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This work is designed to present a coujhd'osU 
of American military history by means of lively 
sketches of the most important battles fought 
since the commencement of the Revolutionary 
War, by troops and naval forces, in the service 
of the United States. It has been by no means 
an easy task to condense so much history within 
BO small a space. The writer hopes ajid trusts, 
however, that what is contained in this volume 
will be found sufficient for the information of the 
general reader, and that it will dwell in the memory 
more peiTuanently, than if the record of the same 
events had been spread out so as to occupy many 
volumes. 
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The object of most of the wars undertaken hy 
Great Britain haa been to force her commercial 
e^'stem upon other nations. This system had been 
submitted to by her North American colonies with 
a very ill grace for many years before the Revo- 
lution; and when in addition to it a eysteni of 
direct taxation was resorted to, the Americans, 
foreseeing the ultimate result of further submission, 
resolved upon resistance. Their object at first Wiis 
what they called redress of grievances; but a single 
year of boBtilities drove them into a declaration of 
independence, which it cost seven years more of 
^Kftr to mairvtain and perfect. 
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MArritK t)F LEXINGTON. 

Iiliiw slniok for the freeiloiii of tlie 

\M w«d nt I^cxington. The people, 

uit hy llie IjTMinv of the mother-coun- 

>>(;i)h III niMke [iTvpanitions for a stn^gl© 

}»illi«)lvM (rum Ihf tftxntion and oppreasion 

|l»| wh'ise onl) nim ^x'mcd to be the drmin- 

11)11 tHiAim wf Ani.'ri.-aiiR. The stores of 

IHItvMon* Ml rinicrnl 6rst attnu-trtl the 

\\\ Hrttfrn) (>iij:»\ rtinimaTider-in-cbief of 

III) ttilii'b Ml Aiii<-rir«. 

mi iMtliH'K Hi ni|iht, on the ISih of April, 

iUIVltttluv ikT hu i)i'lertninfttKi« to seise the 

»tn^l. Ilftifp*! ("Jj^c* embarked SOO 

l||lil litUniTT, the flower gf bis 
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Imith and Major Pitciiini, Jii Chiirlos River, at 
BoMttm Neck. 

Sailing up to Pliipp's Farm, they landed there, 
and advanced towiftds Concord. Some of the 
frienda of liberty got notice of this movement; and, 
in spite of the secrecy of their movements, the 
British troops soon found, by the firing of guna and 
ringing of bells, that the alarm was spreading over 
the country. Between four and five o'clock on the 
morning of the 19 th of April, the troops reached 
Lexington, thirteen miles from Boston. About 
seventy of the American militia were standing near 
the road; hut, on account of the deficiency of their 
force, they had no idea of attacking the military. 
Major Pitcairn, who had gone forward with the 
light infantry, rode towards them, calling out, 
" Disperse, you rebels ! throw down your arms and 
disperse !" The order not being obeyed, the troops 
fired on them. Several Americana dispersed; but, 
finding that the British still fired, they returned the 
fire. Eight Americans were left dead on the field. 

The rest of the detachment, under Lieutenants 
Colonel Smith, coming up, the soldiers proceedwd to 
Concord without any further resistance. The small 
body of militia stationed there retreated across the 
bridge before the British light infantry. The main 
body of the troops entered the town, and destroyed 
the stoi'es of ammunition, aims, and provisions 
ich they coutd hiy their hands on. 

American reinforcements arriving, Major Buttrick, 
of Concord, assumed the command, and advanced to 
take the bridge, until then in possession of the 



CAPTtJHE OF TICONDEROGA AND 
CIIOWN POINT. 

; ii/rtre»Mi of Ticomloroga was thought by the 

Ut ounuiinnd all our passes to Canada. 

^ if) a, Mjitiewhiit dilapidated condition^ it 

» jiodt of iiniwrtaiice. A bold eciieiiie was afe 

Utraivil by a few lueii in Connecticut to get 

mion of itiie fortress, and also of Crown Point, 

, fort_j- volunteers, by the authority of Gover- 

■ Tnimbull, marched to Castleton, where they 

e joined by Colonel Kthaii Allen, witli his "Green 

Hoiintain Boyti," which increatiod the number to 

t himdrcd and Mcvt'iity. Colonel Benedict Ar- 



NAVAL EXPLOITS. 



13 



Id, who bad meditated the siinie enterpriRe, now 
Ined the volunteers, and the command was given 
I Colonel Allen. On the 9th of May, tlioy arrived 
t the shore of Lake Champlain, opposite Ticon- 
Allen and Arnold crossed with eighty- 
three men and surprised tlie garrison, who were yet 
asleep. Tliree loud cheers roused them to a sense 
of their danger, and as ligltt skirmish ensued. De 
la Place, the commander, was required to surrender 
the place. "By what authority?" he asked. *'I 
demand it," replied Allen, " in the name of the great 
Jehovah and the Continental Congress." The for- 
tress surrendered immediately. Colonel Seth War- 
ner, with a small party of men, surprised and cap- 
tured Crown Point. The pass of Skeensborough waa 
seized at the same time by some Connecticut volun- 
teers. At this time a sloopnat-war waa lying at 
St. John's, a town at the northern extremity of 
Lake Champlain. Colonel Arnold surprised and 



Ticonderoga, Crown Point, and the paaa of Skeens- 
borough, were all seized without any bloodshed; and, 
the seizure of the vessel being also effected without 
the loss of a man, two important posta, a very large 
quantity of military stores, a sloop-oi-war, and, above 
all, the command of Lakes George and Champlain, 
acquired by the daring of a few provincial 



BATTLE OF BUNKER HILL. 



^V On the 12th of June, 1775, Geneml Gage isauej 
a prwUimdtion offering pardon to all persons "who 
ehall forthwith lay down their arms and return to 
the duties of peaceable subjects, excepting only from 
tlie benefit of such pardon Samuel Adams and 
John Huncock, whose offences are of too flagitious a 
nature to admit of any other consideration than 
that of condign punishment." This proclamation, 
w) for from intimidating the colonists, only sensed 

^^<o strengthen and unite them. 
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An apiireheiision having been excited, by tlie 
movements of the British finny, that General Gage 
intended invading the interior, movements were 
made in Congresa to take measures for the defence 
of Dorchester Neck, and to occupy Bunker's Hill, 

Colonel Prescott was sent with the fragments of 
three regiments, on the night of the 16th of June, 
to occupy Bunker's Hill. Finding, however, that 
Ireed's Hill was a much Iretter spot for a battle- 
ground, and considering that they would not be 
disoljeying orders by cM^cupying that place, the en- 
.^nuera at once commenced a redoubt on the right 
Breed's Hill. It was about one hundred aud 
[ibrty feet square, with two passages for ingress and 
38a. A breastwork of soda was constructed on 
left of the redoubt; and a screen, made with two 
'postand-rail fences, four feet apart, with grass 
trodden between, extended to Mystic River. 

General Ward, commander of the American forces, 
Baw that the British would make an attempt to 
capture the works, and sent reinforcements to Colonel 
Prescott from his camp in Cambridge. Karly in 
the morning, one of the men was shot from the 
battery at Copp's Hill, and was buried where he 
fell. No further damage was done, however, though 
the cannonade was incessant. 

General Gage wished to drive the provincials from 
the hill, and for this purpose sent Major-General 
Howe and Brigadier-General Pigot, with ten com- 
paniea of grenadiers and ten of light infantry, 
with some artillery, to perform this service. These 
generals waited until three o'clock p.m. for relu- 
Ibrcements from BostoUj aid then the Briliaii \ieg,Mi 
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larcli slowly up the hill. Tin- Americans were 
'itKi to put four buck-shot, to n bullet, and to 
L'serve tlieir fire until the British were within 
point-blank j-ange. At this moment they poured 
in upon the British a terrible and destructive fire. 
The regulars, who only expected an irregular aiio 
ecattering miUtia volley, were astounded at tb^ 
deadly fire which roade such havoc among thei'^ 
ranks. They fell ba«k in confuaion. The ofEcei^ 
[had the greatest difficulty in making them form 5>'- 
:the second time; and, indeed, bad it not been for tlx* 
determined bravery of the British comraaudera an*^ 
the encouraging daring of the officers of lower rank:^ 
the troops would have met a signal defeat. 

For the second time the British advanced, and a 
second volley was poured into them, making th^ 
confusion worse than before. Clinton saw this fromb 
Boston, and hastened over to assist Howe. Bothi' 
generals addressed the troops, called to mind the 
victories gained by British soldiers over all' 
[European powers, and the everlasting disgrace of 
Lbeing beaten by raw militia. Cbarlestown had 
been set fire to, in order to Intimidate the Americans; 
and the whole town, consisting of four hundred 
bouses, was in a blaze. The British commanders, 
not daring to trust a third time to bravery, tried 
stratagem. Pigot, taking the command of a con- 
siderable force, went ai'ound to the southwestern 
angle of the redoubt and scaled the slight works. 
The Americans were now attacked east and west. 
Their ammunition was exhausted; and, having no 
bayonets, they were forced to retreat, after a short 
ight with the butts of their guns. Those at tha 
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utwoi'k and in the redoubt retreat.ed, and those 
he rail fence followed, over CharleKtown Neck, 
hward. 
(It was during the retreat that the Americans 
fered the most part of their loss. 
Captain Knowlton, having a large company near 
fstic River, moved up in good order and covered 
i retreat, of the provincials. 

f he British acknowledged 1054 killed and wound- 
K with a large proportion of officers; but their 
s was undoubtedly greater. 

!Ehe Americans had 1500 to lOOO men engaged 
pbattle, of whom one hundred and thirty-nine were 
Killed and tliree liundred and fourteen wounded 
and missing. The officers killed on the American 
side were — Majors Moore and McCleary, Colonel 
Gardiner, and Lieutenant-Colonel Parker, Major- 
General Joseph Warren was also among the killed. 
This gallant and brave officer was appointed major- 
general four days previous to the battle, and on his 
entering the redoubt Colonel Prescott offered him 
the command, which he refused, saying, "I came to 
learn war undtr an exjurieiiced aoldier; not to take 
any amimand." He was at the time oi his death 
president of the Provincial Congress and chairman 
of the Committee of Siifety. His death caused the 
Americans to determine never to give up their cause. 
His blood ci-ied from Hit >jroziitd ibr vengeance. The 
effect of this battle was to inspire the Americans to 
greater deeds of daring. It showed to those who 
were in a state of incertitude in regard to which 
fade was the best, that the provincials could and 
^^mfUd fight. They had done enough for honor, — 

C - 
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enough to show the British that they were defers 
mined. They had given themselves conBdence in 
their own ability, and they seemed tnure and more 
likely to make the throne of England totter to its 
base. The loss was severely fell; the wound they 
had received wa« deep; but the British force&^-tfae 
pride of their nation, — the troops who were thought 
invincible, — were twice repulsed and neatly deleated 
by raw militia fighting for their homes and firesides. 





SIEGE OF BOSTON. 



On the 10th of May, Congress voted an army ot 
20,000 men, choae George "Wiishington to be com- 
mander-inxhief of the army of the United Colonies, 
and emitted three miUion dollars' worth of bills of 
credit. Washington accepted his high trust, though 
with great diffidence. On the request of Congress 
that he would accept the command, he addressed 
the president of that august body in the following 
words: — "Though I am truly sensible of the high 
honor done mo by this appointment, yet I ieel 
great distress, from a consciousness that my abilitiea 
i military experience are not equal to the arduous 
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Mt. But, fu* the Congress desire it, I will ent^ 
I the momentous duty, and exert every power I 
I in tlieir nervice and for the support of the 
vm» cause. I beg they will accept my cordial 
mnkM for this high testimony of their approbation* 
y.vffry favorable position was fortified and vip- 
fitJy (guarded, so that the British could find no 
pint of egreiis from BoBton. Washington and the 
generals exerted themselves to equip and 
Kipline the army. There was no lack of ooarage 
I zeal among the officers and men ; but they were 
lerally unaccustomed to the subordination and 
dpline of the camp, and destitute of the requisite 
■ and ammunition. In the beginning uf September 
e army received a supply of seven thousand pounds 
f powder from Rhode Island, and powder-mills were 
•cted at various placeH to supply the demand. 
Vaxhington tmldly grappled with the many diificul- 
Mie« of his situation. He perceived that the expense 
of maintaining an army far exceeded the estimates 
of Congress, and that the short tenn for which the 
men were enlisted threatened serious consequences. 
The new enlistments were made to serve until the 
Ist of December, 1776. 

The British troops in Boston, amounting to about 
10,000 men, were reduced to a very uncomfortable 
^opndition. The country-people generally refused to 
^HUl them any provisions, and their naval supplies 
^Htere intercepted by the armed vessels which the 
^^Bassachusetts Assembly had fitted out for the de- 
fence of the coast. On the 10th of October, General 
u Gage left Boston for England, and the command 
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tahiing a large quantity of stores for the British 
army, wore captured by the Miiiisachiisetts privateers, 
and afforded a seasonable supply to the Americans. 

On tlie 13th of December, Congress resolved to 
fit out tiiirteen sliips-of-war, which formed the germ 
of the American navy. It liad been also resolved 
to raise a hirge army, and each of the colonies had 
agreed to furnish a considerable number of men; 
but recruiting went on slowly. No bounty was 
offered until February; and on the last day of De- 
cember, when the old army was disbanded, Wash- 
ington learned that but 9650 men had been enlisted 
for the campaign of 1776. Compelled to submit to 
inactivity, his means of acting on the oftensive were 
magnified, and doubts of his ability and integrity 
rewarded his constant anxiety. Congress desired 
that the town should be attacked ; but a council of 
war decided against the measure. 

It was now deemed expedient to get possession 
of Dorchester Heights; and the night of the 4th of 
March was fixed upon for the attempt. A covering 
party of 800 men led the way. These were followed 
by the carts, with the entrenching tools, and 1200 
of a working party, commanded by General Thomas. 
In the rear there were more than two hundred carts, 
loaded with fascines and hay in bundles. While the 
cannon were playing in other parts, the greatest 
silence was kept by this working party. The active 
zeal of the industrious provincials completed lines of 
defence by morning which astonished the garrison. 
The difference between Dorchester Heights on the 
evening of the 4th and the morning of the 5th 
ed to realize the tales of romance. The ad- 
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• / i' t, **f''\ .'Tfr -f' ...t "nsi.*— *"■ T TiLTis- jn.':Z'i h;arbor. 

» • - :.#---•; rv >»- -r-n.nei. n i :• »ini:d. x w^ir. to 

-* i^ ,f 4. :..-.•: r* v.t^ai. -L.i -fniruwrnsis was 

.#-f.--:. I'. T \£r ^''.r.iif^i :^ --»f!it»r»I Wish- 

' ■■ ' f' -L— . ". Ir:-^ 1.* Tij ziTo Boston 

• ■ • ' • :.»-n. vii. -ir-er-t :i. — i"^ -fm-^iirfcei ac the 

• t. '. rri.tt Z-."^'-r TTIi** T.^"rik hail come 

' -^ ' • 1 • .. ir-n: i.*':!"^::*?'^. -j".!!:! :rji»EUtx three 

,' • i.n. .1 ^—tT'irj^iAi :c u ^TTwdiaie 

.«^/ v"r> .-■:rn..:i:.t-i "LiiLZ -I ▼•!* ^iie Jch. ot IfAidi, 

/ .:^.K ».#-Ti ^...it-: :ii "XJ^ iaT. Tbe xcsuit emi- 
-*.-../ ^2# li i.ii: -.i^ir £i:sc.:ii wiuia jv^riacked the 
rj/. .;'./: ,/i V * r.r. .7. ▼!* -fxrejTSi-i tiia: iie conBendmg 

^^'i4<f r^ptiii rfiiciir^ "Vir* :r:viiiii wiuL saxnefoas 
^^'ijtXi,rx '*iir. 0»5ii*trLL H:w^ \iiii snot mteod to 
^S'^je iui.; -uii^ ai^x: iaj. Li ::ae niinit a mart 
/,.<^.t •fi,rTi. uiii '. I'V'iris moriiair ;& h«aTT flood 
/ -I-. Aiiii* .h- Jl !:irTLitK "Wis ::Iiitf pcuvide&tially 
,«'-v-nr<rri. -iioc TTCuJi prjcjicly oavi? eqaaUed, if 
ir.r r':i:r«:Kfi- -iie iujl 17uii o£ J viae ac Bonkef's 
itii'L r.i Mid ^irjazii:!! :!: wj* airrceu. by the British, 
.n i ?oiiiic:L :i t^it. ::o evjA!iia:e che u^wn ais aooa as 

In .1 Lew davs ;iri:er« ;ih d;&;r canie out of Boston 
with a paper sigxwd by tour stlect-men, staking 
■* choc diey had appLwd Co G^twnd Kc»bertaon, who^ 
on iin appiicadoa to G«u<?nd Uowi;?. w;fc5 authoiized 
m oflefore chem tlidkC he h«i uo iutifutioxi of boming 
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the town, unless the troops under his command were 
molested during their embarkation, or at their de- 
parture, by the armed force without." When this 
paper was preseoted to General Washington, he 
replied " that as it was an unauthenticated paper. 
and without an address, and not obligatory on 
General Howe, he could take no notice of it;" but 
at the same time intimated his good wishes for the 
eecurity of the town. 

A proclamation was issued by General Howe, 
ordering all woollen and linen goods to be delivered 
to Crean Brush, Esq. Shops were opened and 
stripped of their goods, A licentious plundering 
took place. Much was carried off, and more waa 
wantonly destroyed. These irregularities were for- 
bidden in orders, and the guilty threatened with 
death ; but, nevertheless, gruat mischief was com- 
mitted. 

The British, amounting to more than 7000 men, 
evacuated Boston, March 17th, 1776, leaving their 
barracks standing, a number of pieces of cannoii 
spiked, four large iron sea-mortars, and stores to 
the value of ^£30,000. They demolished the castle 
and knocked off the trunnions of the cannon, 
Various incidents caused a delay of nine days after 
the evacuation, before they left Nantasket Road. 

This embarkation was attended with many cir- 
cumstances of distress and embarrassment. On the 
departure of the royal army from Boston, a great 
number of the inhabitants, attached to the royal 
cause, and afraid of public resentment, chose to 
abandon their country. From the great multitude 

nut to depart, there was no possibility of procur 
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|*up.-liiMMTM for llifirfiiriiitupe; neither^ 

»uftH'iciK-y of vi-fwi-tfl I'lir itH convenient tnns- 

uiiioti- Mutiiii) jriiltiiixy 8uVi8isted between the 

ly aiwJ navy, ciu'h cimrifing the ntber as the ewHB 

tiwii' 4-jfiniiiiin (lintrcfit^. The army was fall of 

iMiil*>itl. |{i<itii<invnu>nt)(. though long promised, 

luft MiTiVi"!. Itoth oflircn* aru] soIdierK thouglit 

ikM>lv«ii iii-^|(>i-t<-i). Kivo nioiithfl had elftpned 

■ (h<'V hull iTccivi'd iiny mJvioe of ihuir UestirtA- 

WhmIm iuhI iriconvenicnceH increased their 'Mr 

Thfir intcmlwl voynjt^' to Halifax sab- 

iH<tMj thi'iit lit K">*t iltkii^^n-N. The coast, at all 

llMafi"»H, wiw eminently so at that tempeet- 

li equiiKK-liMl wMwon. They had rea.'^on to fear 

lal they would Iw Mown off to the West Indies 

' without H suflk'ient stock of provisions. They 

ire ■h«> going to a harren country. To add to 

'if dirhculliRi), tliis <hiii^roUH voyage, when com- 

s dirwlly HO much out of their way. 

Their biisinetu) hty to ihi; HouUiward. mid they were 

going northwani. Undor all these difBculties, and 

jritb all these gloomy prosiiecls, the fleet steered 

Halifax, (^ntrary to appearances, the voyage 

ilfaer was Ixjth short and prosperous. They re- 

lained there for itome time, waiting for reinforce- 

iDont« and instructions from England. 

When the roya! fleet and army departed fixjm 
iton, several ships were left Ix-liind. for the pro- 
of vcwcU coming from England; but the 
icaii privateers were so alert that they never- 
(lew tna<le many prizes. Some of the vessels 
they captured were laden wilh arms luid war- 
« stores. Some trims|>ortB, with troops on board. 
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were also tfllten, Tliese had run into the harbor, 
not knowing that the place was evacuated. The 
boats employed in the embarkation of the British 
troops had scarcely completed their busineRS, when 
General Washington with his army marched into 
Boston. He was received with marks of approba- 
tion more llattering than the pomps of a triumph. 
Tiie inhabitants, released from the severities of a 
garrison hfe, and from the various Indignities to 
which they wore subjected, hailed him as their de- 
liverer. The evacuation of Boston had been pre- 
viously determined upon by the British ministry, 
from principles of poUtical e.xpodiency. Being re- 
solved to carry on the war for purposes affecting all 
the colonies, they conceived a central position to be 
preferable to Boston. Policy of this kind had in- 
duced the adoption of the measure; but the Ameri- 
can works on Roxhury expedited its execution. 

For his services in expelling the British from 
Boston, Congress passed a vote of thanks to General 
Washington and the army, and presented the genera] 

ith a gold medal commemorating the event. 




EXPEDITION AGAINST CANADA. 

DuKiNG these transactions in New England, events 
of some importance took place in other parta of 
America. Congress had early directed its attention 
towards Canada, and endeavored either to gain the 
co-operation or secure the neutrality of the inhabit? 
[ atits in its dispute with Britain. Addresses had 
Fbeen repeatedly sent to them in the French as well 
as the English language, representing the tendency 
of the new measures of Parliament; and these had 
not been without some effect. The Canadiaua 
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generally were willing to remain neutral in the 
eonteet. 

CongrefiB believed them to be partial to their cause,- 
and resolved to anticipate tlie British by striking a 
decided blow in that quarter. In this purpose they 
were encouraged by the success of the expedition 
Against Crown Point and Ticonderoga, as well as by 
the small number of troops then in Canada. They 
appointed General Schuyler commander of the ex- 
pedition, with General Montgomery to act as second 
in command. Early in September, 1775, these 
officers, with about 1000 men, made an ineffectual 
attack on Port St John, situated on the river Sorel, 
but found it expedient to retire to Isle-aux-Noix, at 
the entrance of the lake, about twelve miles above 
the fort, and wait for an increase of their effective 
force. 

Meanwhile, General Schuyler being taken ill and 
returning to Albany, the command devolved upon 
General Montgomery, who was instructed to prose- 
cute the enterprise on receiving reinforcements. 
These reinforcements soon arrived; the attack on 
Fort St. John was renewed ; and after a vigorous 
defence it surrendered, about the middle of Novem- 
ber. The Americans found in the fort a consider- 
able number of brass and iron cannop, howitzers, 
and mortars, a quantity of shot and small shells, 
about eight hundred stand of small arms, and 
some naval stores; but the powder and provisions 
were nearly exhausted. 

During the seige of Fort St. John, Fort Chara- 
bl^e had been taken, which furnished General Mont- 
gomery with a plentiful supply of provisions, of_ 
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Hbinh hix nrmy ctooil much in need. Gonerai Curlfr 
bfl. "11 liiK way from Mnnlrcal, Imd been defeated 
Bid njpuWd ; fliid (;olon«l F.tlinn Alien, wlio hwJ 
■UiJe ail uiiHiitliorizcd and rnsb attack on Monlreal, 
Bad been uvtTiKHJie, made iiriflonor, and sent in irow 
Hi Ktijtbiiid. 

H On tlie fall of Port St. Jolin. GenenU Montgomery 
■dvniKUHl axiiiiK't Montreal, wliicb whs not in a con- 
Hition to riwidt him. Governor (,'arleton, fully senai- 
Hle of IiIh itiiibility to defend the town, quitted it. 
next day General Monlgomery entered Montreal- 
Be tn*ate(l the inhabitants with great lenity, pe- 
■pecting their religion, property, and rights, and 
■jsined their good-will by tlie affability of bis man- 
nem and the noblcnees and generosity of bis dts- 
poRition. 

A. body of provineiaU, under Colonel Easton, bad 
sen despatehed by Montgomery, and took post at 
J mouth of the Sorel; and, by means of an armed 
sel and floating batteries, commanded the navi- 
(Ition of the St. Lawrence. The British force which 
; retreated down tlie river from Montreal, oon- 
^ting of 120 soldiers under Geneml Prescott, and 
scompanied by Governor Carleton, seeing it im- 
loticable to force a passage, surrendered by capita- 
^tion. About midnight the day before the capitu- 
tiou Governor Carleton escaped down the river, 
using through the American squadron in a boat 
Irith nmiHed oarH, and reached Quebec in safety. 

It was now the lUth of November, and the sea- 
|0n was very unfavorable to military operations, 
leneral Montgomery, a young officer of superior 
id high apirita, fouud himself placed in, ex;. 
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tremely unpleasant circumstances. He was at the 
head of a body of armed men by no means de- 
ficient in courage and patriotism, but . totally un- 
accustomed to military subordination. The term of 
service for which many of them had enlisted was 
near an end ; and, heartily weary of the hardsliips 
of the campaign, they were loudly demanding their 
discharge. Nothing but devotion to the cause could 
have made the general continue the command. 
Hitherto his career had been marked with succeaej 
and he was ambitious of closing the campaign with 
some brilliant achievement, which should elevate 
the spirit of the Americans and humble the pride 
of the British ministry. With these views, not- 
withntanding the advanced season of the year, he 
hastened towards Quebec, although he had found it 
necessary to weaken his army, which had never ex- 
ceeded 2000 men, by discharging many of them 
^jiose terms of service had expired. 
^^Bdtbout the middle of September, a detachment of 
^^^BO men, under Colonel Arnold, had been sent 
^Tron the vicinity of Boston, with orders to march 
across the country against Quebec, by a route which 
had never been explored and was but little known. 
The party embarked at Newbury, steered for the 
Kennebec, and ascended that rivei', in order to 
reach Canada by penetrating the forests in the in- 
terior of Maine, — a most difficult and hazardous at- 
tempt. Their progress was impeded by rapids and 
by an almost impassable wilderness; and they suf 
fered incredible hardships through the severity of 
, the weather and the waut of provisions. They 
"ated into several divisions; and the last, undei 
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BnoH, rinding itM^lf unable to pre 
led to tbe wiinp at Roxbury. But i 
iviNioiiR, under Arnold, pressed forward, and tri- 
ini)ihi'd ovor every ob«ta*.!le. For a month they 
lilud through it ruugli and bnrren wilderness, with- 
,t oueiiig a human liubitation, or the face of an 
idividuid except of their own party; and their 
iviHJonB were exhausted ; eo that Arnold was 
iligi'd Ut [muh furwiird before the rest, with a few 
IhfWi-rn, niid obtnlii a supply from the nearest 
iiiiidiitn witllcnient. At length, on the 9th of 
fovoinlwjr, the party, with its force much diminished, 
vc'd lit Point Levi, opposite Quebec, 
ilifl ap|>earance, Hays an English writer, was not 
lexpecti'd ; lor the lieutenant-governor had heea 
HuniQ time apprised of liis march. In the early 
't of liiM progress Arnold had met an Indian, to 
whom, ftltliough a stranger, he had imprudently 
truNtt'd a letter to General Schuyler, under cover, to 
u friend in Quebee. Tbe Indian, instead of faith- 
fully dflivering the letter according to the direc- 
tion)) which ho had i-eceived, carried it to the lieu- 
,ttut-governor, who, in order to prevent the 
iricanB from passing the river, immediately re- 
'ed all the cano<i» from Point Levi, and began to 
it the city in a pUHture of defence, which, but 
for this folly and rashness of Arnold, might have 
been easily surprised. 

On diacovering the arrival of Arnold at Point 
Levi, the British commander stationed two vessels- 
of-war in the river, to guard the passage ; and at 
that interesting crisis Colonel McLean, who had re- 
treated before Montgomery, arrived from the Sorel, 
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with about one hundred and seventy newly -raieed 
troops to assist in defence of the pLoce. 

In spite of the vigilance of tiie British, Arnold 
succeeded, on the night of tlie 14tli of November, 
in crossing the river with live hundred men in car 
noes, and landed near the pitice where the brave 
and enterprising Wolfe had landed sixteen years 
before, called, from this circumstance, Wolfe's Cove. 
Not being able to convey his scaling-ladders over 
the river with his troops, he could not immediately 
attack the town. Instead of concealing himself till 
bis scaling ladders could be brought forward, and 
then making a sudden and unexpected attack by 
night, he marched part of his troops in military 
parade in sight of the garrison, and so put the 
British fully on their guard. He wished to summon 
them to surrender. But tbey fired upon his flag of 
truce, and refused to hold any communication with 
hira. He therefore, on the 19th of the month, re- 
tired from Quebec to Point aux Trembles, about 
twenty miles above the city, where General Mont- 
gomery, with the force under his command, joined 
him on the let of December. From him the sol- 
diers of Arnold received a supply of winter clothing 
which their previous condition rendered particularly 
ftcceptable. 

Soon after Arnold's retreat, Governor Carletoii 
arrived in Quebec, and exerted himself to put the 
in a state of defence. 
;neral Montgomery, having brought the scaling- 

[dera across the river, appeared with his whole 
force before Quebec on the 5th of December, The 
l^rison was then more numerous than its assailauta. 
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TLe Auierictiim muoiinted to but nine hundred 
effective men, while Governor Carleton had about 
fifteen hundred, soldiers, miUtia., seamen, and vulun- 
teere, under his command. 

General Montgomery sent a flitg of truce to euni! 
nion the garrison to surrender ; hut it was fired upoi]) 
as that of Arnold had been; and, although it was i 
the depth of a Canadian whiter and iii the taoal 




inteiise cold, he proceeded to the difficult tiiak o£ 
erecting batteries; but his artillery waa too light ta(i 
make any impression on the fortifications. He tliere- 
fore determined to Btorm the town ; and the assault 
was made on the morning of the Slst of December. 
I About four o'clock in the morning, in the midst 
^ of a violent storm of snow, two feints and two reat 
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^BfcBck8 were simiiltaneouHly made. The renl aUncks 
^^^re conducted by Montgomery and Arnold. Mont- 
l gomery, advancing at tlie head of about two hundred 
men, fell by the first dierharge of grape-shot from 
tlie works. Several of hia best officers being killed, 
his division retreated. Arnold, at the head of about 
three hundred men, in adifferent quarter, maintained 
^ fierce and obstinate conflict for gome time, but 
i at last wounded and repulsed, leaving many of 
S men in the hands of the enemy. The death of 
Htitgomery was the subject of much regret, as he 
been universally loved and esteemed. On as- 
tabling after the ai^s^ault, so large a number had 
I killed or taken prisoners, that the provincials 
Bid not muster many more than four hundred 
tetive men, who chose Arnold for their com- 
jnder, and, iu the hope of receiving reinforcements, 
nlved to remain in the vicinity of Quebec, 
bir Guy Carleton acqiiired much honor, not only 
ifals gallant defence of the city, but also by the 
toaiiity with which he treated all hia prisonere. 
i Kick and wounded he caused to be taken cai-e 
Pand permitted them, when recovered, to return 
j their homes unmolested. The Americans were 
; ignorant of their own inferiority in point of 
^mbei-8 to the garrison, and were not without ap- 
. pehensioua of being attacked ; but, although the 
garrison was three times more numerous than the 
besieging army, it was of such a mixed and pre- 
.rious character that Carleton did not deem it 
Bodent to march out against hia enemy. 
A small reinforcement from Massachusetts reached * 
b American cam/), and nil the troops t\iat comY^ 
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be spared from Montreal inarched to join theii 
countrymen before Quebec; but the month of 
February was far advanced before the army 
amounted to 960 men. Arnold, however, resumed 
the siege ; but his artillery was inadequate to the 
undertaking, and made no impression on the works. 
Although unsuccessful against the town, he defeated 
a body of Canadians who advanced to relieve it, 
and succeeded so well in cutting off supplies from 
the country that the garrison was reduced to great 
distress for want of provisions. 
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BEFENCE OF FORT MOULTRIE. 

The triumphant issue of the campaign of 1775, 
(he iieiglihorhood of Boston, was a source of grati 
fication to the colonists. Washington was cordially 
nailed as the deliverer of Massachusetts, and re- 
ceived a vote of ttianks and a gold medal from Con- 
gress. But the power of Britain was yet to be felt. 
During the last session of Parliament, the plan for 
tte reduction of the colonies was fixed. The Ameri- 
cans were declared out of the royal protection, and, 
' l»y treaties concluded between Great Britain and 
titree states of Germany, 17,000 mercenaries were 
liired to aid in eflecting their reduction. 

The intelligence of these measures decided the 

question of independence. Protection and allegiance 

being considered reciprocal, the refusal of the one 

justified the withholding of the other. Reason and 

pj^a passions were successfully appealed to by the 

H^E&g patriots; and a pamphlet, entitled "Comuvotv 
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g.*«nd rapid. The ships were very much cut up, aud 
^ the killed and wounded on board exceeded 200 men. 
^ The fort, being built of soft palmetto-wood, was 
■j little damaged, and the loss of the garrison only ten 
leo killed and twenty-two wounded. 




Pfloine time before the attack on the fort, General 
Illnton, with a body of troops, lauded on Long 
Island, with the intention of crossing the narrow 
passage which divides the two islands and attacking 
the fort in the rear. But General Charles Lee, who 
had been sent to take command of the forces at 
Charleston, etationed Colonel Thompson, with 700 
or 800 men, at the east end of Sullivan's Island, to 
opiHi»e (he crossing, and the project was abandoned. 
^^pbe inhabitants were fully prepared ti^ meet tlM 
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enoinv if tliov s!:o-.!l 1 attempt to land, and dispute 
ovorv inoh of uroiiml wiih noble resolution. In the 
ovenins: tb.o tirinii «vased, the ships slipped their 
oahlos. and Ksoi\' niorninsr thev had retired about 
two nulos l'i\^ni the ishuui. Within a few days, the 
wliolo annanioni jjalknl for New York, having sig- 
nally faiK\l to accomplish its object. CSongress 
passiHl a vote o( thanks to General Lee, and Colonels 
Moultrie and Thompson, for their gallant conduct 
durinsr the attack: and the fort was from that time 
called Fort Moultrie. The unsuccessful attack upon 
a slightly-built Ibrt by a powerful British armament 
could not but give the colonists a higher opinion of 
tlieir own capability and tend to lower their estima- 
tion of their adversaries. The event relieved the 
Southern States from the apprehension of invasion 
for more than two years, while the Northern States 
ware suffering the calamities of war. 




DESCENT UPON LONG ISLAND. 

Hn the inoiith of August, 1776, the English made 
lescent upon Long Island, with forty pieces of can- 
I, and under cover of tlieir ships. On a peninsula 
by the East River and Gowanus Cove, and 
F«0D8tituting a part of the same island, was General 
Putnam, strongly fortified, and awaiting with his 
detnchment the approach of tlie king's troops. Be- 
tween the armies waa a range of hills, the principal 
pas8 through which was near a place called Flatbush. 
At this place the IIessianF<, forming the centre of the 
royalifits, took their station. The left wing, under 
the orders of General Grant, was close upon 
; and the right, commanciud hy General 
L EarJ Pern: nni] Lm-tl ConnvnU'iH. nu>\ 
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heading the chief strength of the British forces, ap> 
proiirhed the oi)i)08ile coast of Flat Land. General 
Putnam had directed that all the pnxsea should be 
•ecured by strong detachments ofthe provincial troops. 
JThe orders to this purpose, though not disobeyed, 
ifere not complied with to the extent that the 
general required ; and one road through the hills, of 
the utmost importance, wwa entirely neglected, — an 
oversight which was speedily communicated tothe 
British, and which they were too wise not to im- 
prove to their advantage. 

On the evening of the 26th, Generals Hrwe and 
Clinton drew off the right wing of the English army, 
in order to gain the heights. Nearly about day- 
fcroak, lie reached the pass undiscovered by the 
Americans, and immediately took possession of it. 
The detacliment under Lord Percy followed; and 
when the day appeared, the royalists advanced into 
the level country between the hills and Brooklyn, 
— a village situated on the peninsula where the 
Americans were encamped. 

Without loss of time, Howe and Clinton felt upon 
the rear of the provincials ; and, the Hessians attack- 
ing them in front at the same instant, neither valor 
nor skill could save them from a defeat. Inspirited, 
however, by their generals, and by the presence of 
Washington, they continued the engagement for a 
while, and fought with the bravery of men whom 
the love of freedom animates to deeds of hei"oism ; 
but, pressed by 8ui)erior numbers, and tlirown into 
confusion, they gave way on every side and fled 
.precipitately to the woods, 

Nor was this the only part of the army which 
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^^^escent upon Long Island, with forty pieces of can- 
'i non, and under cover of their ships. On a peninsula 
fonned by the East River and Gowanus Cove, and 
constituting a part of the same island, was General 
Putnam, strongly fortified, and awaiting with his 
detachment the approach of the king's troops. Be- 
tween the armies was a range of hilts, the principal 
pass through which was near a place called Flatbush. 
At this place the Hessians, forming the centre of the 
royalists, took tlieir station. The left wing, under 
the orders of General Grant, Wiis close upon the 
shore; and the right, commanded by General Clin- 
ton, Eiirl Percy, and Ijord (Vii'mvnllis. iiiid intiipfe- 
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hia nrroy was quartered over the country, botween 
the Hackensack and the Dehtware. 

General Howe certainly had little apparent cause 
of apprehension; for his antagonist hud tied beyoiid 
the Delaware at the head of only about 2000 men, 
while be had an array of nearly 30,000 fine troops 
under his command. The Congress bad witlidrawn 
from Philadelphia, and, by their retreat, bad thrown 
that city into much confusion. Their presence had 
overawed the disaffected and maintained the tran- 
quillity of tlie place; but, on their removal, the 
friends of the British claims, to whom belonged the 
great body of the Quakers, a timid sect, began to 
bestir themselves; and General Putnam, who com- 
manded there, needed a considerable force to pre- 
Berve the peiice of the city. The country was de- 
jected; the friends of Congress were filled with the 
most gloomy apprehensions; and many of the in- 
habitants repaired to the British posts, expressed 
their allegiance to the British crown, and claimed 
protection : so that in those circumstances General 
Howe seemed perfectly secure. 

But in that alarming state of affairs the Ameri- 
can leaders still maintained an erect posture, and i 
their brave and persevering commander-in-chief did 
not despair. Congress actively employed all the 
means in their power for supporting their indepen- 
dence, and General Washington applied in every \ 
quarter for rein ibrce men ts. He perceived the secu- 
rity of the British commander-in-chief, and the ad- 
vantages which the scattered cantonment of his 
troops presented to the American arms. "Now," 
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^Kerw'r] slato of Ihe nHtifih troiipH, " i» tbe 
^Bip iboir wings, wbi-n llioy ftrc fo spread ;' 
B^nlingly, lie reeolved to make a bold eflbrt to 

the progreaa of tlie enemy. For that piippo«e he 
pUiiiiLHl an attiick on the Hessians at Treuluo. 
Genoral Pulnnm, who was stationed in Philadelphia, 
might hiive Ix^en uHcful in cresiting a diveraiun on 
that eide; but in that citj the disa6ection to Con- 
gress wns eo grciit, and the friends of Britain so 
strong, that It was deemed inex|>edient to withdraw, 
even for a short time, the tnwps jmsted there. But 
a emtill pnrly of mililiii, under Colonel Griffin, 
passed the Delaware near Philadelphia, and ad- 
vanced to Mount llolly. Count Donop marched 
against them, but, on their retreat, he relumed to 
Borden town. 

General Washington formed his troops into three 
divisions, which were almost simultaneously to pass 
the Delaware, at three diflerent places, on the even- 
ing of the 25th of December, hoping to surprise the 
enemy after the festivities of Christmas, One divi- 
sioa, under General Cndwallader, was to pass the 
river in the vicinity of Bristol, but failed through 
inattention to the state of the tide aud of the river, 
&6 they could not land on account of the heaps of 
ice accumulated on the Jersey bank. The second 
division, under General Irving, was to pass at Tren- 
ton ferry, but was unable to make its way through 
the ioe. The third and main division, under the com- 
mand of General Washington in person, assisted by 
Generals Sullivan and Greene, and Colonel Knox of 
the artillery, accomplinbed the passage, with great 
^difficulty, at McKonkey's Ferry, about nine 
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above Trenton. The geneml had expected to have 
his troops on the Jersey side about midnight, and to 
reach Trenton about five in the morning. But the 
difficulties arising from the accumulation of ice in 
the river were so great, that it was three o'clock in 
the morning before the troops got across, and nearly 
four before they began to move forward. They 
were formed in two divisions, one of which proceeded 
towards Trenton by the lower or river road, and the 
other by the upper or Pennington road. 

Colonel Rhalle had received some intimation that 
an attack on his post was meditated, and probably 
would be made on the evening of the twenty-fifth. 
Captain Washington, afterwards much distinguished 
as an officer of cavalry, had for some days been on 
a scouting-party in the Jerseys with about fifty foot- 
Boldiers; and, ignorant of the meditated attack ou 
the evening of the twenty-fifth, had approached 
Trenton, exchanged a few shots with the advanced 
Bentinels, and then retreated. The Hessians con- 
cluded that this was the threatened attack, and 
became quite secure. Captain Washington, in his 
retreat, met the general advancing against Trenton 
by the upper road, and joined him. Although some 
apprehensions were entertained that the alarm ex- 
cited by Captain Washington's appearance might 
have put the Hessians on their guard, yet, as there 
waa now no mora either for hesitation or delay, the 
Americans steadily continued their march. The 
night was severe : it sleeted, snowed, and was in- 
tensely-cold, and the road slippery. But General 
Washington advanced firmly, and at eight o'clock 
in the morning readied the Uessian advanced posts, 
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which be instantly drove in ; and, bo equal had been 
the progress of the oolumns, that in three miniifea 
afterwards tlie firing on the river road announceil 
the arrival of the other division. 

Colonel Rhalle, who was a eourageoue officer, soon 
had his men under arms, and prepared for a brave 
defence; but early in the engagement be received 
a mortal wound, and bis men beiny severely galled 
by the American artillery, about one thousand of 
them threw down their arms and surrendered them- 
selves prisoners of war; but a considerable body of 
them, chiefly light horse, retreated towai'da Borden- 
town and made their escape. 

In this attack not many Hessians were killed, and 
the Americana lost only four or five men, some of 
whom were frozen to death by the intense cold of 
the night. Some of General Washington's o0icers 
wished bim to follow up bis success, and he weis 
much inclined to pursue that course; but a coun- 
cil of war was averse to the measure, and he did 
not think it advisable to act contrary to the pre- 
vailing opinion. On the evening of the twenty-sixth 
he repassed tbe Delaware, carrying his prisoners 
along with him, and their arms, colors, and ar- 
tillery. 

This enterprise, although it failed in several of its 
parts, was completely successful in so far as it waa 
under tbe immediate direction of tbe cominander-iu- 
obief; and it had a happy effect on the affairs of 
America. It was tbe first wave of tbe returning 
tide. It filled the British with astonishment; and 
|the Hessians, whose name bad before inspired tbe 
people with fear, ceased to be terrible. The pri- 
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iMtfoners were paraded through the streets of Philadel- 

inlpbia to prove tlie reality of the victory, which the 

iriends of the Britisli government had denied. The 

Iiopes of the Americans were revived, and their 

Spirits elevated; they had a clear proof that their 

^ieiiemics were not invincible, and that union, cou- 

ilMge, and perseverance, would insure auccess. 





BATTLE OF PRINCETON. 



Tub alarm was now spread throughout the Uritish 
larmy. A strung detachment under General Grant 
Imarched to Princeton ; and Earl Cornwallis, who 
I was on the point of aailing for England, was ordered 
ito leave New York and resume his command in the 

On joining General Grant, Lord ComwalHs imme- 
' diately marched against Trenton. On his approach, 
General Washington crossed a rivulet named the 
Asumpinck, and took jwjst on some high ground, 
with the rivulet in his front. On the advance of 
the British army en the afternoon of the 2d of Janu- 
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nry, 1777, a smart cannonade ensued, and continued 
^11 Jiigbt, Lord Cornwallia intending to renew the 
■ attack next morning; but soon after midnight Gene- 
ral Washington silently decamped, leaving his fires 
burning, bis sentinels advanced, and small parties 
to guard the fords of the rivulet, and, by a circuit- 
ous route through Allentown, proceeded towards 
Princeton. 

It was the most inclement season of the year; but 

' the weather favored his movement. For two days 
before it bad been warm, soft, and foggy, and great 
apprehensions were entertained lest, by the deptli 
,of the roads, it should be found impossible to trans- 
port the baggage and artillery with the rerjuisite 
celerity; but about the time the troops began to ' 
move, one of those sudden changes of weather which 
are not unfrequent in America happened. The 
wind shifted to the northwest while the council of 
war which was to decide on their ulterior operations 
Wiia sitting. An intense frost set in; and, instead 
of being obliged to struggle through a miry road, 
the army marclied as on solid pavement. The 
American soldiers considered the change of weather 
as an interposition of heaven in their behalf, and 
proceeded on their way with alacrity. 

Earl Cornwallis, in his rapid march towards Tren- 
ton, had left three regiments, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Mawhuod, at Princeton, with orders to 
advance on the third of the month to Maidenhead, 
a village about lialf-way between Princeton and 
Trenton. General Washington approiiched Prince- 
tou towards dayhreak, and shortly before that time 

■giUonel Mawhood's detachment had begun tu ad- 

^ I 
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vance towai-dH Maidenhead, hy a road at a little 
distance from that on which the Americans were 
marcliing. Tlie two armies unex()ectedly met, and 
a smart engngeineiit instantly ensued. At first the 
Americans were thrown into some confusion ; but 
General Washington, by great personal exertions, 
restored oi-der, and renewed the battle. Colonel 
Muwhood, with a part of his force, broke through 
the American army, and continued his route to 
Maidenhead; the remainder of his detachment, be- 
ing unable to advance, retreated by different roada 
to Brunswick. 
I In this rencounter a considerable number of men 
' fell on each side. The Americans lost General 
. Mercer, whose death was much lamented by bis 
countrymen. Captain Leslie, son of the Earl of 
Leveu, was among the slain on tiie side of the 
British ; and he was buried with mihtary honours 
by the Americans, in testimony of respect not tc 
himself merely, but to his family also. 




BATTLE OP THE BEANDYWINE. 

^At the opening of the campaign of 1777, the 
movements of General Howe greatly perplexed the 
American commander-in-chief, who dreaded a junc- 
tion of the forces under Genenils Howe and Bur- 
goyne ; and who could scarcely believe that the 
former would sail to the southward and abandon 
the latter, who was advancing from Quebec, by way 
of the Lakes Charaplain and George, towards Albany, 
He also received contradictory accounts of the course 
which General Howe had steered ; sometimes it was 
eaid that he was returning to the North Kiver, aud 
Bometimcs that the Delaware was the place of his 
deetination, which last was the true account. But at 

that eeaaon of the year southerly winds prevail on the 
It; and it was the 30th of July before the British 
tnander reached the capes of the Delaware. 
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army. Accordingly, he marched to meet General 
Howe, who, from want of horses, many of which 
had perished in the voyage, and from other causes, 
WR3 unable to proceed from the head of the Elk 
before the 3d of September, On the advance of the 
royal army, General Washington retreated across the 
Brandywine, a rivulet or creek which falls into the 
Delaware at Wilmington. He took post, with his 
main body, opposite Chad's Ford, where it was ex- 
pected the British would attempt the passage ; and 
ordered General Sullivan, with a detachment, to 
watch the fords .above. He sent General Maxwell, 
with about 1000 light troops, to occupy the high 
ground on the other side of the Brandywine, to 
skirmish with the British, and retard them in their 
progress. 

On the morning of the 11th of September, the 
British army advanced in two columns; the right, 
under General Knyphauseii, marched straight to 
Chad's Ford ; the left, under Lord Cornwaliis, ac- 
companied by the commander-in-chief and Generals 
Grey, Grant, and Agnew, proceeded, by a circuitous 
route, towards a point named the Forks, where the 
two branches of the Brandywine unite, with a view 
to turn the right of the Americans and gain their 
rear. General Knyphausen'a van soon found itself 
opposed to the light troops under General Maxwell. 
A smart conflict ensued. General Knyphausen re- 
iuforced his advanced guard and drove the Ameri- 
cans across the rivulet, to shelter themselves under 
their batteries on the north bank. General Knyp 
bausen ordered some artillery to be placed on tht 
it advantageous points, and a cannonade wa 
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enrried on with the American batteries «i Ihe 
heightH heyctnd the ford. 

Meanwhile, the h-A wing of ilie 
thf IhnlH uliove the Forks, Of thia movement 
(jiiit ral Wjf^hinL'ton had early notioe. After pi» 
iiig the lurdrt, Ix)rd ComwalliB toe* the road to IW- 
woith, which led him on the Am«iean right 
General Sullivan occupied the heigfata above Bir- 
mingham iljurclu his loft extending to the Brandy- 
wine, hiH artillorv judicioush' placed, and his right 
flank i*i»vonnl l»v wtH.Kisi. Ahout four in the after- 
noun Ix»rd Coinwallis formed the line <rf battle and 
bejran the att!k*k ; for «^.>nie time the Americans sus- 
tained it with intrejnditv, but at length gave way. 
When General ^Va^hini:tial heard the firing in that 
direc-tion, he ordered Oenerul Greene with a brigade to 
auppurt General SuUiwui. Gt^neral Greene maiched 
four miles in fortv-iwo minutes, but, on reaching the 
aoene of action, he fimud General Sullivan^s division . 
defeated and fleeing in confusion. He covered the 
petpeaX; and, after some time, finding an advanta- 
jgeooB poeitioiu he renewed the battle, and anoafeed 
the pragress of the pursuing enemy. 

Gea»al Knvphausenu as soon as he heard the 
<if Lonl GomwaUiss diTision, fiiroed the paa- 
of ChadTs Ford, attacked the troopa qpposed 
■nd oompdkd them to make a pred^tata 
Asoiderij relreal. G^aenl Washington, with 
Ae fait of his amy which he was able to keep 
tapTlhrr mired, with his aniUeiy and baggage, 
t0 Cktma, vhne he hailed, within dght milea 
if Ikt Bduh anav; till next Mw n iin& whan he 
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BATTLE OF GEEMANTOWN. 

On receiving information of the succeea of the 
royal army under his brother at Brandy wine, 
Admiral Lord Howe left the CheKapeiike and steered 
for the Dt'laware, where he arrived on the 8th of 
October. As soon aa General Howe had gained pos- 
Bession of Philadelphia, he began to clear the course 
of the river, in order to open a free communication 
with the 0eet. 

The Americans had laboured assiduously to ob- 
struct the navigation of the Delaware; and, for that 
purpose, had sunk three rows of chevaux-de-frise, 
formed of large beams of timber bolted together, 
with strong projecting iron spikes, across the channel, 
a little below the place where the Schuylkill falls into 
the Delaware. The upper and lower rows were 
commanded by fortifications on the banks and islands 
of tlie river, and by floating batteries. 

While the detachments employed in assisting to 
the course of the river weakened the royal 
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Pt*l#«l 1^ (ine «Irvt:t abuot two sdes loqg; 
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hating been reinforced by 1500 troops from Peeks- 
kill, and 1000 Yirgima militia, mArcL«K] from Skip- 
pacb Creek on the eveniug of ihe od of October, an<d 
at dawi of d»y ne>it morning attacked the royal 
anny. After a smart ctmiiict, he drove in the 
advanced guard, which was stationed at the head 
of the village, and, nitb his anny divided into 6ve 
liamns, prosecuted the attack; but Lieulcnantr 
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Colonel Musgrave, of the 40tb regiment, whicij Lad 
been driven in, and who liail been able to keep five 
companies of the regiment together, threw himself 
into Mr. Chew's large stone house in the village, 
which stood in front of the main column of the 
Americane; and there almost a half of General 
Washington's army was detained ibr a considerable 
time. Instead of masking the house with a sufficient 
force and advancing rapidly with their main body, 
the Americans attacked the house, which was ob- 
Blinately defended. This saved the British army; 
for the critical moment was lost in fruitless attempts 
on the house ; the royal troops had time to get under 
arms and he in reudlness to resist or attack as cir- 
cumstances required. General Grey came to the 
assistance of Colonel Musgrave. The engagement for 
some time was general and warm ; at length the 
Americans began to give way, aTid effected a retreat 
with all their artillery. The morning was very 
foggy, — a circumstance which had prevented the 
Americans from combining and conducting their 
operations as they otherwise might have done, but 
which now lixvored their retreat by concealing their 
Wovements. 

this engagement the British had 600 men killed 
oniided; among the slain were Brigadier-Gene- 
Agnew and Colonel Bird, officers of distin- 
guished reputation. The Americans lost an equal 
number in killed and wonnded, besides 400 who 
were taken prisoners. General Nash, of North 
Carolina, wjis among those who were killed. After 
the battle, General Washington returned to his en- 
ipment at Skippach Creek. 
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taiently to assist in those operations, General Howe, 
I the 19th of October, withdrew his army from 
Tiantown, and encamped in the vicinity of 
Qadeiphia. 

He despatched Colonel Count Donop, a German 
ser, with three battalions of Hessian grenadiers, 
regiment of Mirbiich, and some hght infantry, 
[reduce Red Bank. This detachment crossed the 
iaware at Philadelphia on the evening of the 21st 
pOctober, and next afternoon reached the place of 
B destination. Count Donop summoned the fort to 
surrender ; but Colonel Clirlstopher Greene, of Rhode 
Island, who commanded in the redoubt, answered 
that he would defend his post to the last extremity. 
Count Donop immediately led his troops to the aa- 
Eault, advancing under a close fire from the fort 
and from the American vessels-of-war and floating 
batteries on the river ; he Ibreed an extensive and 
unfinished outwork, but could make no impression 
on the redoubt. The count was mortally wounded ; 
the second in command also was disabled; and, 
after a desperate conflict and severe loss, the assail- 
ants were compelled to retreat under a fire similar 
to that which had met them in their advance, 
Colonel Donop was made prisoner, and soon died of 
his wounds. 

The disaster did not terminate here. That part 
of the fleet which co-operjited iu the attack was 
equally unfortunate. The Augusta, Roebuck, Liver- 
pool, Pearl, and Merlin, vessels-of-\var, had passed 
through an opening in the lower line of chevaux-de- 
frise, and, on the commencement of Count Donop's 
ick, moved up the river with the flowing tidsu 
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I-Uu.d : Own. tcfixn the difEouItv «:'i: coc^cracur^ 
work-e on {(istr*.\iy 'jrrfj'.icifl, and of tnnLSwrtirj: he^vy 
artllW;ry f.KroMjrl'i .<e'Aarri[j?^, much time was vx>c<it2i"ed 
Vi^jfore tK':y cfitiUi \^^ ^rjt ready to act with e&oL 
The liriti.-fh aL-Ti t^jk [xjHsession of Province Island, 
anrl, although It wa^ almost wholly oveiiiowed, 
erected work.** u[Xja it. 

On the 10th of November, everv thinz was r^adv 
for a gnind attack on Fort Mifflin. The Vigilant 
armed ship and a hulk, both mounted with heavy 
cannon, passed up the strait between Hog and Pro- 
vince Islands and the Pennsylvania biink, in order 
to take their station opposite the weakest part of 
the fort. The Isis, Somerset, Roebuck, and several 
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Igates, Bailed up the main cbannel as far as the 
Xmd line of chevaux-de-frise would permit them, 

ed themselves in front of the work. 
The little garrison of Fort Mifflin, not exceeding 
) men, had greatly exerted themselves in oppos- 
' ing and retarding the operations of the British fleet 
and army against them ; and in this desperate crisis 
their courage did not fursake them, A terrible can- 
nonade against Fort Mifflin was begun and carried 
on by the British batteries and shipping, and was 
answered by the fort, by the American galleys and 
floating batteries on the river, and by their works 
on the Jersey bank. In the course of the day, the 
fort was in a great measure demolished and many 
of the guns dismounted. The garrison, finding 
their poet no longer tenable, retired, by means of 
their shipping, during the night. Two days after- 
wards, the post at Red Bank was evacuated also. 
Lord Cornwaltis marched against it; but the gar< 
rison retreated before his arrivaL 
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^V The object of the invasion of Burgoyne, undeP- 
taken in 1777, Wiis to possess himself of all the 
dt^fences from Canada to New York, cut off New 
England from the Middle and Southern provinces, 
and then conquer it. At first he was succeBsful. 
In the course of a few days after the commencemeot 
of active operations, he captured Ticonderoga and 
Mount Independence, drove the Americana from 
Lakes Champlain and George, and compelled them 
to seek shelter behind the Hudson. General Schuy- 
ler resisted his advance by blocking up the roads, 
and retreated from Fort Edward to Saratoga. 




BATTLE OF BENNINGTON. 
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The invading general now found himself in want 
of supplies. In these circumstances, General Bur- 
;oj'ne conceived the plan of procuring a suppl_y for 
hia army from a different quarter. It was well 
knott-B that the American army received live cattle 
from New England, which were collected at Ben- 
nington, twenty-four miles east from the Iludaon, 
where a large deposit of carriages, corn, flour, and 
other necessiiries, had been made. For this purpose 
he moved down the east side of the Hudson, and 
encamped nearly opposite Saratoga, which place the 
American army left on the 15th of August, and 
retreated to tlie confluence of the Mohawk and 
Hudson Rivers. lie sent his van across the river 
bjf a bridge of boats ; and at the same time de- 
spatched Colonel Baum, a German officer, with 500 
Jnen, partly cavalry, two pieces of artillery, and 100 
Indians, to surprise Bennington. 

General Stark, with the New Hampshire militia, 
400 strong, happened to be in that vicinity, on his 
way to join General Schuyler. He heard first of 
tile approach of the Indians, and soon afterwards 
was informed that they were supported by a regular 
force. He collected his brigade, sent expresses to 
the neighboring militia to join him, and also to 
Colonel Warner's regiment at Manchester. On the 
morning of the 14 th of August he marched against 
the enemy at the head of 700 men, and sent Colonel 
Gregg, with 200 men, to skirmish in their front and 
retard their progress. He drew up his men in order 
of battle; but, on coming in sight of him, Baume 
halted ou advantageous ground, sent an express 
lo General Burgoyue, iij/ormijig him o[ Wis siVmsv 




i to attack nauiii next day; but next day it 
rained imit'HBiiiitly, mid tlie iittack could not be tnad^ 
gitboogh' feaw wm imi w nkiruiiMliing. 

tHiii Ultli, Stark, bav^ 
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some reinforcements, sent detachments by 
I right and left oi' the enemy, with orders to unite 
^eir rear and begin the attack in that quarter. 
, before they met, the Indiantj retreated between 
I columns, and, receiving a fire aa they passed, sus- 
led some loss. The detachments, according tc 
fers, began to attack on the rear of the enemy, 
T were assisted by Stark, who instantly advanced 
to the charge in front. Baum made a brave de- 
fence. The battle lasted two hours, during which he 
was furiously assailed on every side by an incessant 
discharge of musketry. He was mortally wounded; 
his troops were overpowered; a few of them escaped 
into the woods and fled, pursued by the Americans; 
the rest were killed or taken prisoners. Thus, with- 
out artillery, with old rusty firelocks, and with 
scarcely a bayonet, these militia entirely defeated 
500 veterans, well armed, provided with two pieces 
of artillery, and defended by breastworks. 

After tlie victory the greater part of tlie militia 
dispersed in quest of booty, and their avidity lor 
Kpoil nearly proved fatal to them; for, on receiving 
Bauni's express, General Burgoyne ordered Colonel 
Brehmnn, who had before been sent forward to Bat- 
ten Hill for the purpose, to march to the assistance 
of his countrymen with the Brunswick grenadiers 
light infantry, and chasseurs, amounting to oOO men. 
Colonel Brehman set out at eight in the morning 
of the 15lh; but the roada were rendered almost 
impassable by incessant rains; and, although he 
marched with the utmost diligence, yet it was lour 
llie next al'teruoon belbre lie reached the vicinity 
fthe plaee where his countrymen had been de- 
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The (intt nnlJcv which be tec&rti ol 
fiasot^r warn {mm the fugitives whom he 
I« itutily repulsed ihe few militia who wen 
W pvraml of Ibeni ; and front Ihe scattered »tate f 
Utatk't Uoufm, had the prospect of being eUe to 
RMfce hioiaelf manter nf the ittore?, which were tlw 
gffcat fit^ect of the expedition. But, at that critical 
oiMiient, Colonel Wariier'a regiment of contineotalt 

E rived, and instantly engaged Brehman. The ^ng 
umembled the ncattercd iniUtia, who joined in the 
Itle as they came up. Colonel Brebman main- 
tained the contlict till dark; when, abandoning bia 
artillery and baggage, be retreated, and, escaping 
under cover of night, with the shattered remnant of 
his detachment, regained the camp. 

In these engagements the Americans took four 
brass field-pieces, about one thousand muskets, {a 
moeit seasonable supply to the ill-armed mtlitia,} 
nine hundred swurda, and four baggnge-wagons. 
Exclusive of Canadians and other loyalists, the loss 
oftlie royal army could not be less tlian 700 men io 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, ulthuugh General 
Burgoyne stated it at ouly aljout 400. The Ameri- 
cans admitted the loss of about 100 in killed and 
^—wounded; but this was certaiuiy under the truth. 
^B This was the first check which General Bur- 
^Royne's army bad met with, and it was a severe 
one, and biid a fatal influence on the campaigu. i 
The loss of a tew hundred men was nothing, com- 
pared with the efiects wbi>rh it produced upon the ^ 
unds of the people; it greatly elated them, and 
^ve the militia, who had twen much dispirited by 
late defeats, confidence in tbemselvcd, and 
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fionraged them to hasten lo the army in git. at nuin- 
bera, in order to consummate Ihe work which they 
had begun, Beibre the events ili the vicinity of 
Bennington, dejection and abimi pervaded the North- 
ern provinces; but those events dispelled the gloom, 
infused spirit and vigor into the militia, and gave a 
tiew aspect to aflairs ou the Hudson. 
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BATTLE OF BEIIMUS'S HEIGHTS. 

On the 19th of August, 1777, General Schuyler 
was superseded, and the comm.ind of the Northern 
afmy was assumed by General Gates. 

General Gates, who was now johied by all tlie 
Continental troops destined for the Northern depart- 
ment, and reinforced by considerable bodies of mili- 
tia, left the strong position which Scliuyler had 
taken at the confluence of the Mohawk with the 
Hudson, eight miles above Albany, proceeded sixteen 
miles up the river towards the enemy, and formed 
a strong camp near Stillwater. The two armies 
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were onlj about twelve milea distant from eacb 
other; but the bridges between them were broken 
down, the roads were bad, and the country waa 
covered with woods; consequently, the progress of 
the British army, encumbered by ita fine train of 
artillery and numerous wagons was slow, and it 
was attended with some ekirmiehing. 

On the evening of the 17th, General Burgoyne 
encamped within four milea of the American army, 
and spent the next day in repairing the bridges be- 
tween the two camps, which he accomplished with 
some loss. About mid-day on the 19th of Septem- 
ber he put himself at the head of the right wing of 
his army, and advanced through the woods towards 
the left of the American camp : General Frazer and 
Colonel Brehman, with the grenadiers and light in- 
fantry, covered his right flunk, and the Indians, 
loyalists, and Canadians, proceeded in front. The 
left wing and artillery, commanded by Generals 
Philips and Eeideael, proceeded along the great road 
near the river. 

The nature of the ground prevented the contend- 
ing armies from observing the movementa of each 
other; but General Gates, whose scouts were in con- 
stant activity, was soon infurmed of the advance of 
the British army. He detached Colonel Morgan, a 
bold and active partisan, with his riflemen, to ob- 
serve the motions and impede the progress of the 
enemy, Morgan soon met the advanced parties in 
front of the British right wing, and drove them 
back. General Burgoyne supported them by astrong 
detachment; and, after a severe couHict, M irgan in 
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Gatea tvinforced him, and the engagement became 
more general. The Americans attempted to turn 
the right flunk of the British army, with the view 
of attacking it in the rear; but, being opposed by 
Frazer and Brebman, they made a rapid movement, 
^L^d commenced a furious attatik on the left of the 
^^ffiritish right wing. The combatants were rein- 
^^Bbrced ; and, between three and four in the atWmoon, 
^Hpleneral Arnold, with nine Continental regiments 
^HEind Morgan's riflemen, was closely engaged with the 
whole right wing of the British army. Both parties 
fought with the utmost determined couriige; and 
the battle ended only with the day. When it be- 
came dark, the Americans withdrew to their camp; 
and tlie royal troops lay all night on their arras on 
the field of battle. On hearing the firing at the 
beginning of the engagement, General Philips, with 
some artillery, forced his way through the woods 

I and rendered essential service. During the battle, 
l^neral Burgoyne behaved with the utmost intre- 
pidity and exposed himself to every dangei*. In 
Ihe evening, it was believed in the American camp 
utat he was among the wounded; for numbers of 
americans climbed trees tn the rear of their coun- 
trymen, and, whenever the smoke cleared away for 
a moment, took aim at the British officers. One of 
these marksmen, seeing an aide-de-camp delivering a 
message to General Burgoyne, being deceived by the 
rich furniture of his horse, fired at the aide-de-camp 
and wounded him, mistaking him for the general. 

In this battle, in which each party had nearly 

3000 men actually engaged, the British lost upwards 

' 500 in killed and wounded, and the Americana 
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about 400 men. Night separated the combatants: 
each side claimed the victory, and each believed 
that with a part only of its own ibrce it had beaten 
the whole of the hostile army. But, although 
neither army was defeated, it was evident who had 
gained the advantage : General Burgoyne had failed 
in the attempt to dislodge the enemy, and his pro- 
gresa was arrested. His communication with the 
lakes was cut off, and his resources were daily fail- 
ing ; while the Americans hnd the same opportunities 
of gaining supplies as before, and their strength was 
BtxLl increasing by the arrival of fresh troops. In 
euch circumstances, to fight without a decisive vic- 
tory was to the British nearly equivalent to a de- 
feat; and to fight without being beaten was to the 
Americans productive of many of the consequences 
of victory. 

Accordingly, the news of the battle were received 
with joy and exultation throughout the United 
States, and the ruin of the invading army was con- 
fidently anticipated. The militia were encouraged 
to take the field and assist in consummating the 
work 80 auspiciously begun. At that time the array 
under the command of General Gates did not much 
exceed 7000 men; but it was soon considerably in- 
creased. 



1 




BATTLE OF STILLWATER. 

Am'KB tho bnttlo of BehmiiB's Heights, the safety 
^f the Hritifh army lay only in retreat. It was un- 
ibl« to H(lvjiii('t( ; to fall back on the lakes and return 
b(Jntmil(t, iilllii)ii|jli (iilhoiilt, wasnot then impossible. 
mU uvi'i-y Imiir IcHPcned the probability of victory 
^il n-niiiTi'ii rt.>lri'at more impracticable. General 
Hirncpyni', liowcvtT, coiiM not at once disraias all 
n« N|il''ridjil viwinnn of ronqnest and glory which 
nd HO IniiK ilii/,zl('d idn imagination; and he flat- 
pred himw'U' wilh tlin liope of a powerful co-opera^ 
Ion on llif.' ^idt,' uf Nt-w York, which hiid not been 
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concerted, and was not to happen. Under those 
delusions he lingered in hia strong camp from the 
20th of September till the 7th of October. During 
that interval daily ekirmishea happened, which ac- 
customed the raw troops of America to the face of 
an enemy. General Gatea, sensible that delay was 
in his favor, meditated no immediate attack on the 
hostile camp, but diligently took measures to pre- 
vent the escape of the royal army from the toils In 
which it was entangled. 

General Burgoyne's difficulties were great and 
daily increasing, His army was reduced to 5000 
regular troops; his provisions were almost exhausted 
and his men put on short allowance ; his horses 
were perishing for want of forage; he was so en- 
vironed by the enemy that he could procure no 
fresh supplies, and he had received no recent intelli- 
gence from Sir Henry Clinton. He could not long 
remain in the position which he then occupied, and 
he was not ignorant of the difficulty and danger of 
a retreat. In these circumstances he resolved to 
try the fortune of another battle, as a victory 
would enable him either to advance, or to retreat 
with safety. 

Accordingly, on the 7th of October he led out 
1500 men, well provided with artillery, and, accom- 
panied by Generals Philips, Reidesel, and Frazer, 
marched against the enemy, leaving his camp on 
the high grounds under the care of Generals Hamil- 
ton and Specht, and the redoubts and posts adjar 
cent to the river under General Gell. General 
Burgoyne's detachment had scarcely formed within 
Mknit half a mile of the enemy's entrenchments. 
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when its K'ft, whpre the grvoadtfre were posted, wni 
ftmouly a«tailed. The Germiins, who were on the 
right of the grenndiors. w*?ro also bood engnged. 
Three regimonts, iinder General Arnold, proceeded' 
to attack the rijilit of the Britii;h detachment tn 
fnmt, while another division eud«avored to turn iti 
flank and gain its rear. In order to frostrate thu 
intention. General Fraior, with the light itifanliy 
and part of the 24th regiment, was ordered to cov* 
the right; but. while he was making a movement 
for that purpose, the left was overpowered and gave 
way. To save it from destruction, Frnzer hastened 
to its SMtiistanc^, but mut with an American corps tf 
riflemen, which briakly attacked him ; and he WM 
mortiiUy wouuded in the conflict. The whole roy^ 
detachment now gave way, and, with the loss of 
. nvmt of its artillery, retreated to the camp. The 
I Americans closely pursued, and, under a tremendotil 

■ fire of gni{)e-ghot and musketry, fiercely assaulted 
the works throughout their whole extent. Arnoldj 
who conducted the assault, urged on his men, but 

1 ultimately repulsed by the British under the 
I immediate orders of General Burgoyne, after having 
Lhad his horse shot under him and being wounded in 
f the same leg which had been injured at Quebec. 
|The left of the American detachment, under Colonel 
I Brooks, was more successful. It turned the right 

■ of the royal encampment, stormed the works of the 
iGenniui reserve, under Colonel Brehman, who was 
[killed, ami hi« tmops retn>atod, with the loss of all 
[their artillery and camp-i-tiifipftge; while Brooks 
^maintmned the Kr»"'"<l which he had gained. 

Darkn.'fi.. »•« nn itiv ll'th of September, put an 
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end to the bloody conflict; and the Americans lay 
'■ ftll nigLt on their arms, about halt' a mile from the 
lines, with the intention of renewing the assault 
in the morning. The advantage which they had 
gained was great. Without any considerable loss, 
they had killed many of the enemy, made upwards 
of 200 prisoners, among whom were several ofEcers 
of distinction, taken nine pieces of brass artillery, 
all the baggage and camp-eqnipage of a German 
brigade, obtained a large supply of ammunition, of 
which they stood much in need, and had entered 
the royal lines and gained a position which threat- 
ened their rear. About midnight, General Lincoln 
with his division marched from the American camp 
to relieve the troops who had been engaged, and to 
occupy the ground which they had won. 

This was Burgoyne's last great battle. On the 
leth of October lie capitulated, and his whole arra^ 
became prisoners. 




ATTACK ON FORTS CLINTON 
MONTGOMEBY. 

'I'llie itUiu'k oil FurU Clinton and 
BWliirli litid ))t!(^-tl (Iclu^'t'd till the arrival of 

iMilM from Kiir()}iu, hiul been successfully' 
pYliii vnyiiKii ul' iJiifMf rt^infurcemeota was 

Ut tlii>^ iiirivcil lit Ni^'W York in the end of Stp- 

IbiiiImt, iifid Sir Henry Clinton, without del&y,aii- 

'NiI'IcikI IIOMI) nii-n in vi'unL'lH ofdiSereot descriptigo^ 

ml, iu)iivi>^(id by Humc Hhi])»-ot'war under CuttUDff- 

[trni llutliinii, Mtiilt'd u[i tlie Hudson. 

UuHu Clinton iind Munlguinery, against wfaidi 

ii flXixtdiliori wivH directed, were situated on high 

UUlid i>{ didicult accc-MH, on tiie western banit of 

hi fivur, iil«)iit lifty iiiiloM above New York. They 

■ere w-'imratwl by a rivulet, which, flowing from the 

plU, «tiiiitifM ilwdf into the Hudson, Under cover 

~' tilt! guiin, a Ijouni wu» t^tretched across the river 

SOU! bank to bank, and strengthened by an ira- 

eiiite iron chain in front, us well as supported by 

bevaux-de-lriHe sunk i:>ehind it. Above this strong 

nrrier a frigate and galleys were moored, so as to 
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be able to direct a heavy fire against any vessels 
that might attempt to force a passHge. Tliis seemed 
to present an in.-uperaljle obstnele in the way of the 
British shipping towards Albany. Fort Indepen- 
dence stood four or five miles below, on a high point 
of land, on tlie opposite side of the river. Fort 
Constitution was six miles above Ibe boom, on an 
island near the eastern biinli. PeekBldll, lli.- !i.;u!- 




quarters of the officer who commanded on the Hud- 
lon from Kingsbridge to Albany, was just below 
Flirt Independence, on the same side. General 
Putnam then held that command, and had about 
2000 men under liim. 

Oh tlie 5th of October, Sir Henry Clinton landed 
at Verplank's Point, a little beluw Peekj^kill, on the 
jnme side of the river. General Putnam, apnre- 
that tin; enemy intended to alUvtV ^<it^i 
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^.' f'<i'-.', £, ..' if.^i fiv*r oa tie anemooo of theSA 
V ^ /i/^ :. \:,h kc'r.hth apceAnEa beioi^ the fiMrtai 
•r.i^,;, '.v:^# ', ,:;.:r.'.:.^i to surr^iider, and, mi re- 
"-;- / ; y ^ •:; -f^il. ir^-t.iritly aivanced under a heavy 
i.^> V, '.^> :>L-^;i-.:. B^th ivrts, zarri^^ned bv aliout 
OJ. '.U'l . v.-:.-- :^::a*:kr'i at the same time: Fort 
if.,r *^', ;.^:'v \v Oj!.*::-I C:i!nr'i:«ell at the head of 
'; .*. ::. :;. : ^..1 r i: CiiLicr.. :Le <irvni??r of the two 
:i.-v.- .V ,S'r Er:;: V C::::::u with l-IOO. Fort Mont- 
i.y^-.z'j ^JL5 j^vii taken; but Cou>i:el Gmipbell fell 
Ci U-T iiiAck. M^^xst of the gHrri^on, favored by 
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ihc darkness and by their knowledge of the passea, 
iiade tht'ir escape. At Fort Clinton the resistance 
hoB more obstinate; but that ibrt also was stormed, 
^d a considerable number of the garrison killed or 

bde prisoners. 
' General Putnam had no suspicion of the real 
pint of attack till he heard the firing, when he 
japatched 500 men to the assistance of the garri- 
Ibns; but the ibrts were taken belbre they arrived, 




^^Kbd consequently they returned to camp. In storm- 
^^K^ the forts, tlie British had about 150 men killed 
^^^fr wounded. Besides Colonel Campbell, Captain 
^^Btewart, Major Sill, and Count Grabousky, a Polish 
^^Tiobleman who served as a volunteer in the royal 
army, were among the slain. The Americans lost 
I 300 men, in killed, wonuded, and prisoners. 
^^H The American vessels-of-war in the rwefjWvw^ 
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'- ' • ': .' ']:-«- !':!•••- Tr>:^ee5ed rx- lite irrrr.de- 

*', i..', ■. .- y. '.. '. •.:.-•.' '.'^ i ii: a^-b-es^ but proN^dtd 
''■?"..• I;. V,;* «rx:-^i:::.-rj tLc-t icick or deeooved 

AS ■ 

^/' ;.' /:,. ^j:.'i"i ?h;iT hr* was uiiable to arrest the pro- 
/."/^ 'J t..,i. i't.t::si\\ and a«jv:s«rd Lim to prepare Sk 
^'.' /''.;<•• Jiiit, althou;^h Lis rear was threatened, 
^/' ;.";;j. ^/ii!«:>i ^^a* <rager in impioving the advan- 
t;*^' ' h': liii/i '^iiiufA over the British armj*, whkh 
'//;#'/. /.^y/ f<:'jti':<;'i t/j the most diftresring eireuni- 
$t*H,<,'/'ff th<'}->: eveiith having transpirbd just befiM 




BATTLE OF MONMOUTH. 



Fearful for the safety of their army, the British 
miiiiatera had sent orders to Howe to evacuate 
city of Fliiladelphia and tlie river Delaware with- 
out delay, lest the French fleet, which it was pre- 
sumed would sail for America in the epring, might 
entrap him, and cause the loss of both fleet ajid 
army. 

Accordingly, the royal army crossed the Delaware 
into New Jersey, on the 18th of June, Washington 
had previously detached Maxwell's brigade to aid 
the Jersey militia in checking their march, whilst 
he should fall on their rear himself with the main 
body. The Americans crossed the Delaware in 

irsuit of the British, while six hundred men wera 
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kt'Uir joiiiod tlicm, with two addt , 
, Hiid (iMik cliarge of the whole. Mot- i 
" Mio riKlit Jlaiiit of the British, with 
"I l>i''kUmm WHH on the left, with eight * 
'rw'>' iiiilitiii. Wasliington was three 
I »" U)u rf-nr, with the main body. He deter- 
■1 Ut MiHkv nn attack upon tlie British 1 
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By should reach the strong grounds about Middle- 
Lee was ordered to nmiiitain his dispositions 
fean attack, and to keep his troops constantly on 
[bir arms, so as to take advantage of the first 
[vement of the enemy. Knyphausen led the van, 
the baggage, and the best troops were placed 
he rear, under ComwalHs. 

A.t break of day, on the 28th of June, the royal 
by began their march; but the rear waited until 
|ht o'clock in the morning, Lee followed them 
feto the plains ; Clinton turned, with his whole rear- 
division, to attack the Americans, and Lee began 
the engagement. Owing to some misunderstanding, 
part of the American forces began to retreat, and 
the rest soon followed in great disorder. Washing- 
ton now came up with the main body, and, to hia 
great astonishment and mortification, met the ad- 
vanced division in full retreat, Lee intending to re- 
new the battle on higher ground. Washington rode 
forward and addressed General Lee in warm terms 
of disapprobatioR, Yet hia indignation could not get 
the better of his self-command; and he immediately 
set himself to repair the error which liad been com- 
mitted. He ordered Lee to arrest the progress of 
the flying soldiers, while he brought up the main 
body to their assistance. Lee executed his orders 
with his characteristic courage and skill. A sharp * 
confiict ensued: the Americans were compelled to 
retreat, and were this time brought ofi' by Lee in 
good order. The British advanced, and attacked 
the second Une of the Americans, which was strongly 
posted, and made such a vigorous resistance tliat 
! enemy were compelled to give vfay ■, uai ■ai- 
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h-Mjuwr lUfi Mnjm Dtckeoscn, all aUe «l 
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vtjivi ((iiilU'MJ it; w)i«n, finding hteeoemv 
liM fi^r N.:w York, wwi bk^ckaded tiie 
I 111 Uw tmrUr. 



!1 



MASSACRE OF WYOMING. 



^^pbi the Bpring of 1778, the settlers, fearing an 
^aftack, sept an express to the Board of War, to re- 
present the danger in which the settlement at 
Wyoming was of being destroyed by the Indiana 
and tories, and to request that the men who had 
gone from the valley and joined the Continental 
army might be ordered to return and assist in the 
defence of their homes. Their request was granted ; 
and a company, commanded by Captain Spalding, 
composed of what remained of the two companies 
before mentioned as having been enlisted at Wyo- 
ming, set out for the valley, and were within two days' 
march of it on the day of the fatal battle. About 
the Ist of June, the same year, a scouting-party 
from Captain Hewitt's company discovered a num- 
ber of canoes, with Indians, on l\ie tWet a.\. waw 
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ietanoe above the settlement; and a few days after, 

jmrty of [iidians attacked, and killed or made pri- 

inerH, nine or ten men, while at work on the batik 

the river, about ten miles above the fort. Many 

ireiimstances indicated the approiich of a large body 

the enemy. Such was the situation of the settle- 

lent when Colonel Butler arrived. This was the 

latter part of June, and hut a few days before the 

battle. Oil the Ist of July, the militia under the 

command of Colonel DenJaon, with all others who 

were capable and willing to bear arms, (Ufsemhled at 

the fort in Wilkesbarre, being the principal fort 

They made an excursion iigainst the enemy, killed 

two Indians, and found the bodies of the men who 

had been murdered by them. When they retufned, 

lach man was obliged to go to his own house and 

rnish himself with provisions, as there were none 

Elected at the fort. Jn consequence of this disper- 

Biou, they were not able to astiemble again until the 

3d of July, when their whole strength amounted to 

about 360 men. 

It probably would have been greater, but many 
of the settlere chose rather to remain in the other 
forts, for the purpose of defending their families and 
•operty, in which they naturally felt a greater in- 
ireat than in the general welfare. Of the whole 
(unsiating of the militia, Captain Hewitt's 
company of rangers, and a few volunteers, including 
several officers and soldiers of the regular army who 
happened to be in the viiiley, Colonel Butler was re- 
quested to take the command. The whole, as before 
slated, amounted to about 350 men, indifferently 
■nished with arms and ammunition. 
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KAb the enemy had entered the valley at the upper 
idj and had advanced directly towards the fort in 
hich the settlers were assembled, the ohject of the 
[yagea was supposed to be to attack thorn in the 
The enemy had taken Fort Wintermote and 
> other small fort and burned them, and were 
r and laying waste the whole country in their 
IS. Colonel Butler held a consultation with 




the officers ; and it was decided to be best to go out 
and intercept the progress of the enemy, if possible, 
and put an end to the scene of devastation which 
they witnessed. Being perfectly acquainted with 
the country, they marched out some distance from 
the fort, and formed on tlie bank of a creek, in a 
very advantageous situation. Here they lay con- 
ecaled, expecting that the enemy would advance to 
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llf-WMy down t)ip line be 
ttr ivtri>ntiri|t, nnd lliat be 
ftH, iiihI iH'iir (lir iidvaDcin; be ^ 
||i< rtttl't l<'«l ■■'• >"<t>it^ <*f <)>^ aeftM 
>||IK nil llii< |i>n liwl retiKed uid ife- 
iVUK*'* tiiilli-iiloil thvir Buoc«ML TIb 
«HiM- nlilo Id tuiiiiilniti il^ groand, va» finai li 
i*h'iil, mill lliK iimto (WHiH bccune fcfenl B* 
Ri'iMH wi'h' |nliifi|.«lly killed in their scArtHl 
It.'mpt* 1.) hilly tl>« mull. TheUefcat v«Hld;wi 
U> liMH ill killt'il wiiH variously estimated rt &*■ 
fit til tliifc liiiit<li-i>a of tlie eeUlers. Of Gqtti> 
luwltr* i<iiiii|ittiiy [tut lU'tfen cHcaped. TbekMof 
W iiiiiiniy witx iiUo ruDBidumble. Colonek Batkr 
till lldiiinini, iiltlitiii^li iiiiicli PxpoMMl to the enemy's 
ilti, i'W!(i|)(>il. (\)|mi»'I Biitlor TOlk'cted four or five 
ifii Itigi'llittr ill tlii'ir llijjlit, dirtfcteii them tor 
buir iiriiiM, tind whi-ii imy of tlie Indians, who 
OHlltiruil oviT Iho plain Imnting for their victimB, 
tplinmi'lifd lli« litlio piirty, tlicy fired upon them, 
md by tliin iiiomis thoy Hcciired their retreat to 
forty Fort. Many of tin- sottlcrs, at tLe commence- 
fteut of their liiglit, luid thrown away their arms, 
hat they might be bolter able to escape. But this 
liaB of no avail, for the Indians overtook and killed 
liem with their tomahawks. Tlie lew that escaped 
BBembled at Forty Fort ; but the inhabitants were 
BO much dieheartened by their det'uat that they were 
ready to Bubiuit upon jvny tenns that raiglit be 
offered. The vnemy ix-fnsed to treat with Colonel 

lUtler, or to i^ive quarter to any Continental officer 
soldier. Indeed, it had been determined, if 

,ey were lakirn, to deliver them hito the han^ ol 
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Indians. Colonel Butler then left the valley 
proceeded to a place on the Lehigh, called 
Baden liutten. On the 4th of July, Colonel Deni- 
1 and Colonel John Butler entered into articles of 
bitulation fur the surrender of the eettieraent. By 
fese articles it was stipulated, among other things, 
Eat "the lives of the inhabitants should be pre- 
ved," and that they ghould " occupy their farms 
peaceably;" that "the Continental stores should be 
given up;" and that "the private property of the iu- 
hnbitanta should be preserved entire and unhurt." 
The enemy then marched into the fort; but the con- 
ditions of the capitulation were entirely disregarded 
on their part. The Indians plundered the inhabitants 
indiscriminately, and stripped them even of such of 
their wearing-apparel as they choae to take. Com- 
plaint was made to ColonelJohn Butler, who turned 
his baek upon them, saying he could not control the 
Indians, and walked out of the fort. The people, 
finding that they were left to the mercy of the tories 
and savages, fled from the valley, and made the best 
of their way, about fifty miles, through the wilder- 
ness, to the nearest settlement of their friends, 
leaving their property a prey to the enemy. All 
the houses on the northwest side of the Susquehanna 
were plundered and burned. They afterwards plun- 
dered and burned the town of Wilkcebarre. Having 
accomplished their hellish purpose of destruction and 
df^Bolation, the main body of the enemy returned to 
Niagara, taking with them all the horses, cattle, and 
other property which they did not think proper to 
detitroy. 
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SIEGK OF SAVANNAH. 

The Buramer of 1779 was occupied 

BritiBh in alreiigthening themselves in Georgia! 

aideavoring to extend tlieir conquesta to the Cftro I 

General Lincoln attivcked them unsuccessfully 

; Stono Ferry, and then retired to Slieldon, near 

(eaufort, while Prevost retreated to Savannah, (June, 

1779.) 

The military aspect of things remained una!' 
*red here until September, when Count D'Estaing, 
■ who had been prevailed on by General Lincoln, ana 
[President Lowndes, of South Carolina, to aid in th^ 
E'Boathern campaign, appeared off the coast and 
■TOaaed the whole country to action. 

After havuig victualled and repaired his fleet ^ 
Jftton, he had sailed to the West ludies, \ 



^9, w^H^I 



SAVAh EXPLOITS. 93 

taken St. Vincent and Grenada. About the 
Winning of the year he had retired to Cape Fran- 
, and he afterwiirds sailed for the American con- 
Hia fleet consiated of twenty eail-of-the- 
Eb, two Bfty-gun ships, and eleven frigates. As 
i as his arrival waa known, Lincoln marched for 
pannah. The British, to prepare for their defence, 
nearly their whole army employed, day and 
pt, in strengthening and extending their lines; 
Ue the American militia, sanguine in the hope 
( expelling the enemy from their Southern pos- 
luons, joined the army with unusual alacrity, 
ataing had demanded a surrender, and allowed a 
suspension of hostilities for twenty-four hours, during 
which interval Colonel Maitland, with about 800 
men, from Beaufort, succeeded in joining the gar- 
rison. Prevost at length answered that he would 
defend the place to the last extremity. On the 
4th of October, the batteries of the besiegers were 
opened, with nine mortars and fifty-two cannon. 
Finding that a long time would be required to take 
the place by regular approaches, it was determined 
to assault the town. In pursuance of this design, 
on the 9th of October, while two feints were made 
with the militia, a real attack was made on Spring 
Hill battery, juat as daylight appeared, with two 
columns, consisting of 3500 French troopa, 600 Con- 
tinentals, and 350 of the inhabitants of Charleston. 
The allies marched boldly to the assault; but a 
very heavy and well-directed fire from tlie battery 
threw their front columns into confusion. They 
still pressed forward to a redoubt, where the conflict 

te fierce and desperate. A French and an 
^ 
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>«rican itandanl wM« tar m thmr ^ i 
t tltn awaiknU, aAer 
n^'firv minutcB, 
nmcli &.1T, andof the 
kilM or wounded. 

WM mofe deeplj iMneatad th«B tte 

Hjot PulMki. a Polivh dBee 

Immedintely aAer tUs 

I militia alioost uoiTeraall^- wot tolkdrfaaaai 

md Ctmnt D'HUtaing, re-embttriEiag kos tracfs ni 

rtillvry, U>n tbe continent. 

Wliil« tlio flil■^e of Savaiinafa wma pepdJoft • | 

ririnnrkublv untu-prise was e&cited by Cuhf I Jflhv 

I WliiUt, or Oeut^^n. Previous to O'Estuig'aairiTili 

■ibimt 100 tory regulars had taken post near the 

nOg'-'*-''''"-'" liivur, twoDty'five miles from Savanaali- 

there wfrtt ut tlie wirae place five British nsseU, 

- of which were manned with foriy sailors and 

>(fd wilh eighteen guiitc. Colonel White, with six 

voliuit^^c-m, captured all this force. On the 30tb of 

H(*pU-irilier, at eleven o'oluck at night, he kindled a 

LHUIiihur of Gtch in dilferent places, adopted tbe 

vnde of a large eneiimpinent, practised a variety 

f other Mtratiigeme, and 6uiaUy concluded his demon- 

krationa by MurniiKming the captain of the tories to 

brrender. The hitter was bo fully impressed with 

e opinion that nothing but instant compliance oould 

Jfcve Ilia men from being cut to pieces by a superior 

brce that he made no defence. White managed 

■fa bold enterprise with such address that all tbe 

■riaunen!, amounting to 141, were secured, and 

tonducted hy tlieir captoxB to the town of Suaburyj 

peaty-ilve miles disti 




Meaktime, Washington was posted at West Point; 
and while the British were sending parties of plun- 
derers into Connecticut and Virginia, under General 
Matthews and the infamous Governor Tryon, Wayne 
performed one of his most brilliant feats. 

Stony Point and Fort La Fayette, on opposite 
sides of the Hudson, some miles below the Ameri- 
can camp, afibrded two poets which might prac- 
ticably be attacked. They had been taken from 
the Americans in the spring, when the works were 
incomplete, and Clinton had giirrisoned them and 
put the fortifications in the best state of repair. 
After reconnoitring the works in person, Washing- 
ton determined to surprise them. The attempt was 
b«£srdou8; for Stony Point is a commanding hill^ 
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0» the l&th of July. 1779, GcMiJ 
■ Mwiiail from Srady Badi, finrteea mBes «i^ 
6mii fkoiij Point, at tbe be«i of tbe de i ii .1 i M « t rf 
Uo<^, irUdl wen diiefij New Engbwtecg. ttt 
ftuaij WMi aMNUitauioai, neged, aad difficult; At 
iraa iirtwiMe, aod it was ei^t in tbe evo^ 
-, r tL« Tsn of the party reacbed Spnn^ TTh b I i , 
auk aod a half from the fcHl, wbere tbe detach- 
balttMl Ukd fi>rm«l, while Gesoal Wayne and 
at bis officers proceeded to take a view of the 
At half-past eleven, the party, in two to- 
, advanced Ufwarda the garrieon. One hundred 
fifty voJnnteers, under Colonel Fleurj"' fo»-med 
van lA the right, and 100 voluoteers, under 
Mayjr Stewart, oompoeed the van of the left. Both 
advaoced with unloaded muskets and fixed bayonet^ 
each was preceded by a forlorn hope of 20 
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by Lieutenants Gibbons and Knox, to remove 
^ obstructions and abattis, and to open a passage 
i tbe columns, which followed close in the rear 
ving taken care to secure every person on the 
le who could give information of their approach 

columns reached the marsh undiscovered, li 
ssing it, unexpected diliiculties occurred, and i 
! twenty minutes past twelve when the attack 
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ommenced. A tremendouia diKcliarge of musketr_) 
nd grape-shot opened on the asaniliints; but boti 
olumns rushed forward with fixed bayonets, ano 
oon gained possession of the fort. 

This was a brilliant exploit, and the assailant 
ained more noble and permanent honors by thei 
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place was taken by storm, tatd tb«- AmLiican tioopi 
were greatljr exttupersted bjr the meTt»le>« nrn^ 
and dev»BtiUiocui commitled bj the enemy on the 
c»ut of Cwinectictil, if t ddI one iDtlividual '( the 
fuiiaoa sufiered after resist&nre t-eftwd. The gam 
son lost 20 mcD killed in tbe nmdict, and 74 wuuod' 
ed, Jocluding nx officers. The ArnvricAns had 63 
killed, two of whom were ofBoeTsi ; but the wounded 
did not exceed 40. Seventeen out of 20 of Lie* 
teiituit Gibbon's furtoni hope were either killed ot 
wounded. The prisoners amounted to 543, includ- 
ing o&nxn; and tbe uiilitiiry stores, ordnanoe, and 
standiLnls, which iell iuto tbe Lauds uf the victon^ 
were considerable. 

Owing to the defenceless state of the works c 
the river-side, which would now be expoeted '■ 
attacks from the British shi{>[)itig in the river, 
waa estimated that it would ret^uire a garrisoo ol 
1500 lueti lu dvfuiid the place ; and General Waid^ 
ingtou could nut spare that number fmm his littli 
army, which amounted in nil to scarcely 9000 toe 
Ue tberetbre deemed it expedient to evacuate tl 
I place, alter having, to a certain extent, demoliabi 
' the works. 

Clinton soon after again took possession of Stui 
Point, ordered the lurtificutious to be repaired, ai 
stationed a strong giurison in the tort; but,J(ulii 
in bis attempts to driiw Washington I'roni bis stron 
position in the Highlands, he again sailed down ll 
river to New Yurk. 
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CAPTURE OF THE SERAPIS. 

The French ministry, to testify their good-will to 
the United States, had promised to furnish Paul 
Jones with a ship, in which, however, he was to 
display the American flag; but, after varioaa written 
roemorials, no progress seemed to have been made 
towards the fulfilment of tliia engagement. At 
length he determined to apply in person, and, hav- 
ing gone to Paris, he soon obtained the command of 
the Due de Duras, of forty guns. The name, how- 
ever, he changed to Le Bon-Eomffie Richard, in com- 
pliment to the wise saying of Poor Richard : — " If 
you would have your business done, come yourself; 
if not, send." In tliis vessel, badly manned and not 
much better furnished, Paul Jones sailed as commo- 
dore of a little squadron, consisting, besides his own 
sliip, of the Alliance, of thirty-sis guns, the Pullas, of 
thirty-two, the Serf, of eighteen, the Vengeance, of 
twelve, and two privateers, which requested leave 
to share the commodore's fortunes. Alter taking 
tera! prizes, the Serf, the privateers, and v\,\, Wn^'a 
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the Alliiince. Jcscrted the Bqiiadrnn. The ramrao- 
dore's gixxl fortune, however, did not desert him. 
On the 15th of September, he was, with his own 
Bhip, the Pallas, the Veiijiennce, and several prizes,, 
at the entrance into the Firth of Forth, where thfiy 
made every necessary disposition to seize the guard-- 
ship and two cutters that rode at anchor in the. 
roads, and to lay Leith, and perhaps Edinburgh, 
under contribution. The wind, which was fair ia 
the night, opposed them in the morning. However, 
on the 16lh, the little squadron continued all day to 
work up the Firth. At tliis time a member of the 
British Parliament, observing them from the coast 
of Fife, and mistaking them for the king's ships, 
Bent off a boat to inform the commodore that he 
■was greatly afraid of Paul Jones, and to beg some 
powder and shot. Our hero, much amused with the 
message, sent him a barrel of gunpowder, with a 
civil answer to quiet hts fears and an apology for 
not including shot in the present. 

Next morning, at daybreak, every thing was ia 
perfect readiness to commence the engagement, and 
two tacks more would have brought the strangers 
alongside their enemies, when, at tliat critical mo. 
ment, a sudden gale of wind swept down the Firth, 
raging with such violence as completely to over- 
power them, to sink one of the prizes and drive all 
the rest of the squadron lairly out to sea. By this 
failure the captains of the Pallas and Vengeance 
were so much disheartened that they could not be 
prevailed on to renew the attempt. 

Continuing their cruise, after various adventures, 
squadron suddenly discovered . the homeward- 
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British Baltic fleet, off Scarbviroiigh Cnstle, 

»rted by the frigate Senipis and the Countess of 

nrborough. After a long engagement, in which 

ml Jones displayed the most astonishing skill, in- 

Jiidlty, and presence of mind, the Countess of Scar- 

»ugh struck to the Pallas, and the Serapis to the 

i-Homme Richard, which latter ship was reduced 

> shattered a state that next morning, after all 

1 had left her, she went to the bottom. The 

"apis was not in much better condition, the com- 

; having, with his own hands, lashed the two 

3 together, to prevent the enemy from availing 

i' of his superiority in weight of metal. 
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During the year 1780, the contest between Great 
Britain and her aucient colonies waa carried on 

[chiefly in the Southern States, Aa soon as Sii 
Henry Clinton aecertaiiied that Count D'Estaing 
had left the American coast, he hai^teued to de- 
spatch an expedition against South Carolina, leav- 
ing the garrison at New York under the command of 
General Knyphausen. Early in February the troops 
landed within thirty miles of the capital. Go- 
vernor Rutledge, to whom the Assembly of South 
Carolina had recently given extraordinary powers, 
ordered the militia to rendezvous; but the repulse at 
Savannah at the cloee of (he preceding campaign 
had produced such tv diMpiritina elTect that but few 
■niplied. The rl.-f.nr-^s ..\' ClMHe.-tpn consisted of 
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a chain of redoubts, lines, atid biitteries, extendinf? 
from Ashley to Cooper River, on which were mounted 
upwards of eighty pieces of artillery ; and on all dide3 
of Ilie fowl], where a landing was pructicnble, h«tr 
IcTJes were erected and covered with artillery 
General Lincoln, trusting to these defences, and 
expecting large reinforcements, remained in Charles. 
ton at the earnest request of the inhabitantH, and, 
with the force under his command, resolved to de- 
fend (he place. On the 21st of March the British 
fleet crossed the bar, and anchored in Five Fathom 
Hole. Commodore Wliipple, who commanded the 
American vessels, finding it impracticable to prevent 
the enemy from passing over the bar, fell back to 
Fort Moultrie, and afterwards to Charleston. In 
a few days the town was invested by sea and land, 
and the British commanders summoned General 
hincolu to surrender: the demand was, however, 
met by a firm refusal. The batteries of the first 
parallel were now opened upon the town, and soon 
made a visible impression ; and, to prevent the recep- 
tion of the reinforcements which General Lincoln 
expected. Sir Henry Clinton detached Lieutenant- 
Colonel Webster, with 1400 men, by the advanced 
guard of which detachment the American cavalry, 
with the militia attached to them, were surprised ia 
tile night of the 14th of April, and completely 
Muted and dispersed. The British now extended 
tliemselves to the eastward of Cooper River; and 
atloilt this time Sir Henry Clinton received a re- 
inforcement of 3000 men from New York. The 
garrison having no reasonable hope of efiecting a re- 
trPHt. an off^r was marie of surrendering Uve luviav 



r 
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but the pro[>o8ed conditions were rejected by the 
British comriiandci-8. Tlie bcBiegers in the mean time 
were daily advancing their works, and had now com- 
pleted their third parallel. The garrison of Fori 
Moultrie surrendered; and the broken remains of 
the Atiierican cavalry under Colonel White were 
Bgain Burpriaed by Colonel Tarleton, and the whole 
either killed, taken, or dispersed. Sir Henry Clin- 
ion, thus Hucceystol in every operation, renewed his 
former offei"9 to the garrison in case of their sur- 
render; but, the terms so far as they respected the 
citizens not being satisfactory, hostilities recom- 
menced. The batteries of the third parallel now 
opened on the town, and did great execution. 
Several houses were burned, numbers of the besieged 
were killed at their guns, and the British prepared 
to make a general assault by land and water. At 
length a great number of citizens of Charleston ad- 
dressed General Lincoln in a petition, requesting his 
acceptance of the terms which had been previously 
offered. A capitulation was consequently signed on 
the 12th of May, and the nest day Major-General 
Leslie took possession of the town. 

The capital having surrendered, measures were 
adopted to overawe the inhabitants of the country 
and induce them to return to their allegiance to the 
king. Garrisons were placed in different parts of the 
state ; and 2000 men were despatched towards North 
Carolina, to repel several parties of militia who 
were hastening to the relief of Charleston. 




i 

^H BATTLE OF WAXHAWS. 

^^FThe fall of Charleston was a matter of much exul- 
^^Bilon to the British, and spread a deep gloom over 
the aspect of American affiiira. The whole Suiithern 
army was lost, which, althongh small, could not soon 
be replaced. The number of tones had always been 
considerable in the South ; and, though they hud 
been previously deterred from entering the lic'ld liy 
the superior force of their opponents, yet the recent 
British successes roused all their lurking partialities, 
decided the wavering, and encouraged the timid. 

Clinton was well aware of the advantage he had 
gained, and immediately adopted measures to over- 
awe the inhabitants and induce them to return tc 
their Ibrmer allegiance, by the rapidity of his move- 
ments pnd the sudden appearance of his troops in 
different partu of the country. For this purpose he 
despalched a bfjdy ol'iUiKI men towarAs '^uxVV'C.wv*- 
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BATTLE OF CAMDEN. 

r the hope of relieving Clmrleatoii, Congress had 
lered the Maryland and Delaware troops to march 
lo South Caroliua; but they were delayed so much 
that they did not reach the Head of Elk until 
April 16, when they inarohed directly towards 
South Carolina. The Baron De Kalh commanded 
this detaohment; but, as he waa a foreigner, iinac- 
qiiaiuted M-ith the country and not aeciistoined tc 
undisciplined troops, CongreeB thought it advisable 
to give the connnand of the Scjiithcrn army to 
leral Gates. It was hoped tliat his Vaww s\\A\Cvft 
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presence ns coniinanckr of the Southern annj 
would aiiiiiinte the friends of independence. 

A council of war had advised De Kalb to file oflF 
from the direct road to Caindon, through tlie well- 
cultivated settlements in the district of the Wax- 
haws; but when, on the 27th of July, Gates joined 
the army and took the command, he determined to 
go by the shortest road to the British encampments. 
This route led through a country of pine-barrens, 
sand-hills, and swamps, infested by a host of fugitive 
tories, whose poverty afforded no subsistence to the 
army and whose politics prevented any secret en- 
terprisea. Soon after they began their march, they 
were joined by Colonel Porterfield, with 100 
Virginia militia. The army soon ielt the want 
W provisions J and fatigue, fasting, and disappoini- 
ents as to supplies, exiisperated them to a high 
igree. Slai-vatioii became a cant term among hotli 
icers and soldiers; and the whole army aiibsisterf 
on a few lean cattle found in the woods, and green 
corn and peaches, which unwholesome diet naturally 

produced dysenteries. 

^L The army at length reached Clermont, thirteen 
^Hmiles from Camden, on the 13th of August. On 
^■%hc next day General Stephens joined them with a 
^^Hnrge body of the Virginia militia, making the whole 
^Biumber of tlie army 3663, of which 900 were regu- 
^"lars and 70 cavalry. Cornwallis had now joined hia 
army, which was concentrated at Camden. It had 
I been somewhat reduced by sickness, and the whole 
lUmher at Camden amounted to no more than 2000 
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Gates had iesued a proclamation on entering the 
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I Be, inviting the patriotic citizens to join in at- 
Bpting to rescue their State from its conquerors, 
though this proclamation brought many into the 
field, the number did not equal Gates's esppL-tfir 
tions. The whole country, however, appeared to be 
rising, and CornwalHs found that he must either re- 
treat to Charleston or risk a battle. He chose the 
latter; and, as his position in Camden wsis unfavor- 
able for repelling an attack, he moved out on the 
night of the 15th, intending to assault the Ame- 
rican camp at Clermont. Gates liad sent his sick, 
wounded, and baggage, to the Waxhaws, and was 
advancing to a more eligible situation about eight 
miles fj-oni Camilen. The advance of both armies 
met in the night, and an engagement ensued. Some 
of Armand's cavalry, who led the American van, 
being wounded, fdl back on others, who suddenly 
recoiled; by which movement the first Maryland 
regiment was broken and the whole line of the 
army tlirown into confusion. This first impression 
struck deep, and dispirited the militia; but the 
Americans soon recovered their order, and both 
armies retained their positions during the night. 

I« the morning a severe and general engagement 
took place. At the first onset General Stevens led 
Jbrward his men within fifty paces of the enemy, 
who were also advancing, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Webster. Stevens then cried out, " Now, my brave 
fellows, we have bayonets as well as they : we 
will charge them !" Cornwallis, who had mistaken 
Stevens's movement for a change of position, gave 

Brs to Webster to begin the attack, and the 
Ml advanced with a loud shout. The courage 
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of th« VirKtniit militia EtiletL wnd tli.. 
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Two hundred and ninety American prisoners were 
rried into Camden, of wliich number 206 were 
ntinentals, 82 North Carolina militia, and two 
The Americans lost the whole of their 
Rillery, eight field-pieces, and nearly all their bag- 
gage. Their loss in killed and wounded in the 
battle could not well be ascertained. Timt of the 
British was stated at 69 killed, 245 wounded, and 
11 missing. 

The Baron De Kalb, while making a vigoroua 
charge at the head uf the regiment of infantry, fell 
under eleven wounds. His aide-de-camp, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Du Buysson, received him in his arms, and 
endeavored to save him from the fury of the foe by 
announcing his name and nation. He was wounded 
while attempting to shield bis friend; but a British 
officer, coming up, ordered every attention to be paid 
to the unfortunate De Kalb. He was a Gennan by 
birth, and had formerly been long in the French 
service. He was second in command in tliis action, 
and gave new proofs of his bravery and experience. 
When he made his last charge, he was still ignorant 
of the flight of the left whig and centre, as the 
Ibgginess of the morning prevented him from seeing 
■what was passing; and, when wounded and taken, 
he would scarcely believe that Gates was defeated. 
He expired in a few hours, spending his last breath 
in dictating a letter expressing the warmest aftection 
for the oificera and men of his division and the most 
l^ted admiration of Lbeir courage and good conduct. 





BATTLE OF KING'S MOUNTAIN. 

A SPIRIT of t'literpriee Iwginning to revive amongl 
the Americiiii militia about this time, (Oct. 7, 1780,) [ 
prompted Colonel Cltvrk to make an attempt on the j 
British post at Augusta, in Georgia; but in thia he I 
failed, and was obliged to retreat. Major Ferguson, 
witli tbe Lope of intercepting liis paitj, kept near I 
the mountains, and at a considerable distance from J 
support. XlieBe circumstances, together with theL 
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depredations of tlie loyalists, induced those hardy 
republicans who reside on the west side of the Alle- 
ghany Mountains to form an enterprise for reducing 
that distinguished partisan. Tliis was done of their 
own motion, without any direction from the govern- 
ment of America or from the ofScers of the Con- 
tinental army. 

There was, without any apparent design, a power- 
ful combination of several detached commanders of 
the adjacent States, with their respective commands 
of militia. Colonel Campbell, of Virginia, Colonels 
Cleveland, Shelby, Sevier, and McDowel, of North 
Carolina, together with Colonels Lacey, Hawthorn, 
and Hill, of South Carolina, all rendezvoused to- 
gether, with a number of men amounting to 1600; 
though they were under no general command, and 
though they were not called upon to embody by any 
common authority, or indeed by any authority at 
all, but that of a general impulse of their own minds. 
They had so little of the mechanism of a regular 
array, that the colonels, by common consent, com- 
manded each day alternately. The hardships these 
volunteers underwent were very great. Some of 
them subsisted, for weeks together, without tasting 
bread or salt or spirituous liquors, and slept in 
the woods without blankets. The running stream 
quenched their thirst. At night the earth afforded 
them a bed, and the heaveuB, or, at most, the limbs 
of trees, were their only covering. Ears of corn or 
pumpkins thrown into the Hre, with occasional sup- 
plies of beef or venison, killed and roasted iu the 
woods, were the chief articles of their provisions. 

le^ had neither commissaries, quarter-masters, nor 
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I stores of any kind. Tliey selected about 1000 oi 
l.tbeir best men and mounted tliem on their fleetest 
I. borses. Tlieee attacked Major Ferguson (7th Octo- 
I ber) on tlie top of King's Mountain, near tlie con- 
r fines of Nortli and South Carolina. The Americana 
r formed three parties. Colonel Lacey, of South Caro- 
llinn, led one, which attacked on the west. The two 
i others were commanded by Colonels Campbell and 
I Cleveland, — one of which attacked on the east, and 
I'the other in the centre. 

On this occasion. Colonel Cleveland addressed bia 

party in the following plain, unvarnished language : — 

"My brave fellows! — We have beat the tories, and 

we can beat tliem. They are all cowards. If they 

had the spirit of men, they would join with their 

fellow-eitizens in supporting the independence of, 

I their country. When engaged, you are not to wait 

I for the word of command from me. I will show 

l^ou by my example how to fight. I can undertake 

I So more. Every man must consider himself as an 

|officer, and act from his own judgment. Fire aa 

[qnick as you can, and stand as long as you can. 

IWhon you can do no better, get Ijehind trees, or 

|IVlit'at; but I beg of you not to run quite off. If 

IkH' W> ivpulsed, let us make a point to return and 

lH'iH>w llio fight. Perhaps we may have better luck 

\\\i> wH'ond attempt than in the first. If any 

>\iu Ih> afraid, such have leave to retire; and 

mt'^ i-f(iucsted uumediately to take them- 

\t\i,ii\,V^>'\\, with great boldness, attacked the assail- 
*i vvi^^ tt\«H) liayunets, and compelled them suc- 
UX^V ^V^ WltlVi but they only fell back a little 
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way, and, getting behind trees and rocke, renewed 
their fire in nlmost every direction. The Britisli, 
being uncovered, were aimed at by the American 
marksmen, and many of tliem were slain. An un- 
usual number of the killed were found shot In the 
bead. Kiflemen took off riflemen with such exact- 
ness that they killed each other when taking sight, 
so effectually that their eyes remained, after they 
were dead, one shut and the other open, in the 
usual manner of marksmen when levelling at their 
object. Major Ferguson displayed as much bravery 
as was possible in his situation ; but his encamp- 
ment on the top of the mountain was not well 
chosen, as it gave the Americana an opportunity 
of covering themselves in their approaches. Had 
he pursued his marcli, on charging and driving the 
first part of the militia which gave way, he might 
have got off with the most of his men ; but his un- 
conquerable spirit disdained either to flee or to sur- 
render. After a severe conflict, he received a mortal 
wound. No chance of esciipe being left, and all 
prospect of successful resistance being at an end, 
the contest was ended by the submission of the 
survivors. Upwards of 800 became prisoners, and 
225 were killed and wounded. Very few of the 
assailants felt; but in their number was Colonel 
Williams, a distinguished militia officer in Ninety- 
Six district, who had been very active in opposing 
the re-establishment of British government. Ten of 
the royal militia who had surrendered were hanged 
by their conquerors, in retaliation for similar acts 
fif the tories. 
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BATTLE OF THE COWPENS. 

In January, 1781, Lieutenant-Colonel Tarletoii 
was sent by Cornwallis in pursuit of General Mor- 

l gan, who desired rather to avoid an engagement for 
the moment, but at last determined to await his 
approach and give him battle. On the morning of the 
17th he was apprised of the proximity of Tarleton, 
and made preparations to receive him. Morgan 
was posted at the Cowpens, near the boundary-line 
of the (larolinas. He threw out an advanced guard 

. under Colonel Cunningham and Major McDowell, 
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who were directed, upon the approach of the enemy, 
to skirmish, and fall back upon the first line, which 
was formed of militia under command of Gene- 
ral Pickens. The second line, stationed at a distance 
of two hundred yards in the rear of the first, con- 
sisted of the Continentals and Captains Triplet's and 
Taite's companies of Virginia militia, together with 
Captain Beattie's Georgians, the whole under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Howard. The cavalry, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Washington, formed the reserve. 

Previous to the engagement, Morgan addressed his 
men, and, in order that no confusion might be oo 
caaioned by the breaking of the mihtia should they 
be overcome by the superior force and discipline of 
the enemy, he directed their officers, in case they 
were compelled to retire, immediately to form upon 
the flank of the second line. Tarleton's advanced 
guard consisted of a legion of infantry, together with 
three companies of light infantry; the centre of the 
first battalion of the 71st, the entire 7th regiment, 
and the field-pieces; and the rear of infantry and 
cavalry. After passing Thickell Creek, he ordered 
a portion of his cavalry to the advance, when, com- 
ing up with the American light troops, the latter 
skirmished and gave way. 

Tarleton formed his line of battle of three bodies 
of infantry, separated by the field-pieces, — each flank 
supported by cavalry. One hundred and fif^y yards 
in the rear of the left flank was placed the reserve 
of one battalion of infantry and 200 dragoons. 
His force advanced until they came up with Pickens's 
r|uie, which delivered its fire with deadly effect when 
1^^ were within fifty yards. This held them in 
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^■id a terriljlp contest ensued. Tarleton was here 
^^■ligtKl to bring up his reserve, the presence of 
^|nioh gave titiw spirits to bis troops. 
^"^ Howard, in giving an order for the protection of 
liiB right Biuik, wnw misunderstood ; and confusion 
, Wan thus eiuised, wht'n the line commenced breaking. 
|«8hiiigton, on the k-ft, after the giving way of the 
pt line, gallantly charged the enemy's cavalry, who 
e coming down upon them, and was of the 
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est asgistance in protcctjiig Pickens wL lie his com- 
mand was rallied. As Howard's line was falling 
back, that officer received a message from Washing- 
ton, desiring liim to fire and he would at the same 
moment charge. Morgan now gave the word of 
command, wlien the troops faced about, fired, 
charged, and the enemy was overcome in front. 
Washington was still engaged on the left with the 
artillery and a portion of the cavalry opposed to him. 
Howard's right was now menaced by the 71st, and 
a portion of the cavalry advanced to the support of 
that- regiment. Morgan sent one company to the 
support of Washington, and ordered the right bat- 
talion to fall upon the Tlst, while three companies 
held secure the prisoners who had already been 
^^^en. 

^^■[^hese dispositions had the desired effect, and, after 
^^^rcre fighting, the entire British army was over- 
^^wne, and Tarleton left the field, carrying with him 
a few dragoons, and was for some distance pursued 
by Washington. Towards the close of the engage- 
ment, Washington, while charging, wellnigh lost 
Lis life. Being far in iidvance of his command, and 
before he was aware of his dangerous posilion, he 
was surrounded by a number of the enemy, and, but 
for the timely intervention of some of his men, 
must have been killed. The loss of the British in 
this battle may be stated as follows: — killed, 60; 
wounded, 124; prisoners, 600: besides which, there 
fell into the hands of Morgan one hundred dragooii- 
liorses, two four-pounder field-pieces, eight hundred 
muskets, thirty-five baggoge-wagons, and two stand 
■^Acolors. On the other haud, our army lost W 

^ 1 




BATTLE OF GUILFORD COURT-nOUSE. 

Almost immediately after the battle of the Cow- 
pens, General Morgan efTected a junction with Gene- 
ral Greene, then in command of the Southern De- 
pajtment, and who deemed it necessary for tlie time 
to avoid an action with Cornwallis. Eequiring a 
corps of light troops to act as a covering- party during 
his retreat and to hang about and harass the enemy 
in his niovementa, General Greene selected for 
tbis purpose the troops under Lieutenant-Colonela 
Howard, Washington, and Lee, and the command 
of this body was given to Colonel 0. H. Williams, 
of Maryland. 

Its duties, which were of the moat arduous nature, 
were performed in a gallant manner; and on the 
loth of Februai;v the army had posted itseU u^xv 
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r the last line was plaootl the remainder of the 
^llery. 
■Captain Singleton commenced his fire, which was 
wrned by the enemy, who had formed their lints 

} battle, — the right wing under General Leslie and 
? left under Lieutenant-Colonel Webster, with the 

Jtillery in the centre under Lieutenant McLeod. 

he first battalion of the guards, under Lieutenant- 
Colonel Norton, served as a support for the right; and 
the second, with one company of grenadiers, under 
General O'Hara, for the left wing. Tarleton's drar 
goons were held in reserve. The British commander, 
having made all his dispositions, advanced, fired one 
round, and charged bayonets. Our militia, having 
given a few shots while the enemy was at a distance, 
were seized by a panic when they saw him coming 
down upon them. Many of them threw away their 
muskets; and (lie entreaties of Butler, Eaton, and 
Davie, with the threats of Lee, were of no avail. 
Almost the entire body fled. The artillery now 
retired to the left of the MarylanderH, At this 
crisis the enemy considered victory as already 
within his grasp, and continued to push on, when he 
was attacked on his right and left by Lee and Wash- 
ington, Comwatiis, perceiving this, threw one regi- 
ment out to engage Lee, and one regiment, together 
with his hght infantry and yagers, to resist Wasiiing- 
ton, filling up the breach thus created by advancing 
the grenadiers with two battalions of the guards, 

|;h had formed the supports to the flanks. Lee and 
tington fell hack in goad order, delivering their 
Until they came up with the second line, which 
> battle iu good earnest. The right flank was 
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ImUu, nUtar llm li-il of the Virginia militia gave 
I #l»^, wKttltiml U) Ultt support of O'Hara, who had 
l|i>rwHl tItM Airiiiiiitiiii right wing; aod tbe combined 
I AflltrnwiiiU 'it lUi-Hu ^I'uiiriilH ctiarged the 2d Mainland 
Iffljiiitunl itl lliii lliird line. Tliis regiuieut, panio 
llrtJ-iilklrll, lliid. liiitiliy, c:[)iiill)g up at the time, held 
, tiu) fiiioiiiy III (■liHi'k, tiiid a deadly conflict ensued. 
I Olinliy liiiviiiK liin lnjihu Hliot under him, Lieutenant- 
I Colonul ilijwiird HBBiiiiiuil the command. Washing- 
I ton, eeeiii{j how liul v/m tlie battle at this pointy 
Ipushed iurward and charged the enemyj aud^ 
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Howard advancing with his hayonets levelled, (he 
British were completely routed. 

Tile pursuit was continued for some distance, 
when Comwallis came up and determined to gain 
the victory at any cost. lie opened the fire of his 
artillery alike on friend and foe, causing an indis- 
criminate slaughter of British and Americans. 

The British were rallied at all points ; and Greene, 
considering it better to preserve the advantages he 
iiad gained, withdrew hie forces. This was dime in 
good order, and Cornwallis continued the pursuit 
but a short distance. The loss of the Americana 
wfia about 400 in killed and wounded; that of the 
British, about 800. The enemy retained the field, 
but his victory was both empty and disastrous. 

In our own day the same measures ns those taken 
by Cornwallis for the recovery of the lost field of 
Guilford have been pursued by the Russians in the 
defence of Sebaatopol. The following extract from a 
description of the battle of Balaklava, October 25, 
1854, will illustrate our remark: — "When there 
took place an act of atrocity, without parallel in the 

modern warfare of civilized nations They [the 

Bussians] saw their own cavalry mingled with the 
troopers who had just ridden over them; and, to the 
eternal disgrace of the Eusslan name, the miscreants 
poured a murderous volley of grape and canister on 
the mass of struggling men and horses, mingling 
Jriend and foe in one common ruin."* 

^The Wsr, firom the Landing at Gallipoli to the Deuth of 
jr W. H. Ruasiill, London, 1855. (P ■132.') 





BATTLE OP HOBKIKK'S HILL. 

On the morning of the 25th of April, 1781, Gene- 
J'tal Greene, being then in the neighborhood of C&m- 
Iden, South Carolina, ret^eived iiitbiniation that the 
LBritish of the command of Lord Rawdon were ad* 
i-vancing, Ilis line of battle waa soon formed on 
Hobkirk's Hill, in the following manner. The right, 
under General Huger, was composed of Hawes'a and 
Campbell's Virginians; the left, under Colonel Wil- 
liams, consisted of Gunby's and Ford's Marjlandera, 
with two piect's of artillery, under Colonel Harrison, 
rin the ceiilru- The restive waa formed of 250 North , 
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Cnroliujt militia, under Colonel Reid, together with 
Lieutenant-Colonel Washington's cavalry. Kirk- 
wwmJ's gallant Delawareans, who had been stationed 
in front, together with Captain Smith's company, 
skirmished with the enemy for some time, and then 
fell back in good order as they approached. Raw- 
don advanced in one narrow line, Ibrraed in the fol- 
lowing manner. On the right wa."* placed the 63d 
regiment, in the centre a body of volunteers, and 
on the left a corps called the King's American regi- 
ment. The Irish volunteers supported the right 
and Colonel Robinson the left flank. The British 
line was scarcely more than one-half the width of 
the American, and at once Gener.il Greene made 
dispositions to outflank it. For this purpose he 
ordered Campbell to advance on the right, while 
Ford made a similar movement on the left, Hawes 
and Guuby to charge bayonets in the centre, and 
Washington to fall upon the rear. All seemed to 
promise well; when Ford, gallantly pushing forward, 
received a mortal wound, by which some disorder 
waa created; but on they pressed. But, almost im- 
mediately after, Gunby's regiment recoiled and fell 
back; whereby Ford's men were unsupported, and 
gave way In like manner, Campbell's regiment, 
engaged on the right, stood firm for some time, and 
at lust began to falter, — was rallied, but again re- 
treated. Hawes's Virginia regiment was now the 
only one to stand ; and this body Greene headed in 
person. But all his efforts to regain the battle were 
UBeless : the enemy passed on, and nothing could hold 
1 in check. 

Jag all of this time Washington had been 




128 BATTLE-riEI.DS AND 

actively employed. After receiving crders to ad- 
vance, he ciiiirgifd and turned the enemy's left 
. flank, and then [lunlied on, tliat lie migiit fall upot 
his rear. He had now Bocured many prisoners, 
when he found that the main Ixxly of the array 
was in confusion, and, coming up in time, he saved 
the artillery by charging the enemy, who were just 
about capturing it, and brought it off tlie field. He 
also served aa a protection to the retreating army 
while Greene drew off his forces. The Americana 
were hatted at a distance of two miles from the 
field of battle, where Wasliington retraced his steps 
in order to gain information relative to the position 
of the enemy. He succeeded in drawing Major- 
Coffin, the commander of the British cavalry, into 
ambush, and, charging upon his squadron, it fled 
before him, losing very heavily in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners. The day following, the American 
general fell hack to Rigley's Mills, — five miles. 

General Greene's loss in the battle of Hobkirk's 
Hill amounted to 268, and that of the enemy to 
258. Lord Rawdon, finding that his position had 
become somewhat critical by the commands of 
Marion and Sumter being comparatively disen- 
gaged, from the fact of the garrisons of Orangeburg, 
Fort Motte, and Fort Watson, having given way, 
determined to evacuate Camden, which he did oti 
the 10th day of May, after destroying a considerable 
amount of baggage and setting lire to many of the 
buildings of the town. 





aT an early hour in the morning of the 8th of 
tember, 1781, General Greene advanced upon 
laeatenant-Colonel Stewnrt, who was posted in a 
Btrong position on the left bank of Eutaw Creek, 
near the springs of that name, in South Carolinaj 
with a British force amounting to 2300 men. Pre 
paratory to moving, Greene drew up his men in t^g 
lines, in the following manner : — The first was form*f 
of North Carolina militia, under Colonel Malmedy, 
in the centre, with the 4th Carolina militia on the 
right and left. Of this line the right waa com- 
manded by General Marion and the left by General 
Pickens. The second was composed of Continentals ; 
the Virginia line, under Colonel Campbell, in the 
cenire, with tlmt of Noilli Carolina, under Llcuteu- 
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ant-CoIonel Aslie, nn the right, and uf Mfiryland, 
tinder^ Lie II tenant-Colon el Howard ami Major Hard- 
man, on the left. Goneral Sumner wns placed In 
commnnd of tlie riglit wing, and Colonel Williams of 
the left. AVith each of these were placed two field- 
pieces, — those of the first under Captain-Lieutenant 
Gaines, and those of the second under Captain 
Browne. Lieutenant-Colonel Washington's cavalry 
and Kirkwoci'n Dt'lawtireans were held in reserve. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Lee, who was detailed for the 
support of the right flank, and Colonel Henderson, 
for a similar duty on the left, constituted, at the same 
time, the van. By eight o'clock this advance came 
up with Major Coffin's cavalry, which, after a spirited 
engagement, was repulsed with a severe loss. 

Upon Stewart's seeing the first intimation of the 
approach of the Americans, he formed his army in 
one line, as follows. On the right was placed the 
3d regiment; the centre was held by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cruger, with a miscellaneous command; and 
the left was composed of tfie 63d and 64th regi- 
ments. The right wing was supported by Major 
Majoribanks'a light infantry, while Major Coffin, with 
^is dragoons, supported the left. At intervals in 
jr^e line were placed the pieces of artillery. The 
;E!Berve of infantry was posted at the rear of the left 
.dank. Lee, upon coming up with the main body of 
the enemy, who were provided with artillery, sent 
to Greene for support, when Colonel Williams ar- 
rived, with Gaines's field-pieces, and the British van 
soon gave waj'. The American line came on, and 
Lee and Henderson took their proper positions, — the 
former as a support to the right and the latter to 
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Carolina militia, under Colonel Eeid, togelher with 
Lieulen ant-Colonel Washington's cavalry. Kirk- 
wood's gallant Delawareans, who had been stationed 
iQ front, together with Captain Smith's company, 
akirmished with the enemy for some time, and then 
fell back in good order as they approached. Raw- 
don advanced in one narrow line, formed in the fol- 
lowing manner. On the right wa» placed the 63d 
regiment, in the centre a body of volunteers, and 
on the left a corps called the King's American regi- 
ment. The Irish volunteers supported the right 
and Colonel Eobinson the left flank. The British 
line was scarcely more than one-half the width of 
the American, and at once General Greene made 
dispositions to outflank it. For this purpose he 
ordered Campbell to advance on the right, while 
Ford made a similar movement on the left, Hawes 
and Gmiby to charge bayonets in the centre, and 
Washington to fall upon the rear. All seemed to 
promise well ; when Ford, gallantly pushing forward, 
received a mortal wound, by which some disorder 
was created ; but on they pressed. But, almost im- 
mediately after, Guuby's regiment recoiled and fell 
back J whereby Ford's men were unsupported, and 
gave way in like manner. Campbell's regiment, 
engaged on the right, stood firm for some time, and 
&t lust began to laller, — was rallied, but again re- 
treated, llawes's Virginia regiment was now the 
only one to stand ; and this body Greene headed in 
person. But all his efforts to regain the battle were 
useless : the enemy passed on, and nothing could hold 
Jbun in check. 
|lMlring all of this time Washington hod been 
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instantly ordered up tVie Mnrylanders, under Wil- 
liuiiia, mid tlie Virginians, under Campbell, to cliurgo 
upun tliis ina^B of coiifuE<ion ; L(?e at the gtime time 
directed Majur Rudolph to turn the enemy's left 
Bank, which order was Imndsomely and promptly 
executed, and tlie different regiments of the British 
in front fell back beibre the bayonets of Virginia 
and Maryland. There waa one alone that stood 
firm and undismayed. This was the 3d. But resist- 
ance was vain : it began to falter and then to retreat. 
A vigorous pursuit was now kept up on the part of 
the conquering Americans. 

By making a charge upon the riglit, as these 
movements were going forward, Washington had 
materially contributed to this happy result; but 
Jdajoribauks had continued to hold his strong posi- 
tion, when Washington was directed, with the aid 
of Hampton and Kirkwood, to dislodge him. The 
thicket of bladc-jnck thi"ough which it waa necessary 
to pass before reatrhing Majoribanks, in the direction 
'Washington was now taking, was found entirely im- 
penetrable. Majoribanks lay with his right almost 
(resting upon the ci-eek; and Washington, finding an 
open space between the enemy's flank and the 
stream, gave the order, " by sections wheel to the 
left" that he might get into position to pass through 
tl is space and come at his enemy. This necessarily 
placed his ofiicers .betwet'u their owu troops and 
those of the British; and Majoribanks now poured 
ill a icrrible fire, which mowed down both officers 
gnd men. Washington was at this instant unhorsed, 
foL while Aseiigaging himself, waa taken prisoner. 
g^j^uiton beadwd the cavalry, and attempted to 

1^ I ' 
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ciiarge, but was repulsed, alllioiigb tliR Itelawareane 
i firm. 

Notwithstanding his success, it was necessary for 
Majoribanks to fall back with the line of the arniy, 
a portion of whom had taken up their position in a 
brick house in the rear. Greene now attempted to 
dislodge these soldiers; but it was found impossible, 
with his light field-pieces, to make an impression 
upon the walls. 

The American ranks at this point became dis- 
ordeied hy many of the soldiers entering the enemy's 
camp and seizing upon whatever they could find to 
eat or drink. Major CofEn charged them, but was 
repulsed by Hampton, who in turn was obliged to 
yield to Majoribanks. 

Greene now determined upon withdrawing his 
forces to the nearest point where water was to be 
liiid, and set to work making arrangements for a 
renewal of the atfack in the course of a day or two. 
The American loss, in killed, wounded, and missing, 
was 550, and that of the enemy 1100, including 500 
prisoners in the hands of General Greene. 

On the following night the enemy retreated, after 
destroying a \ery considerable portion of their stores 
and leaving their wounded on the field. In that re- 
treat they were harassed by Marion and Lee, who 



took a number of prisoners. 
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^left flank. Tlie battle now became general, The 
regiment was opposed by the inKmtry of the 
1 on the right, and Majoribanks's light infantry 

) handsomely engaged by Henderson on the left. 

t militia in the centre held up admirably against 

' combined attacks of a jDortion of Cruger's com- 

Jid, together with the entire 64th, — in all. twice 

■ir number. It was not until they had fired seven- 

1 rounds that they retired from the battle, having 

tered themselves with glory. The invincible spirit 
wn by these men was in a measure owing to 

^ confidence in their leaders, Marion and Pickens. 

tas already been seen how the militia were ral- 
lied by General Pickens a few months before, at 
the battle of the Cowpens, That was the first in- 
stance on record during the war of this description 
of force being brought to bear after having once 
given way. Sumner, with a portion of the Conti- 
nentals, was immediately ordered up to take the 
place of the militia between Lee and Henderson, 
who had continued to hold their positions on the 
right and left. Colonel Stewart, upon seeing the 
advance of Sumner, at once ordered his reserve to 
take post on the left of the position. Henderson 
was now exposed to a most galhng fire; but his troops 
stood it manfully. Here Henderson was himself 
wounded, which circumstance created some confu- 
sion in the ranks; but Colonel Wade Hampton, aa- 
auming command, restored confidence, Sumner 
maintained his ground for some time, nobly fight- 
ing; but, the enemy having reinforced their line by 
calling up their reserve, he was obliged to give way 
^B&e^)re them, when tliey came on pelluiell. Gt«^<±vv4 
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irge, but was repulsed, although tlip Delawareana 

1 firm. 
Notwithstanding his auccess, it was necessary for 
lyoribanks to fall back with the line of the army, 
lortion of whom had taken up their position in a 
: house in the rear. Greene now attempted to 
)dge these soldiers; but it was found impossible, 
his light field-pieces, to make an impression 
I the walla. 
The American ranks at this point became dia- 
'deied by many of the soldiers entering the enemy's 
camp and seizing upon whatever they could find to 
eat or drink. Major Cofiin charged them, but was 
repulsed by Hampton, who in turn was obliged to 
yield to Majoribanks. 

Greene now determined upon wlthdi-awing his 
forces to the nearest point where water was to he 
had, and set to work making arrangements for a 
renewal of the atiack in the course of a day or two, 
The American loss, in killed, wounded, and missing, 
was 550, and that of the enemy 1100, including 500 
prisoners in the hands of General Greene. 

On the following night the enemy retreated, after 
destroying a very considerable portion of their stores 
and leaving their wounded on the field. In that re- 
treat they were harassed by Marion and Lee, who 
took a number of prisoners. 
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Hint De Grasse that his destiiifttion was fixed for 

^Chesapeake, concurred, about the middle of All gust, 
Emake a total change in the plan of the campaign. 
^he appearance of an intention to attack New 
IS rk was nevertheless kppt up. Wliile this decep- 
tion was played off, the allied army croased the 
North River, August 24, and passed on, by the 
way of Philadelphia, through the intermediate coun- 
try, to Yorktown. An attempt to reduce the Bri- 
tish force in Virginia promised success with more 
expedition, and to secure an object of nearly equal 
importance to the reduction of New York. 

While the attack of New York was in serious con- 
templation, a letter from General Washington, de- 
tailing the particulars of the Intended operations of 
the campaign, being intercepted, fell Into the bands 
of Sir Henry Clinton. After the plan was elianged, 
the royal commander was so much influenced by the 
intelligence contained in the intercepted letter that 
he believed every movement towards Virginia \o be 
a feint calculated to draw off his attention from the 
defence of New York. Under the influence of this 
opinion, he bent his whole force to strengthen that 
post, and suffered the French and American armies 
to pass him without any molestation. When the 
beet opportunity of striking at them had elapsed, 
then, for the first time, he was brought to believe 
that the allies had fixed on Virginia for the theatre 
of their combined operations. As truth may be 
made to answer the purposes of deception, so no 
feint of attacking New York could have been more 
Buccessful than the real intention. 
^^Hin the latter end of August, 1781, the Amerioi 
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imitating esamplos of burbarity, nnd forgetting re- 
cent provocations, tbev spared every man wbo ceased 
to resiat." Kight of'tlie British were killed, 120 
captured, and a few escaped. Tlie French were 
equally successful on their piirt. They carried the 
redoubt assigned to them with rapidity ; but, being 
opposed hy a greater nuDiber of men, their loss 
amounted to nearly 100 men. These two redoubta 
were included in the second parallel, and facilitated 
the Bubsequent operations of the besiegerB. 

The British could not with propriety risk repeated 

Bailies. One was projected at this time, October 16, 

with 400 men, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 

Abercrombie. lie proceeded so far as to force two 

redoubts and to spike eleven pieces of cannon. 

Though the officers and soldiers displayed great 

^^ bravery in this enterprise, yet their succeea pro- 

^^vduced no essential advantage. The cannon were 

^Hvfloon unspiked and rendei-ed fit for service. 

^H By this time the batteries of the besiegei's were 

^■.covered with nearly a hundred pieces of heavy ord- 

^V nance, and the works of the besieged were aa 

^H damaged that they could scarcely sliow a single 

^V gun. Lord Cornwallis had now no hope left but in 

offering terms of capitulation or attempting aa 

escape. He determined on the latter. Boats were 

prepared to receive the troops in the night, and to 

transport them to Gloucester Point. After one 

whole embarkation had crossed, a violent storm of 

wind and rain dispersed the boats and frustrated 

the whole scheme. The royal army, thus weakened 

by division, was exposed to increased danger. 

^H Orders were sent to those who had passed to re- 
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nature, growing on and near the public highways, 
presented both opportunity and temptation to gratify 
their appetites. Yet, so complete wtis their disci- 
pline, that, iu this long march, searce an instance 
could be produced of a peach or an apple being 
taken without the consent of the inhabitants. 
Washington and Eochambeau reached Williamsburg 
on the 14 th of September. They, with Generals 
Chastellux, Du Portail, and Knox, visited Count De 
Grasse on board his ship, the Ville de Paris, and 
agreed on a plan of operations. 

The count afterwards wrote to Washington that, 
in case a British fleet appeared, "he conceived be 
ought to go out and meet them at sea, instead of 
risking an engagement in a confined situation." 
This alarmed Washington. He sent the Marquia 
de la Fayette, with a letter, to dissuade him from 
the dangerous measure. This letter and the per- 
suasions of the marquis had the desired eflect. 

The combined forces proceeded on their way to 
Torktown, partly by land and partly down the 
Chesapeake. The whole, together with a body of 
Virginia militia under the command of General 
Nelson, amounting in the aggregate to 12,000 men, 
rendezvoused at Williamsburg on the 2oth of Sep- 
tember, and, in five days afterwards, moved down 
to the investiture of Yorktown, The French fleet 
at the same time moved to the mouth of York River, 
and took a position calculated to prevent Lord 
Comwallis either from retreating or receiving succor 
by water. Previously to the march from Williams- 
burg to Yorktown, Waaliington published, in general 
I, aa follows: — "If the enemy sliould be lempteU 
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this singular combination of circumstances, his lord- 
ship beiyime a prisoner tlirough the agency of the 
Bon of his own prisoner. 

The posts of York and GlouceHler were surren- 
dered on the 19th of October by a capituhition the 
principal articles of which were as follows : — The 
troops to be prisoners of war to Congress and the 
naval force to France ; the oflScei-s to retain their side- 
arms and private property of every kind ; but all 
property, obviously belonging to inhabitants of the 
United States, to be eubject to be rechiimed ; the 
soldiers to l>e kept in Virginia, Maryland, and Penn- 
sylvania, and to be supplied with the same rations 
as were allowed to soldiers in the service of Con- 
gress; a proportion of the officers to march into the 
country with the prisoners ; the rest to be allowed to 
proceed on parole to Europe, to New York, or to 
any other American maritime post in possession of 
the British. The honor of marching out with colors 
flying, which had been refused to General Lincoln 
on his giving up Charleston, was now refused to 
Cornwallis; and General Lincoln was appointed to 
receive the submission of the royal army at York- 
town precisely in the same way in which his own had 
been conducted about eighteen months before. Corn- 
wallis endeavored to obtain permission for the British 
and German troops to return to their respective 
countries, under no other restrictions than an en- 
gagement not to serve against Frauce or America. 
He also tried to obtain an indemnity for those of 
the inliabitants who bad joined him; but he was 
obliged to recede from the former, and also to con- 
sent that the luytilists in his camp should ha given 
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Dp to the unconditional mercy of their countrymen. 
His lordship, nevertheless, obtnined perinissioij for 
tbe Bonetta slooji-of-war to pass iinexdmined to 
Nfw York, This gave an opportunity of screening 
aiicli of theu) as were most obnoxious to the Ame- 
ficaiiB. 

The regular troops of France and America em- 
ployed in this siege consisted of about 7000 of the 
former and 5500 of the latter; and they were as- 
eisted by about 4000 militia. On the part of the 
combined army about 300 were killed or wounded ; 
on tbe part of the British about 500 ; and 70 were 
taken in the two redoubts, which liad been carried 
by assault. The troops of every kind that surren- 
dered prisoners of war exceeded 7000 men ; but ao 
great was the number of sick and wounded thai 
there were only 3800 capable of bearing arras. 

The French and American engineers and artillery 
merited and received the highest applause. Briga- 
diers-General Du Portail and Knox were both pro- 
moted to the rank of major-generals, on account of 
Ibeir meritorious services. Lieulenanl^Colonel Gou- 
vion and Captain Eochefontaine, of the corps of en- 
gineers, respectively received brevets, — the former to 
tlie rank of colonel and tbe latter to tbe rank of 
major. 

Congress honored Washington, Rochambeau, De- 
Graase, and tbe officera of the different corps and 
the men under them, with thanks for their services 
in the capture of Cornwallia. The whole project 
Was conceived witii profound wisdom, and the inci- 
dents of it had been combined with singular pro- 
priety. It is not, therefore, wondeiful that from the 
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remarkable rnincidence in all its jmrts it wnscrownec 
with unvjirieil 8ii&*ss. 

A Britiwh tlct't and aTi army of 7000 men, deetim 
for the relief (if Comwnllis, arrived off iLe Chesi 
peake on the 24th of October; but, on receivi: 
advice of iiis lordship's surrender, they returned 
Sandy Hook and New York, 

Such was the fate of that general from Whc 
gallantry and previous successes the speedy coi 
quest of the Southern States had been so confident! 
expected. No event during the war bade fairer 
oversetting the independence of at least a part 
the confederacy than his complete victory near Ca 
den ; but, by the consequences of that action, hi 
lordship became the occasion of rendering that 
revolution which, from his previous success, was : 
danger of terminating as a rebellion. The loss oj 
his army may be conddcred as the closing scene oi 
the Continental war in North America. 



ntl 

•fi 




ICAPTURE OF THE GENERAL MONK. 

The Hjiior All^, of sixteen guns, was fitted uut 
by the Stale authorities of PemiBylvnuiii., to repreas 
the enemy's privateers, with which Dehiware River 
abounded. She wtis commanded by Lieutenant 
Jnehua Bimiey. 

On the Sth of April, 1782, he entered upon his 
ined Bervice, which wua to convoy a tieet of mer- 
iitmen to the capes, and protect them from the 
tefiigee boats" with which the river abounded. 
While waiting nt the capes, he was assailed by two 
ebips and a brig belonging to the enemy, who, fiud- 
him unsupported, coininenced a furious atliwik., 
Hi 
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which he fiiftaincd with great coolness while Lia 
convoy were sflfely retiring up the river. The brig 
Clime up first, and gave him a broadside as she waa 
paseing, hut kept hor course up the bay after thai 
fonvoy, while narney waited for the ship, which 
waa coming up rapidly. Having approached withiq 
pistol-shot, the Ilyder Ally poured a broadside into 
her, which somewhat staggered the enemy, who 
thought Barney would "Btrike hia colors," Tha 
enemy seemed disposed to board, and was ranging 
■ alougside of bim, when he ordered the quarter^ 
master, in a loud voice, to "port the helm!" hav- 
ing previously given him secret instructions to putj 
the helm hard a-starboard, which latter order wa«' 
obeyed. By this manoeuvre the enemy's jib-bopm.'] 
caiight in tlie forerigging of tlie Hyder Ally, thuaj 
giving her a raking position, which Captain Barney] 
knew how to improve. The firing on both sided 
was tipnendoua : an idea of it may be obtained from! 
the fact that more than twenty broadsides were! 
fired in twenty-sis minutes! In the mizzenstaysaili 
of the General Monk there were afterwards counted' 
three hundred and sixty-five shot-holes. Duringi 
the whole of this short but glorious battle, Captainj 
Barney was stationed upon the quarter-deck, ex-j 
posed to the fire of the enemy's musketry, which] 
waa excessively annoying and began to he felt byj 
the men, insomuch that Captain Barney ordered a 
body of riJiemcn whom he had on board to direcfl 
their fire into the enemy's top, which immediately^ 
had the desired eflect. 

The capture of the General Monk was one of the 
most hriltiant achievements recorded in naval hJa- 
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(ory. The General Monk mounted eighteen guna 
and had 136 men, and loet 20 men killed and 33 
wounded. The Hjder Ally had Bixteen guns and 
110 men and lost 4 men killed, and 11 wounded. 

All the officers of the General Monk were wound- 
ed except one. The captain himself was severely 
wounded. The brig which accompanied the enemy 
ran ashore to avoid capture. Captain Barney now 
Ibllowed his convoy up to Philadelphia. After a 
short visit to his family, he returned to his com- 
mand, where he soon captured the "Eook-'em- 
anivy," — a refugee schooner which had done a great 
deal of mischief on the Delaware, 

Tbeee captures struck such terror among the pri- 
vateers that they began to disperse to more pro- 
fitable grounds. In consequence of these glorious 
actions, Captain Barney was presented with a gold- 
hilted sword, lu the name of the State. 




SK OP THE REVOLCTIO>'A.RY WAS. 

LTfmARTw th,> cittfie (jf the year 1TS2. the South 

CuTfA'mn — 11 Tribute hir«^J, hy the SUte whose liwne 

■be hcin-rodJie Duke uf Laxernhmir^ — w«* captured 

If ft fitrce of (lirve large nnned eliip<<, parjoseiy aent 

IVftlch hwr iiiotionH. Tliis vessel, daring; theyeart 

PX and '82, liiul been uini^imlly fMitanate in l>6r 

I lit th« iiiirrow »as and the West Indies, 

^ Anicrii-:iti |(rivat<HT» were also very socreasfut; 

\ llie Etigliiih Hctually titled out privateem at the 

i of tti« war Tor llie express piirpoBe of neap- 

Ig Auu^ricHi) prizfH. 

*Kfi English Adiiiiml Rt^dney also succeeded in 
?^'**'"■iI^(r lU' I'Venoh fleet nmUr the Count de 
kT*""*! wIhj deayerately defended his vessejj, the 
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tlie only men left standing on thn iippov deck, wlien 
iie consented to strike. This vewsel had been prc- 
Bcnted to the King of Fnince, at tlie time of the 
Old French War, by the citizens of Piiris, and had 
cost four millions of livres. It was tlie pride of the 
French navy. Tlie English also captured thirty- 
Bix chestH of money and a large train of artillery, 
which was to have been used in an attack on Ja- 
maica. All the settlementa on the shores of Hud- 
Bon's Buy were destroyed by the French Admiral 
La Perouse, who took and destroyed property to the 
amount of five hundred thousand pounds. 

In December, 1782, soon after going into winter 
quarters, the ofKcers of tiie army aent a deputation 
to Congress, with a petitior. and memorial upon the 
Bubject of their arrearages of pay. In October, 1780, 
Congress had passed an act, granting the officers 
halt-pay for life, after the close of the war; but nine 
States had omitted to ratify this grant, and it was 
in danger of becoming a dead letter. The officers, 
Diany of whom had exhausted their private fortunes 
in the service of the country, petitioned that the 
half-pay tor life should be changed to full pay for 
five years, and that the arrearages should be paid. 
This reasonable request was not immediately com- 
plied with by Congress, and indications were appa- 
rent, in the camp at Newburg, of an approaching 
appeal to the fears of Congress. 

Fortunately, Wiishingtuu was present; and, 

though he knew the justice of their claims, he 

was aware that duty to the country required the 

prevention of ra»h and disorderly measures lor re- fl 

^^taas. He assembled thetn together, and calmly S 
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I tbem in hijt Dfiual diapassionate and ten- 

rate manner; and ihey were induced to wait still 

mger for the rtimplionre of Congress with thrir 

lemands. Washington then addressed a letter to 

longress. in which he eo strongly enforced the 

latms of the oflicvra that their request was granted. 

Soon after, a letter from \m Fayette announced ft 

Pgeneral peace; nnd early in April, an authentic cop^ 

I of the declaration of the exchange of the preliminary 

•;»rticle8 between Frmtce aud England being received, 

peace was proclaimed to the army, by the coniiuander- 

in-chief, on the 10th of that month. 

This, the reader will re<;oUect, was precisely eight 
yearo from the shedding of the first blood in the 
Revolution at Lexington. Lai'ge arrears were due 
to the army, aud many apprehended that an attempt 
to disband thera without pay would occasion a re- 
volt. The treasury was not only empty, but the 
Superintendent of FiJiancea had already expended 
more than hia receipta justified ; and, before he could 
i88ue his notes for the payment of three montha' 
wages. Congress had granted unlimited furloughs to 
the officers and privates engaged for the war. Much 
distress was felt by the officers at the prospect of 
being turned peuuilsHS on the world; but Washing- 
ton succeeded in pacifying them. In October, a 
proclamation was issued by Congress, declining that 
all soldiers who had been engaged during the war 
were to be discharged on the 3d of December. Whilst 
the old troops endeavored to submit patiently to 
the will of Congress, several of the new levies pro- 
ceeded to express, in an open and decided manner, 
Lttieir disoontent. About eighty of this claes, atar- 
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^Hfened at Lancaster, marched in a body to Philadel- 
HRiia, and, after beiug joined by teveral others, they 
I took lip their march to the State-House, where Con- 
gress and the Executive Council were assembled, and, 
having posted sentinels with fixed bayonets at the 
doors" they sent in a message, tlireatening vengeance 
if their requisitions were not complied with in twenty 
minutes. 

After being confined three hours, the members of 
Congress separated, to reassemble at Princeton, and 
Washington immediately sent a strong detachment 
to Philadelphia; but the tumult had subsided before 
it reached the city. New York was soon after evar 
cuated, and the Americans took possession of it No- 
vember 25. Washington entered it on horseback, 
attended by Governor Clinton and a large procession 
of civil and military officers and citizens. On the 
4th of December he took leave of the officers at 
Francis's Tavern, after which they escorted him to 
White Hall, where a barge carried him to Powles 
Hook. He proceeded to Annapolis, where Congress 
was in session, where, in public audience, he re- 
signed his commission as commander-in-chief of the 
American armies on the 23d of December, after which 
he retired to his private seat at Mount Vernon. 

Meanwhile, the different courts of Europe had ac- 
knowledged the independence of the United States, — 
Sweden and Denmark in February, Spain in March, 
and Kussia in July. The final treaty of peace had 
been signed at Paris on the 3d day of September, 
1783, by David Hartley, on the part of George 
and by John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and John 
1 the part of the United States. 
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By tlie first nrticle of this treaty his Britannic 
ijeaty acknowledges tLe United States to be free, 
uovereign, and iiidupendent atates, — that he treats 
with them as such, nnd relinquishes, for hiniself and 
liis beirB, all claims to the government, propriety, 
luid territorial rights of the same. The second 
article defines the boundaries of the States ; and the 
third secures to tliem the right of fisliing on the 
Grand Bank and other banks of Newfoundland, and 
other places in the possession of the British, formerly 
used by the Americans for fishing-grounds. The 
fourth article secures the payment to creditors the 
debts heretofore contracted; whilst the Bfth recom- 
mends to Congress the restitution of estates formerly 
belonging to British subjects, which had been con- 
fiscated. The sixth article prohibits any future 
confiscation. The seventh provides for firm and 
perpetual peace; the eighth secures the navigation 
of the Mississippi to both Englishmen and Ameri- 
cans. The ninth orders all conquests mode after 
the treaty of peace to be restored; the tenth pro- 
vides for the ratification of the treaty within six 
months irom the signing thereof. 
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INEEAL WAYNE'S VICTORY OVER THE 
INDIANS. 

During Wnphingtoii's administration the Indians 
on the northwestern border were hostile. In Octo- 
ber, 1790, General Harmcr. being sent against them 
with a email force, was defeated. In 1791, General 
St. Clnir, with a force of 2000 men, suffered the same 
iter, 

ieneral St. Clair having resigned his office of 
_ emor of the Norlbweslem Territory, he was 
succeeded by General Wayne. In August, 1794, 
he marched, at the head of 3000 men, to attack the 
Indians on the Miami, and on the I8th of that 
month arrived at the rapids and made an inef- 
fectual effort to negotiate a peace with the Indians; 
they, to the number of 2000. being advantage- 
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ously poeteii Iwliind ft thick wood and near a British, 
fort, treated llie proposition with contempt, and 
foniied tlieir line, stretching IVom the river towanis 
the west fur n\xmt two miles. On the morning of 
the 20tli the American army ndvimeed in two co- 
lumns, — the first with onlers from General Wayne 
to move forward with trailed arms and rouse the 
enemy from his covert; -and then, and not till then, 
fire, and press the fugitives so closely that they 
would find it im|)os8ible to reload their guns afler 
the first discharge. On discovering the immense 
length of the enemy's front, and perceiving their 
design of turning his left Sank, the general ordered 
the second line to support the first, and the cavalry^ 
under Captain Campbell, to force their way between 
the Indians and the river and attack them on their 
left flank; while General Scott, at the head of the 
mounted volunteers, made a considerable circuit, 
and attacked tiiem on tlie right. These orders were 
executed with such promptitude, and so completely 
was the enemy's line broktin by the first charge of 
the infantry, tliat the whole body was soon put to 
fiight; and in less than one hour from the com- 
mencement of the action they were driven more 
than two miles, through thick woods, and within' 
half a mile of the British fort, where the pursuit 
terminated. 

The ensuing three days were spent by General 
Wayne in burnlug and destroying the houses and 
the cornfields on the Miami and around the fort, 
the commandant of which did not interfere in any 
way with the operations of either army. On the 
2t;th he returned to the fort on the Au Glaize; but. 



NAVAL EXPLOITS. 155 

the hostility of the Indians still continuing, he pro- 
ceeded to lay waste their whole territory, and the 
next year concluded a treaty with them, by which 
peace was established on terras as satisfactory and 
beneficial to the Indians as to the whites, and which, 
by giving security to the northwestern frontier, soon 
occasioned an increase in the population of that 
delightful region. 




CAPTUEE OF L'INSDEGENTE. 



1 

^^H' The giuisi war, as it ir called, between this coun- 

^^^p;y and Friince, under the Directory, Laving com- 

^Hlnenced, Commoilure Truxtun, ■ with a squadron 

Under his command, was ordered to protect the 

commerce of the United States in the West Indies. 

It was while on tliia service tliat liis brightest hiurela 

■Were won, by the capture of two French Irigates, 
bach of superior force to his own ship. 
On the 9th of February, tbe Constelhition, being 
alone cruising on her prescribed ground, the island 
of Nevis bearing W.S.W. and distant five leagues, 
made a targe ship on the southern board. The 
stranger, being approached by tlie Constellation, 
showed the American colors, when tbe private sig- 
^B ual« were shown. Tlie chase being unable to an- 
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swer, further disguise was abandoned, and, hoisting 
the French ensign, he fired a gun to windward by 
way of challenge, and gallantly awaited the contest. 
This being the 6rst time since the Revolutionary war 
that an Americnii ehip had encountered an enemy 
in any manner which promised a contest, the officera 
and men were eager for tlie engagement; and the 
enemy were not inclined to avoid it. The ships near- 
ed, until the Constellation, after having been thrice 
hailed, opened a fire upon her antflgoniat. A fierce 
cannonade ensued, while the American was drawing 
ahead. She suffered much in her sails and rigging, 
and the tore-topmast was nearly cut oiF by a shot. 
This was, in some degree, remedied by Mr. David 
Porter, a midshipman, who being unable to com- 
municate the circumstiince to others, himself cut 
the stoppere and lowered the yard, and thus pre- 
vented the fall of the mast with its rigging. In the 
mean time, their superior gunnery gave the action a 
turn in iavor of the Americans, wlio were at last 
enabled to decide the contest by two or three raking 
guides, after a combat of an hour, when the 
ricHH wore round and would again have raked 
fwith all their guns, had she not prudently 

S ^rize was the French frigate L'Insurgente, — 

ref the fastest vessels in the world. She waa 

greatly damaged, anil luid hist in all 70 men. The 
Constellation also was much damaged in her rigging, 
hot lost only three men, wounded, one of whom, 

K James Mi'Donough, had his foot shot off. 
be lusurgente carried forty guns and 409 men; 




^^P'H'WK bal^fM5t tliive in the afVemoon wbenl 

^MaMSMtt straek. and Mr. Rml^'ers, the first liea- 

^^■■•■t «*" the CutWcUalion, was sent, togetlier with 

Mr, Hxter sad t^era mi.-n, to take possession and 

fcaw tW ticisOBera removed ; but, ere tbia could be 

•A'fci, tW Afknem aad a rise oi' wind separated 

TW w i hwti oa of Bodg^rs at this period was un- 

ylMMBl a Ike extRme, No bandcufia were to be 

1 ^e prisoDcrs seemed disposed to rebel. 

Boo^^efa vas ve\l calculated to act 

■ m Mich drcumstauces, and Porter and 

lb* MM c^imUIt ptompt in executing bis orderti, 

TW y ni MW tw wcK sent into the lower hold, and 

ftSMlMMl alittwnnl at each hatchway, with orders 

Itt »|)0ot M^ one who rhuald attempt to come upon 

L ^-tk. «)tbnMl others. Thus be was obliged to spend 

t^tw >ivx »t the end of wbicb time he arrived 

M fi^- Kilt9> where tbc CousteUation bad already 

tin Ihv \A ^ f^traary, l&OO, the Constellatifln 
MtWv i\s *<^^^ *^ » rtnuige sail off the coast of Gau- 
mbmptv Ihiniii**? Iw-i" to be an EugJish merchant- 
Kit, rtitMuit bv^T^'d the English dag, in order 
Im \\*\\\^\ t\\ bor. Tbis was disregarded, and 
k(l Hwdo VII )M»t>wit, when the stranger was dis- 
[uvtHN'tl \\^ Iv « l-VHtch man-of-war. The English 
J WiW K»\x»»»'*t ami «U made ready for a desperate 
HVttJIHitV 'W» «>ttvi)v>''» ^ip was ascertained to 
\nrf^ rtflj (wii BMiMi; Iwu, the vessel being very 
l<K<h Tl'iiMtiii nan iivtl diiscourvged by bur superior 
■IW, lilit Hi ill AMVV obaso. Tbc wind being light 
Iklfiiin lliu iitU>i'(u<«Hi, it WAN ihH until evening, at 
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^ht o'clock, that they came within speaking-die- 

The ship then opened .1 fire upon them, 

■hich was returned, and kept up till near one in 

pe morning, when the French ship made all sail 

i escape. Truxtun ordered to give chawe, but w na 
informed that the mainmast had been nearly shot 
away; and, as it was found impossible to remedy it, 
the chase was given up. Truxtun bore up for Ja- 

Kiica, where he arrived in safety. His antagonist, 
was ascertained afterwards, arrived at Curacoa 
a very disabled condition, and reported a loss 
60 killed and 110 wounded. The loss of the 
nstellation was 14 killed and 23 wounded, of 
wnom 11 died. 

The Constellation, at this time, carried twenty 

eighteens on her main-deck, and the quarter-deck 

was supplied with ten twenty-four-pound carronadea. 

She numbered 310 men. The Vengeance, the 

^Prench vessel, carried twenty-eight eighteens, six- 

^■een twelves, and eight forty-two-pound carronades. 

^Bhere are various statements of her crew, — all be- 

^Breen 400 and 500 men. 

^H It is certain that but for the loss of her mast 

HKe Constellation would have brought the prize 

into port; indeed, it is reported that tLe Vengeance 

struck three times, but, the Americans continuing 

their tire, the colors were hoisted again. 

Commodore Truxtun was rewarded for this ex- 
ploit by a promotion to the command of the Presi- 
dent, Ibrty-ibur guns, and was also presented hy 
jongress with a gold medal. 
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ArrtM lite <kc{«ntion of wsr with Tripi^ 

cniMng off that port, in 1S03. the Philad^phiRi'i 

1 Bttiabndjr?. *aw a ship in-^hore. sailiiig wi 

e I*tiilsMJ'?l(»hia made pjoI in t-haf*, when th« etimtl- 

r btfUled Tripolitan i.-o!or« and *tt«)«i in-phorp. In 

MTiJi^ h^r the frtgiite unfurlauatelr nui ui> the 

Kvery effort wn* immediaielv mnde to get 

^ either by driving her over them or by badt- 

off; but all was inefiectual. The how- 

weje caat away, the water started in the 

~^' ' i guns thrown overboard, a^^JlBI 
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foremast cut away. The sliip still remained im- 
movable, and the Tripolitaii gunboats now came out 
to attack her. An unequal combat ensued for five 
hours, when Bainbridge, finding that he could 
neither get the vessel ofi' nor defend- her from the 
gunboats, was compelled to haul down his tiiig. 
The vessel was soon after boarded by the Trijiuli- 
tons, who commenced a deliberate system of plunder 
and robbery, which the Americans could not resist. 
The captain and crew were taken on shore, and the 
officers were lodged under parole in the house for- 
merly occupied by Mr. Cathcart. Notwithstanding 
this unfortunate occurrence, Captain Bainbridge 
rendered his country nearly as efficient service 
during his captivity, by his valuable suggestions to 
Commodore Preble, as if he had been in his ibrmer 
command. 

After concluding the treaty with the Emperor of 
Morocco, Commodore Preble Bailed to Gibraltar, and 
thence sent the New York and John Adams to the 
United States. On the 12th of November he de- 
clared Tripoli to be in a state of blockade, and on 
the 24th he received news of the loss of the Philst- 
delphia. This news was confirmed at Malta, on the 
27th, by a letter from Bainbridge. On the 23d of 
December, cruising off Tripoli in company with thi; 
Enterprise, he captured the Turkish ketch Mastico, 
which was afterwards called the Intrepid and taken 
into the service. On the 26th a severe gale of 
wind caused him to sail to Syracuse, and on the 
of February, 1804, the Siren and the Intrepid 
Bailed for Tripoli, with orders to burn the Philadel- 
phia. The Intrepid carried four guns and 75 me) 
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Owing to the heavy galea usual about this season of 
the year, the 16th had arrived before Decatur was 
justified ill making the attempt. The Siren having 
taken the best pK>sition to cover the retreat of the 
Intrepid, Decatur entered the harbor at 7 o'clock, 
, I* M., and boarded and look possession of the Phili 
delpliia. At this time all the guna of the frigate 
were mounted and charged, and she lay within halt 
gunshot of the bashaw's castle and his principal^ 
battery. Two Tripolitan cruiaers were lying withiD> 
two cubles'-length, on the starboard quarter, and 
several gunboats within half-gunehot on the star- 
board bow, and all the batteries on shore were 
opened on the assailants. About 20 of the Tripoli-* 
tans 6n iMiard of the Phihidelphia were killed ; a 
large boatful escaped, many leaped Into the water, 
and one man was wounded and made prisoner. 
After gaining possession of the frigate, Decatur set 
fire to the storerooms, gunroom, cockpit, and berth- 
deck, and he, with hia officers and men, remained 
on hoard until the flames had issued from the ports 
of the gundeck, and the hatchways of the spar- 
deck ; and they did not shove off the Intrepid until 
the fire had spread to her rigging and tops. This 
gallant achievement was effected without the Imh of 
a man killed, and but one slightly wounded. 

For his conduct on this occasion, Decatur received 
from Congress a sword ; he was also promoted to a 
captaincy; and the officers and crew of the Intrepid 
received two months' pay lor their gallantry. 
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BOMBARDMENT OF TRIPOLI. 



IOn the 2l8t of July, 1804, the American squadron 
IB collected off Tripoli. It consisted ol' the Con- 
tutioii, forty-four twenty-Ibur-pouiiders; Argus, 
eighteen twenty-fuur-pouuders; Siren, eighteen 
eigh teen-pounders ; Vixen, sixteen six-poundcrs ; 
Enterprise, fourteen six-poundere ; six-gunboata, 
carrying each one brass twenty-six-pounder; two 
bomb-ketches, each carrying a thirteen-inch mortar; 
and the Scourge, a captured polacre, taken into the 
Bervice. Tiie whole number of men in the fleet 
was 1060. The batteries on sliore were judiciously 
constructed, mounted one hundred and fifteen pieces 
of heavy cannon, and were defended by 'J5,000 Arabs 
jld Turks; the harbor was protected by nineteen 
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guiiboitts, two galleys, two BclioontTB of clglit guns 
eiich, aiid a brig of ten giiiis. 

Tlie un favornlile weather preventod an attack 
until tbe 3d of August, when, says Commodore Preble, 
in Ills despatcbea, " At noon we were between two 
and three miles from the batteries, which were all 
manned. At hnlf-past twelve I wore off-shore, and 
made the signal to come within hail, when I com- 
municated to each of the commanders my intention 
of attacking the enemy's shipping and batteries. 
The boats were immediately manned, and prepared 
to cost off in two divisions of three each, — Captain 
Soniers, Lieutenant James Decatur, and Lieutenant 
Blake, commanding the three first respectively, 
Captain Stephen Decatur, Lieutenants Bainbridge 
Bud Trippe, tlie second division." 

The two bombards were commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-Commandant Dent and Lieutenant Robinson. 
At half-past one o'clock the squadron stood for the 
batteries; at two the gunboats were cast off. At 
half-past two signal for battle, at fifteen minutes 
before three signal for general action. It was com- 
menced by throwing shells from the bombs into the 
town. A tremendous fire was immediately opened 
from the whole of the enemy's guns, and returned 
by the squadron, while Captain Decatur, in the 
second division of gunboats, advanced to board the 
eastern division of the enemy, consisting of nine 
gunboats. Aa they advanced, grape and musket- 
balls were fired, which were soon succeeded by the 
free use of the pistol, sabre, pike, and tomahawk. 
Captain Somers was in such a dull sailer that he 
unable to second Decatur's attack ; but, bearing 
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down upon the western division of five gunboats, he 
defeated and drove them on the rocks in a shattered 
condition. 

Lieutenant Blake was kept to windward during 
the whole of the action, and on that account many 
of the enemy's gunboats eRcaped which might by 
his aid have been taken. Lieutenant James De- 
catur, in the remaining vessel of the first division, 
engaged one of the largest of the enemy's boats, 
and compelled her to strike her colors ; but, as he 
was boarding her to take possession, the cowardly 
captain of the surrendered boat drew a pistol and 
shot him through the head, by which baseness he 
was enabled to escape under cover of the other 
boats. 

Captain Decatur, after having boarded and car- 
ried one of the enemy of superior force, took his 
prize in tow, bore down and engaged a second, 
■wiiich was also obliged to surrender. The gallant 
ofRcer narrowly escaped death twice during this 
action ; once by his own presence of mind, and 
again by the devotion of one of his crew, who, 
being wounded in both hands, received a blow upon 
his own head which was intended for that of De- 
catur. These two prizes had 33 officers and men 
killed, 19 badly wounded, and 27 taken prisoners. 

Lieutenant Trippe, in the last of Decatur's divi 
sion, ran alongside of one of the enemy's large boats, 
which he attempted to board ; but, his boat falling 
ofl' too rapidly, himself, Midshipman John D, Hen- 
ley, and nine men only, were enabled to reach the 
TripoUtan deck. Tliey had before them victory or 
' »th, with the fearful odds of 11 to 36. The 
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CAPTURE OP DERNE. 

iVhile these operations were in progress on the 
tea, General Eaton had made a successful campaign 
on the land, and, at the time the treaty was signed, 
actually threatened to drive the reigning bashaw 
from the throne. Upon his return to the Mediter- 
ranean he learned that Haniet Bashaw, the exile, 
was at Alexandriii, protected by an Egyptian bey. 
After spending some time in the Mediterranean, he 
sailed in the United States brig Argus, Captain Hull, 
for Alexandria, where he arrived on the 25th of 
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Ni'vcmlKT, ISO-t. On tlie last day of November he 
nailt'd forRosetta, from Alexanttria, where he an-ived 
on the fullowiug liny. On llie 7th of December he 
renehed Cairo, and, in several conferences with the 
viceroy, tliat functionary was prevailed upon to 
f'Tsait a letter of amnesty, and permtssion to pa£s 
the Turkish army, whichwas busieging the Mame- 
_ iukei*, whom the exiled bashaw liad joined in the 
^Hllliige of Minuet, in Upper Egypt. Despatchea 
Hivere sent to Hamet Bai^haw, and £aton busied hitOr 
Belf in the mean time willi looking for esjlea from 
Tripoli who would be inclined to join the expedition. 
From one of them he learned that JoBeph Bashaw 
had circulated the report that hie brother had be^ 
assassinated. 

After much difficulty in nseeting the bashaw. 

General Eaton prepared to inarch from Alexandria 

to Derne, acrot^s the Libyan Desert, with 5(JU men, 

^AQQ of whom were Christians, recruited in Egypt. 

^■Leaving Alexandria on the 3d of March, this 

^Pfttle army travelled through the desert to Bomba, 

^where it arrived on the 15th of April. During the 

march, the Arab chiefs who had sided with Hamet 

atthaw, and who were but little better than bands 

f robbers, frequently deserted from the main body 

account of the refusal of General Eaton to satisfy 

jrbitaut demands for money over their Btipu- 

ward. They generally, however, returned 

^(junipment within a day or two, hoping 

tn make ^P ^''^ ^'^^^ '■'^^^ sustained from 

V rrfl**""'* fif""'^^^ ^^ '^'^ ^^"'^^ *'^^^ expected 

k*^^ ^ — jwiMia es. For fifteen days previously to 
*^~^^ BoOiba, they had beeu destitute of 
^ k^_ 
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bread, subRistinfr iipnn rice roilected in the line of 
marth. On the 22d the ArgiiH and Hornet ap- 
peared in sight, saw and answered tlte signals of 
Eaton, and supplied his nrmj' with bread and other 
provisions. Upon receipt of these, the Arab slieika 
found no difficulty in moving forward ; and on the 
2ath of March the army took post on an eminence 
in the rear of Derne. Several chiefs came out of 
the town to Hamet Bjishaw to convince him of their 
fealty; and from them they learned that of three 
iactions in the town, one, well armed and in poses- 
aon of a strong fortification, was in the interest of 
Hamet. On the 26tb, terms of amity were ofi'ered 
the Governor of Derne, by a letter from Eaton, 
which he simply answered by the words, " My head, 
or yours," 

On the morning of -the 27tb-"the battle was com- 
menced by the TriiwHtans firing upon the Argus, 
Hornet, and Nautilus, which had stood in to second 
the attack. The Hornet and Nautilus stationed 
themselves so as to fire upon the batteries, while 
the Argue advanced until she was able to throw her 
tffenty-ibur-pound shot into the town. In a little 
while the batteries were silenced, the Tripolitan 
cannoneers leaving their guns to join their country- 
men in the attack upon the American part of 
Hamet's troops. One field-piece only was here 
worked by the Christians against a battery of the 
barbarians. This was disabled by the rammer be- 
ing shot away; and the enemy were manifestly gain- 
ing the advantage, when Eaton resolved to charge 
with the 50 men under his command Though the 
Tripolitans numbered seven to one of the\t Qi^'ao- 
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a p.irty of Hamet's cavalry from a pass they occu- 
pied in the heights near Derne, and, upon resistance, 
reinforcements were successively added to both sides. 
In the end the exiled sovereign gained a decisive 
victory without any other aid than his own troojis 
afforded. The battle was fought in the Barbary 
fashion, the Americans and Europeans being but 
little more than spectators of the fight. The enemy 
lost about 50 killed and 70 wounded. Hamet had 
about 60 killed and wounded in all ; and, had his 
men been provided with bayonets, the cavalry of hia 
brothers army would have been severely handled. 
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BATTLE OF TIPPECANOE. 

In the autumn of 1811, the murders and otheF 
outrages committed by the savages determined the 
go%'ernment to adopt measures for the protection of 
the exposed citizens against further molestation. A^ 
iniall force of regulars and militia was assembled'' 
Bt Vincennes, and plae<ed under the command of 
William Henry Harrison, Esq., Governor of the In- 
lliiinu Territory, with iiiMtructions to march to the 
I'nipliot'a town and demand a restoration of the pro- 
iJiTly carried ofi' by hiw partisans. He was autbor* 
mill iiIko to obtain redress by coercive measures, if 
IHiW'NHary. 



NAVAL EXPLOITS. 173 

Oil the 6th of November Governor Harrison ar- 
rived beiure the town. MtSKengers from the Pro- 
phet were Bent out to meet him ; and, tifter an in- 
terview, in which it was mutually agreed that no 
liostilities should take place before the next morning, 
when amicable conferences were to be Jield, the 
ftrniy proceeded to a creek northwest of the village 
a.nd bivouacked on a bank of dry oak land, consider- 
ably elevated, and situated between two prairies. 
The infantry, in two columns, occupied the front 
and rear, separated on the left one hundred and 
eighty yards, and on the right about half that dis- 
tance. The left flank was covered by two companies 
of mounted riflemen, containing 150 rank-and-file, 
coramanded by Major-General Wells, of Kentucky, 
and the right flank by Spencer's tro()p of mounted 
riHemen, to the number of 80. The fimit line was 
composed of one battalion of the 4th regiment of the 
Diiited States infantry, under the command of Ma- 
jor Floyd, flanked on the right by two companies of 
militia and on the left by one. The rear line was 
llirmed of another battalion of the 4th United Statea 
inlantry, under Captain Baen, acting major, flanked 
^y iour companies of militia, under Lieutenant- 
Coloucl Decker. Two troops of dragoonsj 60 strong, 
touk post in the rear of the left flank, and another, 
Bomewbat stronger, in the rear of the front line. To 
guard against a night attack, the order of encamp- 
ment was appointed the order of battle; and eauh 
niop rested upon his arms. 

i flank was protected by two captain's guards, 
1 of 4r non-commissioned oflicers and 42 privates; 
I the other by two subaltern'a guards, each of 20 
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line. Upon Spencer's mounted riflemen and 
ibe right of Warwick's company it was exceaaively 
leavy. Captain Spencer and liis first and second 
leutenants were killed ; and Captain Warwick fell, 
Hortaliy wounded. The troops, notwithstanding 
the i'all of their officers, bravely maintained their 
posts until reinforced. Day approached ; when Mii- 
. ,jor Wells, reconnoitring the position of the enemy 




*on the left, charged and broke them. At this favor- 
ing moment, a small detachment from the cavalry 
dashed furiously upon the retreating Indians and 
■ecipitated them into the marsh, Simultaneously 
jiFith these succesyful efforts on the left, the enemy 
rere charged on the right by the companies of Cap- 
I Cook and Lieutenant Larabie, supported by tlie 
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mounted riflemen, who pursued and killed a num- 
ber of Indians in their flight. Driven now at all 
points, and pursued .as far as the ground would per- 
mit, the Indians dispersed in every direction. They 
were handled so severely in the end that they were 
compelled to abandon many of their killed and 
wounded on the field, which is, with them, evidence 
of positive defeat. Forty Indians were found dead 
on the field. Numbers were carried off, some of 
whom were found the next day in holes contain- 
^ing two, three, and four bodies, covered to conceal 
them from the victorious army. The general esti- 
mated their loss, in killed and wounded, at 150. 




COMMENCEMENT OF THE WAR OF 1812 
^H —DEFENCE OF. FORT HARRISON. 

^^BCaj^t causes of mutual hostility between the 

^^raited States and Great Britain had existed since 

the Revolution ; but these did not lead to actual 

hostilities until the 18th of Juqe, 1812, when war 

was declared by the United States. 

The chief reasons of war with Britain, as stated 
in the President's message, were : — Impressment 
of American seamen, British cruisers violating the 
peace of our coasts, pretended blockades of the 
enemy's coast without an adequate force, and the 
orders in council wliereby our commerce with her 
euemitw was entirely prohibited and a vast amount 

Eperty captured while on its way to their porta, 
_ , ". : 
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The war on land was at first (lisadvantafreous to 
the Unitod Slule^. Michilituiikinac, with tlie ter- 
ritorj- of Micliigiin, fell into the hands of the Bri- 
tish. General Hull, who invaded Canada, August 
1, 1S12, wjia captured, with his wliole army ; and the 
territory on our northwestern frontier was thug 
laid open to the attacks of the enemy, aided by 
liostile Indians. Previous to Hull's surrender, which 
■ took phu^'C on tlie ICth of August, 1812, there hiid 
been an action at Brownstown, twenty-six itiiies below 
Detroit, between M»jor Vanhorne with 200 Ohio 
volunteers, and an ambuscade of Indians, in which 
our loss was 17 killed and 8 wounded, (August 4.) 
I Another action took place, August 9, at Maguago, 
burteen miles below Detroit, in which Colonel 
[iller, with 600 militlii, defeated 700 British and 
Indians, under Major Muir and Tecumseh. Our 
bss was 18 killed and C4 wounded; their loss was 
3.5 regulars killed and 40 Indiana found dead on the 
£eld. Near Chicago, August 15, Captain Heald, with 
regulars and 12 militia, encountered between 
' 400 and 500 Indians, and, after a severe contest, waa 
defeated with the loss of 39 men, with two wonoen 
and 12 children who were with the party. 

Captain Taylor in defending Fort Ilarrieon met 

with better success. This post, which was situated 

1 the river Wabash, in the Indian Territory, was 

garrisoned by about 50 men, one-third of whom were 

pck, under Captain Zachary Taylor, of the regular 

irmy. On the evening of the 3d of September, 1812, 

wo young men were shot and scalped in the vicinity 

' the fort; and on the succeeding night the attack 

1 commenced bv flu-' conflagration of a block- 
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in wliii^h llu' prnvinioTis wi?re contained ; 
and, at the sjime time, a brisk fire wds opened by 
s Iftrge body of the Indiana who hiid lain in am- 
Tlie fire was returned with great spirit by 
the garrison ; aud, as the destruction of the block- 
himse had caused an opening in his line of defence, 
Captain Taylor, with great presence of mind, pulled 
down a cabin, aud with its materials conetructed 
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■eastwork acrosa the aperture. The situation 
' this small but gallant party became, however, 
very critical, as the attempts of the enemy to enter 
by the breach produced by the fire were of a most 
ilesperate nature. Two of the garrison, preferring 
tbft risk of capture by the enemy to the prospect 
I itf massacre in the fort, endeavored to nwike their 
IHkb^. One of them was immediately kiVVei-, tVe 
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•• - - r-.r-.f: v -.:-? w^alls. and remained ctincealed 
: i:. r:. :^- TL.? enemv, finding their attempts 
c. :: x^MT-j.;..!: iselfectual. retreated about day- 
: -r!::a.-.;.i ic the vicinity of the fort for 
:;i >*. r-eir Ljss was supposed to have 
>;:..ri:;^: :Ldt of the garrison was only 
..: f.i tlirw wounded; but the destrao- 
.1. « i-!::u.**r was a serious disadvantage, 
:.:■; v....? of the provisions. For 

V ..: ci ±:< occasion Captain Tavlor 
i.'...- :cz"z"id a major. 



I 



4 




BATTLES OF OGDENSBURG, FORT 
NIAGARA, AND QUEENSTOWN. 

In the beginning of October, 1812. there were as- 
sembled at Black Rock and Biiftalo 1300 newly- 
enlisted recruits, under General Smyth, 500 militia 
at the same phice, 2900 militia near Lewietown, 
kiRix companies of field and light artillery, amounting 
" ' ) men, and SOO infantry, at Fort Niagara, mak- 
5 an aggregate of 5800, and composing what Gene- 
Smyth in his proclamations denominates the 
■ of the centre, extending the length of the 
igara frontier. The whole of this force waa un- 
i command of Major-General Van Rensselaer, 
Sthe Albany mihtia. On the opposite side of the 
was General Bixjck, with a force at Fori 
rge, and other posts extending to and including' 
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'" -t^n, consisting of tli^^ v»-rt-rir.^ 

■ n^i^iinonts and Can.uliari tiaiiiv- 

• I: »::;uis. 

V \t, two British armed Lriir*. 

i .•• :v.i. came down the lake fruin 

• •• '.indor tlie guns of Fort Erie. 

/ :>.o navv, had then just ar- 

\ X. -a:-! oO st»amen, to superin- 

■> ■" that quarter. On the 

V ■ *. .< st\unen and a detaeh- 

>* ■*. Cit noral Smyth's hrigade, 

-• V K«.vk* Unirded and took 

* '■•;: uvorinjr, thov drifted 

:.•: The Detroit, which 

". ■ "^ Adams and sur- 

*. .•.."•cr Ivinir divested 

^. -A .i> abandoned and 

». ^ : -: ir enough to be 

■ \ K.ok, was saved; 

; '..'.:;:o of 8150,000. 

-s ::-.v>.d with the loss 
■ . • 

. ^"\N>:«.nal debates 

, .v: vc:'^ation of the 

^ . ■ .1 , ' .,i: the Canadas 

• ■■..>: a bliKKiless, 
«- •..'■.>■ ::\i rv:*wctable 
' *^^ ^i: .j-.-N ;\- ■ . , ' . , ... .. -■ .. Canadians in 
i^rva: ::;.- v> >^ . . .: : ,^ ^ ; . ^ ^ A; --vi^an standard 

. ^ .^^' -- ■ :^-v..: w:::: ::.tse ideas, 

ttie -:.:::.i -:.i ^.^.:: r,,-^ ,, _- _: ^, ,,.^ ^... j^^^^ j^.^ 

a hhori p^rL...i, w^iv :my.;:i.':;r :^ r::ako a .Uscent on 
'^ia. Ihey uiii^ted on L^in^^ ^vrmitted to atiaok 
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drive the British from the Niiiijara peninsula and 
ji to return to their homes ; nnd many threatened 
leave the camp unless led to immediate action. 
e success of Liuutenant Elliott had induced them 
believe that the conquest was an easy one, and 
(hat they had only to show themselves to the enemy 
ill order to conquer them. In comph'ance with their 
wishes, General Van Renssehier decided on making 
the attempt. The principal British force was at 
Fort George; hut they had made an eKtablishment 
and erected batteries on the heights above Queens- 
town : against these batteries the eflbrta of the 
American troops were to be first directed. Batteries 
were erected on the American shore to protect the 
passage and landing of the troops. The regular forces, 
under Colonel Fenwick and Mnjor Mallary, were 
ordered up to Lcwistuwn; and thirteen boats, being 
all that could be procured at the time, were provided 
for crossing. The van of the troops destined for the 
attack consisted of militia, under the command of 
Colonel Solomon Van Eensaelaer, aid to the general, 
a part of the 13th infantry, under Coionel Christie, 
a detachment of the 0th and Oth, under Major Mal- 
lary, — the whole amounting to 400 men. At three 
o'clock on the morning of the 13th they proceeded 
from the camp at Lewlslown to the place of embark- 
ation. Colonel Van Rensselaer, to whom the chief 
command of the expedition was intrusted, with 100 
men, crossed over and effected a landing. A grape- 
Bhot, from a battery below Queenatown which en- 
filaded the passage, wounded Colonel Clnistie in 
the hand ; his pilot became confused, his boatmen 
jhtoued, and he was obliged to return. The boats 
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heiplits. The American line rerornied, and flank- 
ing-pnrlie« were wnt out. Tlie victury nuw ap- 
pi'uriHi cuiuplute, and Gent'iul Van Renssi'laer pro- 
cevdfd to takt! meafures to secure llie conquest. At 
two o'clock, (lencm! Wiidswortli, of the militia, with 
Colonels Scott, Christie, and Major Mallary, croead 
over and took the command. Captain Wool was 
directed to retire and have his wounda dressed. He 
cmssed the river for tliat purpose, and soon returned 
to the field. AImjuI three o'clock a large parly of 
Indians ftp|)eared, pouring out of Chippewa, and, with 
their savage. jcUh, commenced a furious attack. The 
Americans at first, gave way, but were soon rallied, 
I and charged the suvagcB, who directly lied to the 
Iwoods, leaving one of their chiefs a prisoner and 
Ifleveral dead on the ground. Scarcely had this 
battle ended, wlien a large i-einforcemeiit with artil- 
lery arrived from Fort George, and the battle was 
. renewed with increased severity. 

Must of the events of the day were in view of 
■Xewistown. The militia wjio had not crossed over 
f had now seen enough of war. Their zeal for the 
KCaiuidian conquest had abated. They had dis- 
loverod that the Constitution did not require them 
I'to go beyond the limits of the United States. Seve- 
^*al boatloads which bad embarked returned, and 
kno more could be induced to go. General Van Keas- 
■'wlaer returned to the American side, and, by every 
Ixneaiis of persuasion and authority, promising and 
■itbreatening, endeavored to bring tbem over to 
Ipecure the victory; but to no effect. Twelve hun- 
E-dred, whose presence only on the opposite bank 
Pwould li;iV(. ai.T-ii.!f(i the furluue of the dny, stood 
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storiiiL'd. Tlie iiion M'ere rallied, and 160, under the 
cull I 111 and ol" Captain Wool, mounted the rocks on 
the right of the batteries and took them. The guns 
were ordered to he turned upon the enemy, but were 
fuund to be spiked. The remiiinder of the detach- 
ment now joined Captain Wool. Both parties were 
considerably reinforced, and the conflict grew severe 
at various points. Many of the British took shelter 
behind a guard-house, trora wlience a piece of ord- 
nance was briskly "served ; but the fire from the bat- 
teries on the American side soon silenced it. The 
British then retired behind a large stone house, but 
were soon routed and driven from the hill in every 
direction. General Brock rallied the troops at 
Queenstown, alid, with reintbrcements, led them 
round the bill in rear of the batteries. Captain 
Wool, discerning this, detached 160 men to meet 
them ; these were driven back. Being reinforced, 
they returned to the attack, and were again driven 
by the British to the precipice which forms the bank 
of the Niagara above Queenstown. Here, the British 
pressing upon ihem with double their numbers, and 
no opportunily uf retreating, an officer placed a white 
handkerchief upon the point of a bayonet, and raised 
it as a ling, with intention to surrender; Captain 
Wool immediately tore it off, rallied his men, and 
returned to the charge. The British troops wei-e in 
turn routed. 

General Brock, in endeavoring to rally tliem, waa 
struck by three halls and instantly killed. His aid.- 
Colonel McDonald, the attorney-general of Upper 
Canada, was mortally wounded by his side. By ten 

Kk the British were completely driven from the 
: 
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CONSTITUTION AND GUERRIERE. 

On the 2d of Angupt, 1812, the Constitution, of 
forty-four guns, Captain Hull, eailed IVoni Boston on 
a cruise which will long he memombie in the Re- 
public as the fii-st of a series of exploits which ele* 
vated the character of the nation and strongly. 
ilhistrated tlie importance of her navy. 

On the 19th of Aiigimt he fell in wilh His Bri- 
Itnnnic Majesty's Kbip Guerriere, rated at thirty-eight 
guns but carrying fifty, commanded by Captain 
Diicres, who, some time before, bad politely en* 
dorsed on the register of an American ship an invi 
tation to Captain Hsill to give liim a meeting of this 
kind. 

At half-past tlivee p.m., Captain Hull made out 

his antagonist to be a Irigate, and continued the 

till he was within about three miles, when ha 
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on lliG Ainc'iiciiTi i^liore, iruictive spechitors of the 
BlauglittT aiii] ciipture of tlieir brethren. The regu- 
lar troops, iiiidtT General Smyth, who had been 
ordered down from Bliick Rock, h.id not arrived; 
and the Americans on the heights were left to pro- 
tect themselves. At tliis time General \''iin Rens- 
selaer addressed a rote to General Wadsworth, in- 
forming him that it was out of his power to send 
Lim succors, and advising him to retreat to the river, 
where bouts shoidd be provided to take them over. 
The gallant band fought their way to the river 
against thrice tiieir numbers, hut on arriving there 
no boats were to be found. The same panic had 
Btruck the boatmen ; not a boat could be manned 
to bring them ofl', and the whole were obliged to 
surrender. 

Three hundred and eighty-six regulars, and 368 
militia, were made prisoners : the number killed was 
not exactly ascertained, but supposed to be about 90. 
The whole loss in killed, wounded, prisoners, and 
missing, was estimated at 1000. General Brock was 
conveyed to Fort George, and interred on the 15th 
with military honors, the guns of Fort Niagara, as 
well as those of Fort George, firing during the 
papny. 



BATTLE-FIELDS AND 



^■The prizr being to sliattend that Ae was i 

^^brth brininnE into port, after remuving the pri- 

^^ID>>m lo the ronstitulkia sbe ir«s set on fire and 

blimn lip. In ibv nclhm thv CunsfitalioD Inet 7 

killf<l and 7 wmindciJ; lb* Giwrriere, 15 killeil. fiS 

wounded, — including the captain and wrenl officers, 

^^-«nd 24 mijwing. 

^y Tiie news of this victoiy was m^red ui tlie 

^tlnitcd States with the gtc^test joy and exnltation. 

All parties united in celebrating it, and the citizens 

and public authurities vied with each otlier in tie- 

Fwing marks of Approbation upon Captain Hall 
I tiiH gulUnt officers and crew. 
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.UNITED STATES AND MACEDONIAN- 
WASP AND FROLIC— CONSTITUTION 
AND JAVA. 



On the 8th of October, 1813, the squadron under 
the command of Commodore Eodgere, consistnig of 
the President, United States, and Congress frigatea, 
and the Argus sloop-of-war, sailed from Boston on q 
cruise. On the IStli, in a gale of wind, the3^arted 
from the United States and Argus. On the 15th, 
the Pi-e«ident and Congress captured a British packet, 
with specie amounting to nearly two hundred tliuu- 
Band dollars. On the 30th of December the two 

gates arrived at Boston, without having had tha ; 



f aa Mined vesxl of the enero; 
ft* ■!!■■ IW At^fw armvd xna nfierward^ at 
New T«fffc. fiwB a YT«T fuco&sfnl cnii-« or ntnetj" 
n 4a}^ 4«ii^ vhidi she made oiplures uf British 
iMn%Mrt-Me« to tW value ufhiro hoDdrwl thouMitid 
4uBMi^ aa4 dini h t t d ti>e swifbKss of her sailing, 
a» vcfl as tlw skin of faer officers, by an escape 
h%3m a» y a d» ai of ibe CDCBiy, oonsiEtiog of six s^l, 
hy -whiA At «ai chiocd fir thrt-e ilays. 

&tt Ike erase «r tbe United Stales was by &f 
the noA fertaaate, as il gave ber distinguished coo^ 
na&der an oppoctanitT at adding anotlier leaf to llie 
lanrA he bad alrewlr aoqmred. mid c^ shedding 
wMitiiwal ^MTf on the Repubtic On the 25th of 
October, bein^ off the Weeteni Islands, ehe fell ia 
vttb the British frigate Macedonian, of IbrtjHUDe 
gtrns and 300 roai,— a vesad nevlj hoQt and of 
BUperiur equiiHuenU Being to windward, the latter 
had the udvantage of chooeing her distance, which, 
an tiie United Slates was in givat part .irmtMl with 
camtoades, prevented her from availing herself of 
them. In ccHisequence uf this the action occupied 
an hour and a half. As soon, however, as the 
United Stales was able to bring her enemy to clofie 
action, the superiority of the Americans in gunnery 
Was manifestly displayed. The enemy's mizzenmast 
and most of his spars and rigging being shot away, 
2 deemed it expedient to surrender, with the losa 
' 36 killed and 68 wouiidetl. That of the Ame- 
iCuiig was only four killed and seven wounded: 
former was Lieutenant John Musser 
s great disproportion in the loss of live^ 
remarkably displayed in all the nsxi 
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actioiia during the war, while it afforded a fitrlking 
proof of the precision of the Americans in the art 
of firing, rendered their victories doubly grateful, by 
depriving them in a great measure of the alloy of 
individual grief with which such events are too 
often intermixed. 

The damage sustained by the United States was 
not 80 great as to render necessary her return to 
port. It was deemed proper, however, to accom- 
pany the prize in ; and both frigates arrived in 
safety at New York on the 4tli of December, where 
Captain Decatur was received with a similar degree 
of rejoicing and gratitude to that the Kepublic had 
heretofore so liberally bestowed upon Captain Hull, 

The victories, however, of the Constitution and 
United States, brilliant as they were, were obtained 
over antagonists somewhat inferior in the number 
of their guns as well as of their men. We have 
now to record one in which the enemy was un- 
doubtedly superior in the number of his cannon and 
not inferior in the amount of his seamen. The 
United States sloop-of-\var Wasp, Captain Jacob 
Jones, sailed from the Delaware on the 13th of 
October. On the 16tli shi; experienced a heavy 
gale, in which two men were lost, together with her 
jib-boom. At midnight on the succeeding day 
eeveral sail were descried, to which chase was 
given. On tlic ISth, at daylight, they were dis- 
covered to be a couvoy of six merchant-men, under 
the protection of a sloop-of-war, four of them being 
armed vessels. At half-past eleven in the morning 
the action commenced between the two national 
lie, at the distance of about fifty yards. So 
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nenr, indeed, did they Brrive, that the rammers of; 
the Wftsp'a cannon were, in one instance, struck' 
against the side of her enemy. The fire of the 
Enjilish vessel soon elackened ; and after a moBt' 
sanguinary action of forty-three minutes it wasi 
determined to board lier, Thia was immediately! 
effected, Lieutenant Biddle, of the Wasp, particularly! 
distinguishing himself among the hoarders. When 
they reached the deck of the enemy, they found nft 
person upon it, except tliree officers and the seaman 
at the wheel. The colors were hauled down by 
Lieutenant Biddle, there being no one of the enemy'4 
seamen left to perform that office. 

The vessel thus gallantly captured proved to be 
his Britannic majesty's brig-of-war, the Frolic, of 
twenty-two guns, commanded by Captain Whin* 
yates. The Wasp mounting but eighteen guns, thd 
enemy was thus superior by four cannon. Thft. 
annals of naval warliire have, perhaps, seldom con- 
tained the narration of a more sanguinary conflict^ 
than this. The decka of the Frolic were crowded' 
with the dead and wounded, many of whom were 
crushed by the fulling of her spars. Not less than 
30 are said to have been killed, and about 50 
wounded: both of her masts were shot away; and 
she lay on the water, an unmanageable wreck. The 
Wasp also suffered severelj" in her spars and rigging 
from the enemy's fire : her loss of men, however, 
was trivial, compared with that of her opponent^ 
four only being killed and four wounded. The' 
brave offioera and crew of the Wasp were unfor- 
tunately deprived, shortly afterwards, of their hard>j 
earned prize. No sooner bad the engagement ceaaed! 
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than a sail was seen, which soon approached near 
enough for them to discover that she wa« an enemy's 
Beventy-four-gLm-ship. From the disabled state of 
both vessels, an escape was impracticable: they 
were therefore obliged to surrender to the British 
ship Poictiers, by which they were carried into 
Bermuda. 

The honors conferred upon Captain Jones, his 
oflBcers and crew, on their return to the United 
States, were not less flattering than those received 
on the former occasions. Many of the State legis- 
latures voted them their thanks; and the substjui- 
tial recompense of twenty-five thousand dolhirs was 
appropriated by Congress as a compensation for the 
loss of the vessel they had so gallantly acquired. 
Captain Jones was soon afterwards appointed to 
the command of the Macedonian frigate, which had 
been purchased by the government from the cap- 
^^teEs and added to the navy of the United States. 
^H^or was this the last of those gallant achieve- 
^^Hlbts which raised so high the character of the 
^Tmerican navy. The frigate Constitution was des- 
tined to receive a brilliant addition to the fame she 
had acquired in her combat with the Guerriere, and 
to render the name of the Kcpublic celebrated in 
remote seas. After his capture of the British frigate, 
Captain Hull resigned the command of the Constitu- 
tion, tor the purpose of attending to his private 
afiairs, and was succeeded by Captain William 
Bain bridge. 

Accompanied by the Hornet sloop-of-war, the 
Constitution sailed from Boston, on a cruise to tLe 
lific Ocean, towards the end of October. In run- 
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ning down the coast of Brazil, they discovered the 
Buiiiie Citoyenne, a British vessel-of-war, of greater 
force than the Hornet, lying in the port of St. Sal- 
vador, Captain Lawrence, of the Hornet, sent a 
challenge, however, to the commander of the enemy 'b 
vessel, pledging himself that Captain Bainbridge 
should not interfere. The British captain did not 
think proper to accept the offer, although the Con- 
stitution had sailed on another cruise, and the Hor- 
net was left to blocltade the enemy's vessel. 

After leaving St. Salvador, Captain Bainbridge 
Bteered along the coast of Brazil until the 29th of 
December, when two sail were discovered, one of 
which stood in for the land and the other towards 
the Constitution. The latter was soon perceived to 
be a British frigate, when Captain Bainbridge tacked 
ship and stood for her. At two p.m., the enemy 
being to windward and having hauled down all her 
colors except the union, Captain Bainbridge ordered 
a gun to be fired ahead of her, upon which she 
hoisted her colors and returned the fire. The 
action now commenced with great vigor on both 
sides ; the British frigate keeping at long shot, and 
the Constitution not being able to close with her 
without exposing herself to the danger of being 
raked. The wheel of the latter, however, being 
shot away, Captain Bainbridge now determined to 
bring his antagonist to close action. He accordingly 
lufled up and took a position near to her. Soon 
after four o'clock, the tire of the enemy being com- 
pletely silenced, tlie Constitution passed ahead for 
the purpose of repairing her rigging. Finding, how- 
ever, that the British fiag waa still flying. Captain 
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Baiubridge took a raking position on her bows, and 
was at the moment about to commence a destruc- 
tive fire, when the enemy hauled down his colors 
and surrendered his ship. Possession was soon after 
taken of her, when she proved to be the British 
frigate Java, carr^^ing forty-nine guns and mnnned 
with upwards of 400 men. She was commanded by 
Captain Lambert, a very distinguished officer, who 
was mortally wounded, and was on her way to the 
East Indies, with a number of British land and 
naval ofiicers. Among them was Lieutenant-General 
Hislop and his stafT. One hundred supernumerary 
Kaaien were also on board. Iler loss was exceed- 
ingly severe, 60 having been killed and considerably 
more than 100 wounded. The Americans, ns usual, 
suffered much less, only 9 being killed and 25 
wounded. 

Finding that the Java was so much injured by 
the fire of the Constitution as to forbid the hope of 
getting her safe into the Uiiited.States, she was set 
un fire on the Slst, the crew and passengers and 
their baggage having been previously removed. The 
prisoners, to the number of 301, including officers, 
were landed at St. Salvador, on their parole. The 
damage the Constitution received in the action, and 
lier decayed state, made it necessary to return to 
the United States for repairs. She left St. Salvador 
OD the 6th of January, and arrived at Boston on 
tlie 8th of the succeeding month. 

In all the victories of the American navy the 
akill and valor of the officers and crews were not 
fcsB conspicuous than their humanity and generosity 
Jbeir vanquished enemy. The truth of the old 
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icrvHtioii. tlmt tlic brave are peculiarly saMseptil 
r the kindly nnd >reritler feelingx of oar nilton, 
mt never more iitroiiifly maiiifestpd than on tbew 
mions, Kvory thing that the roost active 
Imintiity n.i m'oII 08 the most reflm^ delicacy ooold 
ffflt was dinpUyed towards the officers and 
AW'K of the Guerrtere, tlie Macedonian, the Frolie. 
the Java. Private pn^pcrty was scrupulously 
>cted ; and the ackitowledgments of the enemy 
;ed tht}ir high sense of the liberality with 
nich the cuiiduct of the Americans had been 
U-ked. 
Mt WOB not to be expected, however, that the con- 
_ tot on the ocean, covered iis it was by the ships of 
the enemy, could l>e carried on without some loss to 
the Ainerit^an navy. It was boldly anticipated by 
the nritii^li onilors at the commencement of the war 
that the infant inanne of the Republic would be 
awept from the ocean, while the commerce of the 
Brilinh iNlea wonld be carried on as usual, without 
interruption. Kven the best friends of America 
iiiared that, after a sanguinary opposition and per- 
Wpn useleHH victories, the national vessels would 
[ hunted from the ocean or be compelled to sur- 
lOdtT to an overpowering superiority. The con- 
trnut iH'tween these anticipations, however, and the 
fictuiil result, waH of the most striking nature, and 

fht have alVorded occasion to many mortifying 
ectioiifl on the part of the British cabinet. Six 
litha had now elapsed iVom the commencement 
hoHtilitics, during which time the national ves- 
BcIb of the Republic had carried its flag into almost 
-TV ocean. Three of them only had fallen mt« 






11 






NATAL KXPLOITS. 199 

the hands of the enemy, nnd those under such cir- 
cumstances of relative force aa to reflect no discredit 
on the captured. The Wasp slcTOp-of-war was taken, 
as we have seen, by a seventy-four-gun ship; the 
schooner Nautilus, of twelve gnna, commanded by 
Lieutenant Crane, surrendered, after a long chase, 
to a squadron of the enemy's frigates; and the 
Vixen gun-brig was captured on the 22d of Novem- 
ber by the frigate Southampton, and carried into 
the West Indies, where her commander, Captain 
Read, subsequently died. 

On the otlier hand, the havoc made upon the 
commerce of the enemy was beyond all previous 
calculation. It iias been stated, upon good authority, 
that, previous to the meetitig of Congress in Novem- 
ber, nearly two hundred and fifty vessels had been 
captured by the American cruisers, and more than 
3000 prisoners taken, while of the American mer- 
chant-men comparatively few had fallen info the 
power of the enemy. The injury thus inflicted on 
the British commerce was produced only in a partial 
degree by the public vessels, Tlie American priva- 
teers swarmed in every sea, and the enterprise bo 
conspicuous in the character of the nation rendered 
them most formidable opponents. Being mostly 

Jiiilt with a view to expeditious sailing, they were 

general able to overtake the merchant vessels 

to escape from the fastest frigates of the enemy. 

lese advantages were never sullied by inhumanity ; 

;nd the generosity with which they, in many in- 
Btances, acted in opposition to the love of profit, 
reflects credit on the national character. 
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BATTLE OF FKENCHTOWN. 

In the West and Northwest the American arms 
were unfortunate. The left wing of the North- 
western army was comm.indi'd by General James 
Winchester. Receiving intelligence that the British 
and Indians were posted at Frenchtown, on the 
river Raisin, Hiirrison ordered this detachment to 
proceed against them, if its commander thonght it 
practicable. Winchester immediately detached an 
efficient force, under Colonel T^ewia, which made a 
rapid march and reached the vicinity of Frenchtown 
on the 18th of January. The enemy were prepared 
to receive them ; but the Americans advanced with 
Buch impetuosity that the enemy were dislodged 
from their works and driven to the distance of two 
miles. The battle lasted from three o'clock in th« 
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aflernonii until dnrk. Tlte American detachment 
then encamped on the spot from which it hiid driven 
the eiiern^'. The hiss of the British and Indians was 
very severe. That of the Anitricaiis was 12 killed 
and 55 wounded. General Winchester, with about 
300, arrived at Frenchtown on the liOth. 

Oo the morning of tlie 22d the Americans were 
wurpriecd and attacked by a greatly siij)erior force of 
British and Indians, commanded by Colonel Proctor. 
The action was warmly contested for about a half 
hour, when, the enenij's fire becoming too galling, 
Winchenter ordered liis men to form on the north 
bank of the river; but they gave way, and could 
uot be rallied. The Indians gained their rear, and, 
tliUB borne down by numbers, General Wincheeter, 
ii'j officers, and 4S7 non-com mi n-sioned officers and 
privates, surrendered tLemfielves prisoners of war. 
Before the troops surrendered, the British com- 
mander promised them protection fi'om the ferocity 
of the Indians ; but the promise was made to be 
broken. At break of day the next morning the 
savages were sufl'ered to commit every depredation 
tliey pleased. An indiscriminate slaughter of all 
wiio were unable to walk ensued ; many were toma- 
iiawked, and many were burned alive in their houses. 
Every species oJ" private property remaining in the 
tents was appropriated by the Indians. The whole 
detachment was captured or destroyed. The loss of 
tfie British and Indians was not ascertained, but 
must have been severe, since, for a time, the Ameri- 
cmie fought with the fury of desperation. There is 
no doubt tliat this disaster was owing to Wincbester'a 
want of caution. 




■ SIEGE OF FORT MEIGS. 

B ArrKR tlie defe.it and capture of General Wio- 

^MilieHt(!r and his army at the river Raisin, General ' 

HffiarriHon established his advanced poet at the foot 

^hf tlie Miami Riiplde, enclosing about eiglit acres 

with Btmng picitets, and establishing batteries at ' 

tho nio«t commanding points. Thin position was 

sek'cled as being convenient for keeping open a 

conitnunication and receiving reinforcements and 

BiippIieB from Kentucky and the settled parts of the 

State of Ohio, and, at the same time, affording tbe 

wt Btfttion for protecting the borders of Lake Erie, 

teapturing Detroit, and carrying the war into the 

Iritish territories. It was denominated Fort Meige, 

I honor of the zeal and talents of the Governor of 

pliio. The Miami of tlie Lake is formed by tlie 
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Mary's, whic:h comes from flie Soutli, and the St. 
Josejjh's, which rises in the Iiidiima Territory. 
TliesR rivers unite at Fort Wayne, near the west 
line ol' the State of Ohio; from this point the river 
assumes the name of Miami, and runs a northeast- 
erly direction, about fifty mites to Fort Winchester, 
formerly Fort Defiance, where it receives tlie waters 
of the Auglaize from the South. Thence it con- 
tinues the same course forty miles farther to the 
rapids, and, after passing a short distance below 
Fort Meigs on the left, and the ruins of a small 
village on the right, and embracing a huge island, 
falls into the Miami Bay, opposite the site of an 
old British fort, eighteen miles from Lake Erie. 
The rapids terminate at Fort Meigs, three miles 
above the head of tlie bay. On the breaking up 
of the ice in Lake Erie, General Proctor, with 
all his disposable force, consisting of regulars and 
Canadian militia from Maiden, and a large body 
of ludianB under their celebrated chief, Tecumseh, 
amounting in the whole to 2000 men, laid siege to 
Fort Meigs. To encourage the Lidians, he had pro- 
mised them an easy conquest, and assured thera 
that General Harrison should be delivered up to 
Tecumseh. On the 26th of April the British co 
lunins appeared on the opposite bank of the river 
and established their principal batteries on a com- 
manding eminence opposite the Ibrt, On the 27th 
the Indians crossed the river and established them- 
Belvea in the rear of the American lines. The giu-- 
rison, not having completed their wells, had no 
water except what they obtained from the river 
ler a constant firing of the enemy. On the Ist, 2d, 
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and 3d of Mny lliPir Iitittirit's kt'pt up an i 
ehower of bulls nnd chells upon the fort. On the 
niglit (if tlie 'M the British erected a gun-and-mor- 
tar hattery on the left bank of the river, within two 
hundred nnd fifty yards of tlie American line?. The 
^JndiiinB climbed the treea in the neigliborhood of the 
Hfert, and poured in a galling fire upon the garrisoD. 
fwi this situation General Harrison received a 8um- 
inons from Proctor for a i<urrender of the garrison, 
greatly magnifying the means of annoyance; this 
was answered by a prompt refusal, assuring the 
British general tliat if he obtained possession of the 
fort it would not be by capitulation. Apprehensive 
of such an attack, Genera! Harrison had made the 
governors of Kentucky and Ohio minutely acquaint- 
ed with \m situation, and stated to tbem the neces- 
sity of reinforcements for the relief of Fort Meigs. 
His requisitioHS had been zealously anticipated, and 
General Clay was at this moment descending the 
Miami with 1200 Kentuckians for his relief. 

At twelve o'clock in the night of the 4th an offi- 
cer arrived from General Clay with the welcome 
intelligence of his approach, stating that he was just 
above the rapids, and could reach him in two hours, 
and requesting his orders. Harrison determined on 
a general sally, and directed Clay to land 800 men 
on the right bank, take possession of the British 
batteries, spike their cannon, immediately return to 
their boats, and cross over to the American fort, 
The remainder of Clay's force was ordered to land 
on the left bank and fight their way to the fort, 
*bile sorties were to be made from the garrison in 
•ud uf these ojieratioiis. Captain Uamiltou 
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directed to proceed up the river in a periauger, land 
a Biibaltern on the left bank, who should be a pilot 
to conduct General Clay to the fort, and then cross 
over and station his periauger at the place designated 
for the other division to land. General Clay, having 
received these orders, descended the river in order 
of battle in solid columns, each oflScer taking posi- 
tion according to his rank. Colonel Dudley, being 
the eldest in command, led the van, and was ordered 
to take the men in the twelve front boats and exe- 
cute General Harrison's orders on the right bank. 
He effected liia landing at the place designated, 
without difficulty. General Clay kept close along 
the left bank until be came opposite the place of 
Colonel Dudley's landing; but, not finding the subal- 
tern there, he attempted to cross over and join 
Colonel Dudley; tliis was prevented by the violence ' 
of the current on the rapids, and he again attempted 
to land on the left bank, and effected it with only 
fifty men amid a bri.'^k fire from the enemy on shore, 
and made his way to the fort, receiving their fire 
until within the protection of its guns. The other 
boats, under the command of Colonel Boswell, were 
driven farther down the current, and landed on 
the right to join Colonel Dudley. Here they were 
ordered to re-embark, land, on the left bank, and 
proceed to the fort. In the mean time two sorties 
were made from tlie garrison, one on the left, in aid 
of Colonel BoHwell, hy which the Canadian militia 
and Indians were defeated and he enabled to reach 
.x^he tort ill satety, and one on the right, against the 
British batteries, which was also successful. 
^HColoiiel Dudley, with his detachment of 800 Ken- 
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tucky militia, completely Bucceeded in driving tlie 
British from tlieir batteries and spiking the cannon. 
Iluviiig noconipli^hed this object, his orders were 
peremptory to return immediately to his boats and 
cross over to the Ibrt; bnt the blind conlidenca 
which generally attends militia when successful 
proved their ruin. Although repeatedly ordered by 
Colonel Dudley, and warned of their danger, and 
called upon from the fort to leave the ground, and 
although there wfis »bundant time for that purpose 
before the British reinforcements arrived, yet they 
commenced a pursuit of the Indians, and suffered 
themselves to be drawn into an ambuscade by some 
feint skirmishing, while the British troops aiid large 
bodies of Indians were brought up and intercepted 
their return to the river. Elated with their first 
success, they considered the victory as already gaia> 
ed, and pursued the enemy nearly two miles into 
the woods and swamps, where they were suddenly 
caught in a defile and surrounded by double their 
numbers. Finding themselves in this situation, con- 
sternation prevailed; their line became broken and 
disordered; and, huddled together in unresisting 
crowds, they were obliged to surrender to the men-y 
of the savages. Fortunately ibr these unhappy vi(v 
time of their own rashness, Generai~Tecumseh com- 
manded at this ambuscade, and had imbibed, since 
his appointment, more humane feelings than his 
brother Proctor. After the surrender, and all re- 
sistance had ceased, the Indians, finding 500 pri- 
soners at their mercy, began the work of inasaacre. 
with the most savage delight. Tecumseh sternly 
ibrbade it, and buried his tomahawk in the head of' 
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one of his chiefs who refused obedience. This order, 
accompanied with this decisive manner of enforcing 
it, put an end to the massacre. Of 800 men only 
150 escaped. The residue were slain or made pri- 
Bouers. Colonel Dudley wns severely wounded in 
the action, and afterwards tomahawked and scalped. 
Proctor, seeing no prospect of tnkiiig the Ibrt, and 
finding his Indians fast leaving him, raised the siege 
on the yth of May, and returned with precipitation 
to Maiden. Tecumseh and a considerable portion 
of the Indians remained in service; but large num- 
bers left it in disgust, and were ready to join the 
Araericans. On the left bank, in the several sorties 
of the 5th of May and during the siege, the Ameri- 
can loss was 81 killed and 189 wounded. General 
Harrison, having repaired the fort and committed its 
defence to General Clay, repsiired to Franklinton to 
organize the new levies and systematize a plan of 
defence for the Erie frontier. At Lower Sandusky 
he met Governor Meigs, at the head of a laige body 
of Ohio volunteers, pressing on to his relief, and gave 
him the pleasing intelligence that the siege waa 
raised. The volunteers were there discharged, with 
the warmest acknowledgments of the governor and 
general for their promptness and zeal in marcliing to 
the relief of Fort Meigs. 
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In 
proctor would of course bring heavy cannon if he 
etacked it., the general and a council of war called 
y him tliought it wisest to abandon it; but, before 
this could be dune after the final determination of the 
matter, the appearance of tlie enemy upon the 31st 
of July made it impossible. Tlie garrison of the little 
fort was composed of 1511 men, under a commander 
just past his tweuly-first year, and with a single 
piece of cannon, while the investing force, including 
Tecumseh's Indians, was, it is said, 3300 strong, 
and with six pieces of artillery, — all of them, for- 
tunately, light ones. Proctor demanded a surrender, 
and told the unvarying story of the danger of pro- 
voking a genera! massacre by the savages unless 
the fort was yielded t to all "which the representative 
of young Croghan replied by saying that the Indiana 
would have none left to massacre if the British con- 
quered, for every man of the garrison would have 
died at his post. Proctor upon this opened his fire, 
which, being concentrated upon the northwest angle 
of the fort, led the commander to think that it waa 
meant to make a breach thiire and carry the works 
by assault: he therefore proceeded to strengthen 
that point by bags of sand and flour, while under 
cover of night he placed his single sis-pounder in a 
position to rake the angle threatened, and then, 
having charged his infant battery with slugs and 
hidden it from the enemy, he waited the event. 
During the night of the 1st of August, and till late 
in the evening of the 2d, the firing continued upon 
the devoted northwest corner; then, under cover 
of the smoke and gathering darkness, a eolunm of 

Cmen approached unseen to within twenty paces 
: : 
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l^tbe walls. The musketry oiiened upon them, but 
with little effect; the ditch was gained, and in a 
moment filk-d with men. At that instant the masked 
cannun, only thirty feet dit^tant, and so directed as ta> 
sweep the ditch, was uiimiisked and fired, killing 
at once 27 of the assailants. The effect was decisive} 
the column recoiled, and the little fort was saved, 
with the loss of one man. On the next morning 
the British and their allies, having the fear of Har- 
rison before their eyes, were gone, leaving behind 
them, iu their haste, yuns, stores, and clothing. 





The American fleet on Lake Erie having been 
npleted, and witli great difficulty passed over the 
bar, a principal part of the crew of each vessel being 
made up of the Pennsylvania militia who had volun- 
teered to go on an expedition, sailed on a short cruise 
for the purpose of training the guns and of exercising 
the sailors. In the latter part of August, Commo- 
dore Perry proceeded to the mouth of Simdusky 
River to co-operate with General Harrison. At this 
place about 70 volunteer marines were received on 
board, and the fleet sailed in quest of the British 
squadron. The latter was at that time near Maiden, 
before which place Commodore Perry appeared, and, 
after reconnoitring the enemy, he retired to Put-in 
Bay, a distarce of thirty miles, in hopes of drawing 
ttt his aiitaguntst. 
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Oil the morning of tlie lOtb of vSeptember, 1B15, 
the enemy was discovered bearing down upon the 
American squadron, which immedialely got under 
way and utood out to meet him. The Buperioritjof 
force was greatly in favor of the British, though 
they had not an equal number of vessels. Their 
■L'ws were larger and the length and number of 
J<heir guns greater than those of the American 
raquadrun. 

When the American fleet stood out, the Britisli 
tleet had the weather-gauge; but at ten o'clock A.*. 

»tbc wind shiAed and brought the American to wind- 
ward. The line of battle was formed at eleven, and 
ftt fifteen minutes before twelve the enemy's flag- 
ship and the Queen Charlotte opened upon the Law- 
rence a heavy and eflfectual fire, which she was 
obliged to EListnin upwards of ten minutes without a 
possibility of returning it, in consequence of her bat- 
tery being of carronades. She nevertheless con- 
Itinued to bear up, and, having given a signal to the 
«ther vessels to support her, at a few minutes before 
twelve opened her tire upon the enemy. 
The wind being too light to assist the remainder 
of the squadron in coming up, the Lawrence was 
compelled to fight the enemy's heaviest vessels up- 
wards of two hours. The crew were not at all 
depressed ; their animation increased as the despera- 
tion of the fight became greater, and the guns were 
t worked with as much coolness and precision as if 
they had been in the act of training only. The 
slaughter on board the brig was almost unparalleled, 
Ihu rigging very much injured, and the braces en. 
tirely shot away; and at length, after every gua 
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ind been rendered useless, slie became quite un- 
Tiiatiageable. The first lieutenant, Yarnall, was 
tbrice wtninded ; the second lieutenant, Forrest, 
■truck in the breast ; the gallant Lieutenant Brookes, 
of the marines, and Midshipman Laub, were killed, 
and Sailing-master Taylor, Purser Hamilton, and 
Midshipmen Claxton and Swartwout, wounded. Her 
loss alreiidy amounted to 22 killed and 61 wounded, 
when the commodore, seeing that she must very soon 
strike if the other vessels were not brought up, gave 
up the command of the Lawrence to Lieutenant 
Tarnall, and, jurnping into a boat, ordered it to be 
steered for the Niagara, to which vessel he had 
determined to shift his flag. In passing from the 
Lawrence to the Niagara he stood up, waving his 
Bword and gallantly cheering his men, under a 
ehower of balls and bullets. He gained the Niagara 
unhurt at the moment the flag of the Lawrence 
came down ; and, the wind having at that instant 
increased, he brought her into action, and at forty- 
five minutes past two gave signal lor the whole fleet 
to close. 

All the vessels were now engaged; but, as the 
superiority of the enemy had been increased by the 
loss of the Lawrence, the commodore determined on 
piercing his line with the Nitigara. He therefore reso- 
lutely bore up, and, passing ahead of the Detroit, 
Queen Charlotte, and Lady Prevost, poured a gulling 
and destructive fire into each from his starboard side, 
nod into the Chippewa and Little Belt from hia lar- 
board. He was then within half pistol-shot, and, as 
he cut through the line, the commander of the Lady 
ivost, a hravi; ullicer, who had distinguished him- 
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pnB, one of the Ariel's had biirsted, and (lie enemy 
Hi then the superiority of thirty-four guns. This 
doubtful aspect, however, soon after changed. The 
Queen Charlotte had lost her captain and all her 
principa.1 officers; and having, by some mischance, 
run foul of the Detroit, most of the guns of both 
Vtssels became useless. In this situation, advantage 
of which was immediately taken by Commodore 
Perry, they were compelled to sustain, in turn, an in- 
cessant fire from the Niagara and other vessels of the 
AmericRn squadron. The British commodor(*'H flag was 
eoon after struck, and those of the Queen Charlotte 
and Lady Prevost, tlie Hunter, and the Chippewa, 
came down in immediate succession. The whole 
fleet surrendered to the inferior squadron, with the 
exception of tlie Little Belt, which atteoipted to 
escape, but was pursued by two of the gun-boats 
and captured at a distance of three miles from the 
equadron. 

Thus, after an action of three hours, in which the 
individual gallantry of either fleet had never been 
surpassed by any naval event now to be found on 
the record of history, was the entire command of 
Ibis important lake yielded to the American arms. 
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The victory gained by Coniinodore Perry on Laks 
Erie gave iiirtny advaiitiigtiM to tlie army of General 
Harrison. The purauit of tLe enemy was instantly 
_resolved upon. On the 27th of September the army 
crossed the lake. Maiden was found wasted and 
deserted by Proctor, who bad retreated by the valley 
of the Thames towards the heart of Canada. Cfei 
the 2d of October Harrison started in pursuit of the 
enemy, and, on the 5th, overtook them. Proctor's 
poeition was strong. Tlie IndianH, under Ti-ciimseh, 
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were upon the left, between the river and a smnll 
mai'sli; the British regulars, between two marshes 
on tiie right. Harrison's order of battle hud been 
determined when be became aware that the British 
reguliirs were drawn up in open order, which raiide 
ihem liable to a fatal attack by cavalry. He in- 
stflDlIy resolved upon a novel manoeuvre. 

Colonel James Johnson, with one battalion of 
mounted men, waa ordered to charge and break the 
line of regulars and then form in their rear. Thia 
»aa executed with precision. The British were 
broken, and the whole body, panic-stricken by the 
unexpected character of the attack, surrendered at 
once, Tecumseh and his Indians fought more ob- 
stinately. The Kentuckians, commanded by Colonel 
Richard M. Johnson, were forced to dismount in the 
contest. But the fall of the valiant Tecumseh, the 
Boui of hie people, led to the complete overthrow of 
tile Indians. Within half an hour the battle vras 
*Oii, and a detachment was in pursuit of General 
froctor, who had fled at the onset. Though 5000 
Ben were engaged in this battle, only about 40 
Were killed, most of whom were Indians. This was 
Bgplendid and decisive victory. The British army 
Was nearly all captured, and the Indians never re- 
wvered from the blow. 
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HORNET AND PEACOCK- 

On the 23d of February, 1813, the sloop-of-wn* 
Hornet, commanded by Captain James Lawrence, 
while cruiaing near Demarara, discovered a brig to 
the leeward, and chaeed her so near the shore that 
he was obliged to haul off for want of a pilot. Dur- 
ing the chnse, however, lie had discovered a vessel at 
anchor outside of the bar of Deinarara River, with 
English colors flying, aud now began beating round 
the Corobano bank to get at her; when, betwe' 
three and ibiir o'clock in the afternoon, another sail 

Iwaaseenon his weather-quarter, edging down for hiir 
As she approached she hoisted English colors, am 
proved to be tlie Britinh brig Peacock, Captain Peake. 
The Hornet waa immediately cleared for action, and 
kept close to the wind in order to get the weather 
gauge of the approaching vessel. At ten minutei 
past five, finding that he could weather the enemy; 
Captain Lawrence hoisted American colors, tacked 
and, in about a quarter of an hour, passed the Britisfc 
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^Hahip within half pistol-shot, and exchanged bnoad- 
^^Bidea. The enemy was now in the act ui" wearing, 
wlien Captain Lawrence bore up, received his star- 
board broadside, and ran him close on board on the 
starhoard-quarter ; from which position he kept up 
BO close and bloody a fire that in less than fifteen 
minutes from the commencement of the action *he 

» British struck their colors and hoisted a signal of 
distress. Lieutenant Shubrick instantly went on 
board, and found that she was cut to pieces, her 
captain killed, many of the crew killed and wounded, 
her mainmast gone by the board, six feet water in 
the hold, and sinking very fast. The two ships were 
immediately brought to anchor and the Hornet's 
boats despatched to bring off the wounded; but, 

■although her guns were thrown overboard, the shot- 
^oles which could be got at plugged, and every ex- 
artion made by pumping and baling to keep her 
afloat, so completely had she been shattered that 
she sunk before the prisoners could be removed, 
carrying down thirteen of her crew, as well as three 
men belonging to the Hornet. Lieutenant Connor 
and the other officers and men employed in remov- 
ing the prisoners narrowly escaped by jumping Into 
I boat as the Peacock went down ; and four seamen 
i the Hornet ran up into the foretop at the same 
une, and were taken off by the boats. 
I The Peacock was deemed one of the finest ships 
|t her class in the British navy. In size she waa 
Swut equal to the Hornet; but in guns and men 
the Hornet was somewhtit, though very little, her 
BUperior, and by no means so much so as to give 
liher any decided advantage. The loss on board th-e 
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Peacock could not be preciaely aficertained. Captain 
Peake was twice wounded, the second time mortally. 
Four men were found dead on board. The master 
and thirty-two others were wounded, three of whom 
afterwards died. The Hornet had only one man 
killed and two slightly wounded. Her rigging and 
sails were much cut, but her hull reoeiTed very 
little iiyury. 
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CHESAPEAKE AND SHANNON. 



After the aution with the Peacock, Captain Law- 
rence was promoted to the command of the frigate 
Chesapeake, then lying in Boston Harhor. She 
Bailed on the 1st of June, 1813. 

As soon as she got under way, Captain Law- 
rence called the crew together, and, having hoisted 
the white flag, with the motto of " Free Trade and 
Sailors' Rights," made a short address. His speech, 
however, was received with no enthusiasm ; on the 
contrary, signs of dissatisfaction were evident, — par- 
ticularly from a hoatswain's mate, a Portuguese, who 
seemed to be at the head of the malecontente ; and 
complaints were muttered that they had not yet 
received their prize-money. Such expressions, at 
the eve of an action, were but iU-bodings of the re- 
sult of it ; but Captain Lawrence, ignorant as he 
of the character of his aailors, and unwilling at 



H»BB< 



I 



222 BATTLE-FIELDS AND 



[ Bucii a moment to damp their spirita by harBlinesa, 
' preserved Iiis accustomed calmuess, and had prize- 
cLecks at once given by the purser to thoae who 
bad not received them. While this scene was pass- 
ing, the Shannon, observing the Chesapeake coming 
. out, bore away. The Chesapeake followed her till 
[ four o'clock in the afternoon, when she hauled up 
and fired a gun, on which the Sliannon hove to. 
I They manoeuvred for some time, till, at about a 
I quarter before sis, they approached within pistol- 
I shot and exchanged broadsidea. 

These broiidHides were both bloody ; but the fire 

\ of the Shannon waa most fortunate in the deatruo 

I tion of officers. The fourth lieutenant, Mr. Ballard, 

, was mortally wounded ; the sailing-master waa 

killed, and Captain Lawrence received a musket-ball 

in his leg, which caused great pain and profuse 

bleeding; but he leaned on the companion-way and 

1 continued to order and to animate his crow. A 
second and a third broadside was exchanged, with 
. evident advantage on the part of the Chesapeake ; 
but, unfortunately, among those now wounded on 
board of her was the first lieutenant, Mr. Ludlow, 
who was carried below ; three men were successively 
shot from the helm in about twelve minutes from 
the commencement of the Eiction ; and, as the hauda 
were shifting, a shot disabled her foresail, so thai 

IBhe would no longer answer her helm, and her 
anchor caught in one of the after-ports of the Shaa-, 
nun, which enabled the latter to rake her uppers 
liwk. As soon as Lawrence perceived that she wag 
falling to leeward, and that by the Shannon's filling 
ihe would fall on board, he called his boarders, and 
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was giving orders about the foresail when he re- 
ceived a musket- ball in his body. The bugleman 
who should have called the hoarders did not do hia 
duty; and, at this moment, Commodore Bro.ie, 
■whose ship had suffered ao much that he was pre- 
paring to repel boarding, perceiving from this acci- 
dent how the deck of the Chesapeake was swept, 
jumped, on board with about 20 men. They would 
have been instantly repelled; hut the captain, the 
first lieutenant, the sailing-master, boatswain, lieu- 
tenant of marines, the only acting heutenant on the 
spar-deck, were, all killed or disabled. At the call 
of the boiirdcrs Lieutenant Cox ran on deck, but 
just in time to receive his falling commander and 
bear him below. Lieutenant Budd — the second 
lieutenant — led up the boarders; but only 15 or 20 
would follow him, and with these he defended the 
ship till he was wounded and disabled. Lieutenant 
Ludlow, wounded as he was, hurried upon deck, 
where he soon received a mortal cut from a sabre. 
The marines who were engaged fought with des- 
perate courage; but they were few in numbers, too 
many of them having followed the Portuguese 
boatswain's mate, who exclaimed, it is said, as he 
skulked below, '- So much for not paying men their 
prize-money!" Meanwhile the Shannon threw on 
board 60 additional men, who soon succeeded in 
overpowering the seamen uf the Chesapeake, who 
bad now no ofScera to lead or rally them, and took 
possession of the ship, which was not, however, sur- 
rendered by any signal of submission, but became 
the enemy's only because they were able to over 
ilm all who were in a condition to resist. 
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As Captain Lawrence wne carried below, he pez* 
ceived the melanolioly condition nf the Chesapeake, 
but cried out, "Don't surrender the ship." He was. 
taken down in the wardroom, and, as he lay in ex- 
cruciating pain, perceiving that the noise above had,' 
ceased, he ordered tlie surgeon to go on deck and 
tell the oflicei-s to fight on to the last and nevet, 
strike the colors. "They shall wave," said be,, 
" while I live." But it was too late to resist or t<^ 
struggle longer; the enemy had already possession; 
of the ship. As Captain Lawrence's wounds would 
not allow of his removal, he continued in the ward- 
room, surrounded by his wounded officers, and, after; 
lingering In great pain for four days, during which 
his sufferings were too acute to permit him to apeak, 
or perhaps to think of the sad events he had just 
witnessed, or do more than ask for what his eituaJ 
tion required, he died on the 5th of June. Hia 
body was wrapped in the colors of the Chesapeake^ 
and laid on the quarter-deck until they arrived i 
Halifax, where he was buried with the highesf 
military and naval honors, the British officers 
forgetting fur a moment, in tlieir admiration of hijj 
character, that he had tieen but lately their enemy. 
His pall was supported by the oldest captains i 
the navy then at Halifax, and no demonstration c 
reppectful attention was omitted to honor the r 
mains of a brave but unfortunate stranger. 




^B ENTERPRISE AND BOXER. 

On the 1st of September, 1S13, the brig Enter-"" 
prise sailed from Portsmouth on a cruise, and on the 
3d discovered and chased a schooner into Portland, 
where be gained intelligence of several privateers 
being ofl' Manhagfin, and immediately stood for tJiat 
place. 

The British gun-brig the Boxer, of fourteen guna 
and nearly 1 00 men, had been fitted up at St. John's, 
New Brunswick, for the purpose of a combat with the 
Enterprise, mounting the same number of guns and 
very nearly the same number of men. To the crew 
of the Boxer, however, a detachment was added from 
the Rattler upon her arrival on the United Stales 
const. On the morning of the Oth the Enterprise, in 
the bay near Penguin Point, discovered the Boxer getf 
ting under way, and gave chase to her. The Boxer 
fired several guns, stood tor the Enterprise, and 
hoisted four ensigns. Captain Burrows, having as- 
certained her character, stood out of the bay to 
Kill sea-room ; and, followed by the Boxer, he 
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hauled upon a mnd until three p.m. At tbat hour 
he shortened sail, and in twenty minutes the action 
commenced, within half pistol-shot. At the first 
broadside Captain Blythe waa killed by a cannon- 
shot through his body, and in a moment after- 
warde Captain Burrows fell by a musket-ball. Tiio 
command of the two vessels during the whole en- 
gagement was therefore maintained by the lieute- 
nants. Captain Burrows refused to quit the deck, 
and at four P.M. received the sword of Captain 
Blythe from the hands of Lieutenant McCall, ex- 
pressed his satisfaction at the manner of bis death, 
and expired about eight hours afterwards. The 
colors of the Boxer had been nailed to the mast, 
and her first officer was therefore obliged to hail 
Lieutenant McCall to inform him of her surrender 
before it was known that she was vanquished. She 
was immediately taken possession of and carried 
into Portland, with her masts, sails, and spars cut 
to pieces, and with twenty eighteen-pound shot in 
her hull. The number of her killed and wounded 
could not be ascertained, no papers being on board 
by which the strength of her crew could be known. 
Her officers admitted the loss of 25 killed and 14 
wounded. The rigging of the Enterprise was much 
cut with grape-shot, but her bull was not materially 
damaged. Her loss was one killed and thirteea 
wounded : among the latter, the captain and car- 
penter's mate, mortally. Lieutenant Tilliughast 
and Midshipman Waters, the latter of whom was 
severely wounded, behaved with coolness and deter* 
mination ; and Lieutenant McCall, who succeeded^ 
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Ills gallant captain, sustained the reputation of the 
navy by his conduct throughout the action. 

On their arrival at Portland the bodies of the 
deceased commanders were deposited with the usual 
military ceremonies, and the prisoners were soon 
after removed to the interior. Both vessels were 
repaired with the utmost despatch ; and the Boxer, 
being considered the superior vessel, was ordered by 
the President of the United States to be delivered 
up for the benefit of the captors and bought from 
them into the service. 
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MASSACRE AT FORT MIMMS. 

Early in 1812, Tecumseh, the great Shawne* 

L Warrior and statesman, appeared amoog the Indiana 

I'Of tiie South, attended their councils, and used all 

I hia knowledge of their character and his eloquence 

I to induce them to join the Indian confederacy of the 

I Knrth and itfi British allies. It appears that hia 

KeAortfl were at first unsuccessful. But the successes 

Kof the British in th& North, and the awful aid of 

jWperstition, effected Tecumseh's purpose. Through 

channel of Florida the British supplied the 

Jidians with implements of war and presenta of 

wda highly valued by the red men. 

A large majority of the Creeks — by far the most 

lowerful of the Southern tribes — were induced to 

tegin hostilities against the United States. Murders 

nd robberies were committed, and the criminals 

*re not delivered up on demand. The inhabitants 

' the frontier were filled with alarm and constern. 

The people of the Tensaw district, on the 
Qabama, fled for safety to Fort Mimms. Tills post 
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ffaa garrisoned by 150 volunteers, under command 
of Major Beasly. In the forenoon of the 30th of 
August, 1812, Weatherford, a Creek chief of great 
talents, with about 600 warriors, euiprised the fort, 
mt fire to the buildings it contained, and massacred 
all within it except 17 persons, who contrived to 
escape. Nearly 400 men, women, and children 
were put to death, with circumstances of the utmost 
horror. 

This terrible event spread consternation through 
the neighboring settlements. The inhabitauts fled 
towards the other forts, leaving their dwellings and 
fields to be destroyed or wasted by the savages. 
The spirit of the people of Tennessee and Georgia 
was aroused, and prompt exertions were made to 
punish the perpetrators of the massacre. 




I BATTLES OF TALLUSHATCHES AND 
TALLADEGA. 
Jlle 2d of November, 1813, MajoivGeoenI 
^despatched Brigadier-General Cofiee from 
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the camp at Ten-Islands with 900 men, consisting 
of cavalry and mounted riflemen, on an expedition 
against the Talluehatches towns, where a consider- 
able force of the Creeks was concentrated. Coffee 
arrived within a mile and a half of the town on the 
morning of the 3d, where he divided his force into 
two divisions, and directed them to march so as 
completely to encircle the town, which was effected 
in a masterly manner. When they arrived within 
about half a mile of the town the enemy began to 
prepare for action, which was announced by the 
beating of their drums, mingled with savage yells. 
About an hour after snnrise the action was brought 
on by two companies who had gone within the circle 
of alignment for the purpose of drawing the enemy 
out from their buildings. Ah soon as the two com- 
panies exhibited their front in view of the town and 
gave a few scattering shot, the enemy formed and 
made a violent charge upon them, on which they 
gave way, and were followed by the Indians until 
they reached the main body, who immediately 
opened a geneial fire, and then charged. The In- 
dians now, in their turn, retreated, firing, until they 
got around and in their buildings, when they made 
a most determined resistance, fighting to the very 
last moment, as long as they could stand or sit, not 
one shrinking oi complaining, not one asking for 
quarter. Every warrior in the town was killed, and 
all the women and children were taken prisoners, 
except a few who were unintentionally slain in con- 
Bequence of the men flying to the houses and mix- 
ing with their families, and at the same time refus- 
hg quarter. 
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The number found killed of the enemy was 1S6, 
and a number of othere were killed in the wooda 
who were not fgund, Tlie number of women and 
children taken was 84. Of the Americans five were 
killed nnd 41 woiirtded, tlie greater part slightly, 
none mortally; two of the killed were with arrows, 
which appeared to form a principal part of the arms 
of the Indians on this occasion, every man having a 
bow, with a bundle of arrows, which he used after 
the first fire with his gun, until a leisure time for 
loading otfered. 

Coffee bestows much praise on his men for their 
deliberation and firmness. " Notwithstanding our 
numbers," says he, "were far superior to that of the 
enemy, it was a circumstance to us unknown, and 
jlrom the parade of the enemy we had every reason 
m suppose them our equals in number; but there 
appeared no visible traces of alarm in any. On the 
contrary, all appeared cool and determined; and, 
no doubt, when they face a foe of their own or of 
snperior number, tbey will show the same courage 
as on this occasion." 

The following day General Cofiee returned with 
his detachment to the camp. 

Late on the evening of the 7th a friendly Indian 
arrived at the camp, who brought intelligence that 
the enemy had arrived in great numbers at Talla- 
dega, about thirty miles below the camp, where 160 
men of the friendly Creeks had erected a fort, the~ 
more effectually to resist the efforts of the hostile 
party, and where they were now stationed with 
tb^ wives and children. The messenger repre- 
thiil. unless sjiw.l^)- R'lii'l M.ii'ui I"; ..l>l;ilned 
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from the army, the fort would certainly be taken. 
General Jackson immediately gave orders for taking 
up the line of march, with 1200 infantry and 800 
cavalry and mounted riflemen, leaving behind the 
sick, the wounded, and the baggage, with a suffi- 
cient force for their protection. By twelve o'clock 
that night the army was in motion, and commenced 
crossing the river opposite the encampment, which 
was effected in a few hours, and on the night of 
the 8th the army was encamped within six miles 
of the enemy. At eleven that night a soldier and 
two Indians, who had been sent forward to recon- 
noitre, retunied with the intelligence that the enemy 
were encamped within a quarter of a mile of the 
fort; but they had not been able to approach near 
enough to ascertain either their number or precise 
situation. At midnight the adjutant-general was 
ordered to prepare the line of inarch, and by four 
ll'dock the army was in motion, 

^he infantry marched in three columns; the 

airy and mounted riflemen were in the rear, 
with flankers on each wing. The advance con- 
sisted of a company of artillery with muskets, and 
two companies of riflemen. A company of spies 
marched lour hundred yards in front of the whole, 
to bring on the engagement. Having arrived with- 
in a mile of the enemy at seven o'clock, 250 of the 
cavalry and mounted riflemen were placed in the 
rear of the centre as a corpa de reserve, and the re- 
mainder were ordered to advance on the right and 
left of the infantry, and, after having encircled the 
enemy by uniting the fronts of their columns and 

iping llieir rear connected with the infantry, to 
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iace and press iDwarda towards the centre, bo a 
leave the enemy no poBsihility of escape. The in- 
fantry were ordered to advance by heads of com- 
\n\^». General Hall's brigade occupying the right 

General Roberts's the left. 
About eight o'clock, the advance having arrived 
wilbin eighty yards of the enemy, who were con- 
cealed in a thick shrubbery which covered the 
margin of a rivulet, received from them a heavy 
Biv, which they immediately retamed and then 
charged and dislodged them from their position. 
le advance now fell bock, as they had been pre- 
msly ordered, to the centre. On the approach 
i«if the enemy, three of the militia-companies, having 
piiiTn one fire, commenced a retreat, notwithstand- 
ing the utmost ej^ertions of their officers. To fill 
the vacancy occa^oned by this retreat, Jackson im- 
mediately ordered up a regiment of volunteers ; bat, 
finding the advance of the enemy too rapid to admit 
thttir arrival in time, the reserve was ordered to 
lount and meet them- This order was executed 
great promptitude and gallantr)'; and there- 
ling militia, seeing the spirited stand made by 
reeerve, immediately rallied, and. recovering 
position, poured in upon the enemy a most 
lructi\-e 6re. The engagement now became 
sral; and in fifteen minutes the Indians were 
flying in every direction. On the left they 
'ere met and repulsed by the mounted riflemen; 
"''t on the right it unfortunately happened that too 
^^i a space had been left between the cavalry and 
'"funtry, by which numbers escaped. They were 
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pursued, however, for three miles, to the mountains, 
with great slaughter. 

The force of the enemy was represented by them- 
selves at 1080, of whom 299 were left dead on the 
ground, and a great many were killed in their 
flight. It is believed that very few escaped without 
a wound. The American loss was 15 killed and 
80 wounded. 
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EXPEDITION TO THE HILLIBEE TOWNS 
AND THE TALLAPOOSA RIVER. 

On the llth of November, General Cocke, who 
commanded the other division of the Tennessee 
militia, ordered Brigadier-General White, with a de- 
tachment of mounted infantry and cavalry, to pro- 
ceed from Fort Armstrong, where this division was 
stationed, on an expedition against the Hillibee 
towns of the hostile Creeks, on the Tallapoosa River, 
'his expedition was completely successful. They 
netrated one hundred miles into the enemy's 
iuntry and burned four of their villages, three of 
which they found deserted. Previous to their ar- 
rival at the fourth, they learned that a party of 
the hostile Creeks were assembled there. Having 
hfd the wliole of the night of the 17th, thej 
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Ewunded and completely enrprlsed the town at 
light of the morning of the ISth; and of the 
■whole party, which consisted of 316, not one escaped, 
60 being killed and the remainder made prisoners. 
The detachment now returned to camp, where they 
arrived on the 23dj having lost not one drop of 
blood in this enterprise. The country through 
which they marched was exceedingly rough and 
hilly, and they had to pass several narrow defiles, 
where it was necessary to use the utmost precau- 
tion. The troops and horses, likewise, had to be 
subsisted, in a great degree, on such supplies as 
could be procured in the enemy's country, which 
rendered their march more tardy than it would 
otherwise have been. 

The Georgia militia, though embodied before those 
of Tennessee, were not able, from the want of mili- 
tary supplies, to proceed to active operations till the 
end of November. Brigadier-General Stewart had 
been originally destined for the command, aa the 
eenior brigadier; but, family considerations inducing 
him to decline its acceptance, Brigadier-General 
Floyd was appointed in his room. 

Towards the end of November, Floyd received in- 
formation that numbers of the hostile Indians were 
assembled at Autossee, a town on the southern bank 
of the Tallapoosa River, about twenty miles above 
its junction with the Coosa. He immediately left 
bis camp, which was situated on the west side of 
the Cliattaboochee Kiver, and proceeded against the 
enemy with 950 militia and between 300 and 400 
o f the il'iendly Creeks. On the evening of the 28th 

mr~'" •"■ " 
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of the place of destination, and, having resumed theh 
march about one next morning, at half-paat sis they 
were formed for action in front of the town. Tho 
detachment was formed in two columns, with a rifle 
company on each flank and a company of artillei^ 
in front of the right column. 

It was Floyd's intention to have completely suv 
rounded the enemy by resting the right wing of ha 
force on Canleebee Creek, at the mouth of which h« 
was informed their town stood, and resting his lefl 
on the river-bank below the town; but, to his sup 
prise, as the day dawned, he perceived a second 
town about five hundred yards below that which h* 
waa preparing to attack. The plan, therefore, was 
instantly changed: three companies of infantry on 
the left were wheeled to the left en SchSlon, and ad- 
vanced to the lower town, accompanied by a rifle- 
company and two troops of light dragoons. The 
remainder of the force approached the upper town, 
and the battle soon became general. The Indians 
presented themselves at every point, and fought 
with desperate bravery; but the well-directed fire 
of the artillery and the bayonets of the infantry soon 
forced them to take refuge in the outhouses, thicketai 
and copses in the rear of the town. Many, it was 
supposed, secured themselves in caves previously 
ibrmed for this purpose in the high bluff" of the river, 
which was thickly covered with reeds and brush- 
wood. It was intended that the friendly Indians 
should have crossed the river above the town ant 
been posted on the opposite shore during the actio] 
to fire on such of the enemy as should attempt 
escape, or to keep in check any reinforcements whicl 
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might be attempted to be thrown in from the neigh- 
boring towns. Owing to the difficulty of the ford, 
however, and the coldness of the weather and late- 
ness of the liour, this arrangement failed, and their 
leaders were directed to cross Canieebee Creek and 
occupy that flank, to prevent escapes from the 
Tallissee town. Some time after the action com- 
menced, the friendly Indians thronged in disorder 
in the rear of the militia, when the hostile tribes fell 
on the fianks of the detachment and fought with 
great intrepidity. By nine o'clock, however, the 
enemy was completely driven from the plnins and 
the houses of both towns wrapped in flames. 

It was impossible to determine the strength of the 
enemy; but from the information of some of the 
chiefs, which it is said could be relied on, there were 
assembled at Autossee warriors from eight towns for 
its defence, it being their beloved ground, on which 
they proclaimed no white man could approach with- 
out inevitable destruction. Neither was it possible 
to ascertain their loss; but from the number which 
were lying scattered over the field, together with 
those destroyed in the towns and those slain ou tlie 
bank of the river, whom respectable officers affirmed 
they saw lying in heaps at the water's edge, where 
they had been precipitated by their surviving friends, 
their loss in killed alone must have been at least 
200, among whom were the Autossee and Tallissee 
kings. Tlie number of buildings burned is supposed 
to have been 400 ; some of them were of a superior 
order for the dwellings of savages, and filled with 
valuable articles. The Americans had 11 killed and 
i wounded : ftm6ng the latter was General Floyd. 
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The detnchment being now sixty miles from any 
dep6t of provisions, and their rations pretty nearly 
consumed, as soon as the dead and wounded were 
properly disposed of the place was abandoned, anj 
the troops commenced their march back to the camj) 
on the Chattahoochee : a measure the more necessary 
as they were in the heart of an enemy's country, 
which in a few days could have poured from itg 
numerous towns hosts of warriors- They arrived li 
the camp in safety, having marched 120 miles i 
seven days. 

On the 9 th of December another detachment of 
the Georgia militia, consisting uf about 530 men, 
under the command of General Adams, marched on 
an expedition against the Creek towns on the TaUa* 
pooea Eiver. Notwithstanding the precautions which 
they used to prevent the Indians from hearing of 
their approach, they found the villages deserted, and 
were unable to bring the enemy to action, though 
their yells were repeatedly heard on both sides of 
the river. Having burned two of their villages, 
therefore, the detachment returned to camp. 




FINAL TREATY OF THE CREEKS. 



On the 17th of January, 1814, General Jackson, 
finding hloaself in a condition to commence active 
offenaive operations, niiirched from his encampment 
at Fort Strother with 900 volunteers, who were soon 
afterwards joined by 300 friendly Indians, against an 
assembhige of Creeks at the Great Bend of the 
Tallapoosa. On the evening of the 21st he fell 
upon a large trail whieh indicated the neighborhood 
of a strong force. At eleven o'clock at night his 
spies came in and informed liim that tlieie was a 
lai^e encampment of Indians at ahout three niilea 
distance, who, from their warwhoops and dances, 
appeared to be apprized of his approiich, and would 
Hither commence a nlght-atluck upon hiui or make 
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their eeciipe. Having received this intelligeiije. 
General Juckson put himself in readiness to meet 
an attack or pursue them .as soon as daylight ap- 
peared. 

At six o'clock in the morning a vigorous attack 
was made upon hia left flank, which sustained it 
with bravery : the action continuing to rage at that 
point and on the left of the rear for half an hour. 
As soon as it became light enough to pursue, the 
left wing was reinforced by Captain Ferril'a com- 
pany of infantry and led on to the charge by Gene- 
ral Coffee. The enemy was completely routed at 
every point ; and, the friendly Indians joining in the 
pursuit, they were chased about two miles with 
great slaughter. The chase being over, General 
Coffee was detached to bum their encampment; but, 
flnding it fortilied, he returned to the main body for 
artillery. Half an hour after his return a large 
force appeared and commenced an attack upon the 
right flank. General Coffee was permitted, at hia 
own request, to take 200 men and turn the enemy's 
left; hut, by some mistake, only 54 followed him. 
With these he commenced an attack on their left,; 
200 of the friendly Indians were ordered to fall 
upon the enemy's right and co-operate with the 
general. The CreeKs intended this attack on Jack- 
eon's right as a feint, and, expecting to find his leffc 
weakened, directed their main force against that 
quarter; but General Jackson, perceiving the object 
of the enemy, had directed that flank to remain 
firm in its position, and at the first moment of attack 
they were supported by the reserve under Captain 
rrll. The whole line met the approach of the 
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enemy with riaor, and. afler a few fii-e«, mnde n hold 
sod decisive cbarge. The Creeks fled with preoipitii- 
tion, and were pursued a coii!>idernble dixtance with 
■ itestrocrive fire. In the mean timeGenenil Coffee 
was contending on the right with a superior force; 
llie friendly Indians who hud been ordered to his 
sapport, seeing the enemy routed on the left, quit 
their post and joined in the chase. That being 
over, Jim Fife, with the friendly Indians, was again 
ordered to support General Coffee. As soon aa he 
reached him they made a decisive charge, routed 
the enemy, and pursued bim three miles. Forty- 
five of the enemy's slain were found. General Coffee 
was wounded in the body, and his aid. Colonel 
Donaldson, and three others, slain. The next day 
General Jackson commenced his reluni-march to 
Fort Strother. His men and horses were exhausted, 
and he was not furnished with either provisions or 
forage for a longer slay. The enemy, supposing 
they had defeated the general, hung on hia rear; 
and on the morning of the 24th, as he was on the 
point of crossing Enotachopeo Creek, the front-guard 
having crossed, with part of the flank-columns and 
the wounded, and the artillery just entering the 
water, an attack commenced on the rear. The 
main part of the rear-guard precipitately gave way, 
leaving only 25 men, under Colonel Carrol, who 
maintained their ground as long as possible. There 
then remained on the left of the creek, to meet the 
enemy, the remnant of the rear-guard, the artillery, 
company, and Captain Russell's company of spies. 

£iant Armstrong, of the artillery, immediately 
I them to form and advance to the top of the 
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J bill, while he ai»] a few of his mi-n dragged up 8 
Bix-jKmtider amid a must gulling fire from more than 
ten times their numbers. Arrived at the top, they 
formed and poured in upon their asaailants a fire of 
grape, and at length made a charge and repelled them 
Lieutenant Armstrong, Captains Hamilton, Bradford, 
and MrGuvoci<, fell in this rencontre. By this time 

I a considerable number had rccrossed the creek and 
joined the chase; Captain Gordon, of the spies, 
rushed from the front and partially succeeded in 
turning the enemy's left flank. The Creeks now 
fled in the greatest consternation, throwing oflF their 
packs and every thing that retarded their flight, and 
were pursued for more than two miles. Twenty-six 
of their warriors were left dead on the field. Gene- 
ral Jackson's loss, in the several engagemepta of the 
22d and 24th, was 24 killed and 70 wounded. After 
the battle of the 24th, General Jackson was enabled 
to return to Fort Strother without further molesta- 
tion. 

The Creeks, encouraged by what ihey considered 

« victory over General Jackson's forces in the battles 

the 22d and 24th of January, continued to con-"" 

^ntrate their forces and fortify themselves at the 

Jj-reat Bend of the Tallapoosa. This river forms 

northeastern branch of the Alabama. Severtd 

^^ in tt. * ^^ its junction with the Coosa, is a curve 

^^■tfap ^1 f^^^"" i" the form of a horseshoe, called by 

^^R;^ "*-^*' the Great Bend, and by the Indians 

^^taiiig ^(^ "^''^ peninsula formed by the bend con- 

'eadin„ "■' .'^"^ hundred acres, and the isthmutf 

cf tijg *^ '}• ia about forty rods across; at the bottoirt 

P'^ninsuU is the village of Tohopisca, coa*'' 
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tainin^ about two bundled houses. On tli la peninsula 
the Indians from the adjoining districts had concen- 
trated their forces to Ihe amount of 1000 warriors, 
with ample stores of provisions and ammunition, 
and had fortified themselves with great skill, having 
thrown up a breastwork consisting of eight tiers of 
logs with double portholes across the isthmus, so 
that an assailing enemy might be opposed by a 
double and cross-fire by the garrison, who could lie 
in perfect safety behind their works. 

Considerable reinforcements of volunteers from 
Tennessee, and friendly Indians, having reached 
General Jackson on the 16th of March, he left Fort 
Strother with his whole disposable force, amounting 
to about 3000 of every description, on an expedition 
against this assemblage of Indians. He proceeded 
down the Coosa, about sixty miles, to the mouth of 
Cedar Creek, where he established a post called Fort 
Williams, and proceeded, on the 24th, across the 
ridge of land dividing the waters of the Coosa from 
the Tallapoosa, and arrived at the Great Bend on 
the morning of the 27tb, having the three preceding 
days opened a passage through the wilderness of 
fifty-two miles. On the 26th he passed the battle- 
ground of the 22d of January, and left it three 
miles in his rear. General Coffee was detached, with 
700 cavalry and mounted gun-men and 600 friendly 
Indians, to cross the river below the bend, secure 
the opposite banks, and prevent escape. Having 
crossed at the Little Island Ford, three miles below 
the bend, his Indians were ordered silently to ap- 
|)roach and line the bank of the river, while the 

anted men occupied the adjoining heights, to 
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guard against reinforcements, wbieb might be ex* 
pected from the Oakfusky towns, eight miles below. 
LieLitcnnnt Bean at the same time was ordered to 
occupy Little Island at the fording-place, to secure 
any that might' attempt to escape in that direction. 
In the mean time General Jackson, with the artillery 
and infantry, moved on in slow and regular order to 
the isthmus, and planted his guns on an eminence 
one hundred and fifty yards in front of the breasts 
work. On perceiving that General CofiFee had com- 
pleted bis arrangements below, be opened a fire 
upon the fortification, but found he could make no 
other impression with bis artillery than boring shot- 
holea through the logs. General Coft'ee's Indians on 
the bank, hearing the roaring of the cannon in front 
and observing considerable confusion on the peninsula, 
supposing the battle to be nearly won, crossed over 
and set fire to the village and attacked the Creeks 
in the rear. At this moment General Jackson 
ordered an assault upon the works in front. The 
regular troops, led by Colonel Williams, accompanied 
by a part of the militia of General Dougherty's 
brigade, led on by Colonel Kussell, presently got 
possession of a part of the works, amid a tremendous 
fire from behind them. The advance-guard was led 
by Colonel Sisler, and the left extremity of the line 
by Captain Gordon, of the spies, and Captain McMarry, , 
of General Johnson's brigade of West Tennessee 
militia. The battle for a short time was obstinate, 
and fought musket^to-musket through the porfc. 
holes, when the assailants succeeded in getting poa-i 
session of the opposite side of the works, and the 
contest ended. The Creeks were entirely routed, 
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and the whole margin of the river strewed with the 
slain. The troopB under General Jackson, and 
General CofiFec's Indians, continued (he work of 
destruction as long as there was a Creek to be 
found. General CoiFee, on seeing hia Indians cross- 
ing over, had ordered their places to be supplied on 
the bank by his riflemen ; and every Indian that 
attempted to escape by swimming the river or 
crossing the Little Island below was met and slain 
by General CoflFee's troops. The battle, as long as 
any appearance of resistance remained, lasted five 
hours; the slaughter continued until dark, and was 
renewed the next morning, when 16 more of the 
unfortunate savages were hunted out of their hiding- 
places and slain. Five hundred and fifty-seven 
warriors were found dead on the peninsula, among 
whom was their famous prophet Manahell, and two 
others, the principal instigators of the war; 250 
more were .estimated to have been killed in crossing 
the river, and a,t other places, which were not found. 
General Jackson's loss was 26 white men and 23 
Indians killed, and 107 white men and 47 Indians 
wounded. 

This was a decisive stroke. The power of the 
Creeks was crushed forever, and the miserable 
remnant of the hostile party, under their bold, 
eloquent, and indomitable chief, Weatherford, wan- 
dered about the country, hunted like wild beasts. 
Soon after the victory, General Jackson retired to 
the Hickory Ground, at which place terms of peace 
were settled, Weatherford, by his dignified conduct, 
securing an unexpected degree of favor for hie 
people. 




BATTLE OF CHIPPEWA. 

Feom this period until the comnjencemeiit of July, 
1814, the hostile armies lay comparatively inactive 
Soon after his arrival at Sackett's Harbor from 
Prench Mills, General Brown put his troops 
motion for the Niagara frontier; but, alter proceed 
ing some distance, he returned to the former post 
At this place he remained, assiduously employed h 
dieciplining and organizing hia troops, until he re 
ceived orders fi-om the government to assemble i 
division of the army at Black Rock and Buffalo 
with a view to the recovery of Fort Niagara, whi(J 
Btill remained in the hands of the enemy, and to t* 
capture of the British posts in the peninsula. Hi 
force, which consisted uf between 3000 and 400 
men, was composed of two brigades of regulars, will 
artillery, the first brigade commanded by Brij^udlei 
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General Scott, and the second hy Brigadier-General 
Ripley, togeflier with a hody or volunteers from 
New York and Pennsylvania, under General Porter. 
The commander-in-chief, General Brown, had re- 
€»ntly been promoted to the rank of major-general. 
With this array, therefore, the best-appointed, per- 
bapB, and most efficient of any that had been yet 
assembled, was the last campaign of the war on this 
frontier commenced. 

The first attack made by this force was on the 
British fort of Erie, opposite to Black Rock. On 
the 2d of July, at midnight, the whole army em- 
barked in boats from the latter place, and the nest 
morning landed on the enemy's shore. Prepara- 
tions were immediately made for the assault of the 
fort; but it surrendered before the artillery could 
be planted against it. The garrison, to the num- 
ber of 137, were made prisoners of war. 

The British troops in the vicinity were at this 

period encamped in a strong position at Chippewa, 

and were supposed to amount to about 3000 men, 

who were commanded by Major-General Riall. To 

the attack of this place General Brown moved his 

army on the succeeding day, leaving behind hira a 

bmall garrison in Fort Erie, and encamped in the 

evening in a favorable position, within two miles of 

the enemy's works. On the morning of the 5th 

the American pickets were repeatedly attacked by 

JMirties of the enemy; and General Porter was de- 

^>atched in the afternoon to gain the rear of these 

^ikirmishera, and, by cutting them off, bring 

■^*Ogagement of the main body. General Riall, about 

^^Bb same time, moved out of his works with 
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P whole force, and eopn fell in with Gi'neral Porttr'a 
■ command. Perceiving this movement, General 
Brown ordered the first brig.ide and Towson's artil- 
lery to advance and engage the enemy on the plains 
of Chippewa : and in a few minutes a warm action 
commenced. 

The left of the American position was occupied 

Pby General Porter's brigade of volunteers, who, un- 
able to withstand the fire of the British regulars, 
gave way, and exposed that flank of General Scott's 
brigade. To prevent the enemy from assailing it, 
General Brown now ordered up the brigade of Gene- 
ral Ripley, with directions to skirt the wood on the 
left and endeavor to gain the rear of the British 
right. After a most severe and arduous conflict, 
Major Jessup, who commanded a battalion on the 
left flank, succeeded in gaining a position, from 
whence he opened so galling a fire as to cause the 
enemy's right to fall back. In the mean time the 
brigade of General Scott had continued to advance 
against the powerful resistance of the enemy, who 
now, finding his efibrts repulsed at every point, grar 
dually retired, until he reached the sloping ground 
in the vicinity of Chippewa, where, being hard 
pressed by the victors, his retreat was clianged into 
a rapid and disorderly flight. The advance of the 

I Americans was, however, checked by the batteries 
at Chippewa, behind which the British troops had 
rallied. General Brown now ordered up the artil- 
lery, with a view of forcing the works; but, finding 
the day to be nearly speut and the batteries of the 
enemy strongly fortified^ he drew oS his forces and 
retired to the camp. 
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In proportion to the numbers engaged, the loss oi 
men in this action was unusually great. The official 
report of General Brown stated the killed, wounded, 
and misHtng of the American army to amount to 
328. That of the British troops appears, from the 
statement of General Drummond, to have amounted 
to 133 killed, 320 wounded, and 46 prisoners, among 
whom were.jjiany officers of rank. Few of the 
American officers were wounded, and not one killed, 
although their conduct was such as to call forth the 
highest encomiums of their commander. Generals 
Scott and Ripley, and Majors Jessup, Leavenworth, 
and McNeill, and many others, were specially noticed, 
in the official report, in terms of high praise. 




HAiii.h..-^ Ui- HKirXJEWATER AND 
NIAGARA. 

On the 25th of July, 1814, Genera! Brown was 

Unffirmt'd that the British armj had moved to 

QiK'cnxtuwn in considorable force, aiid was landing 

i parly at Lewislown for the purpose of attacking 

lie town of Sclilosser and capturing the stores of 

hU army. With the expectation of drawing him 

T from this attempt, General Scott was despatched 

; the road lo Queenstown, with his own hrigade, 

[TowBon'a artillery, and the dragoons. At four m 

)dic afU-rnoun this detachment moved from the 

Mirap, and, having proceeded about two miles, dis- 

wvert'd the enemy ported on an eminence of coD- 

tederuble «trength at a place called Bridgewater, 

paving the Queenstown Road in their front, the 

wltion being defended by a formidable battery of 
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nine pieces of artillery. Between this post and 
General Scott's advance was Ji narrow strip ol' wood. 
He immediately determined to attack the enemy, 
and, after despatching an express to camp for a 
reinforcement, formed his small party in a plain in 
front of the British position. The artillery, under 
Captain Towson, opened a cannonade, which waa 
returned by the enemy's batteries with great effect; 
and an action commenced and was supported more 
than an hour, by the first brigade, agninst greatly- 
superior numbers. The 11th and 22d regiments, 
having expended their ammunition, fell back, both 
of their commanding and most of the inferior 
officers being wounded. The brunt of the engage- 
ment then fell on the 9th, commanded by Colonel 
Leavenworth, which suffered severely from the 
enemy's fire. In the mean time the 25th regiment, 
under Major Jessup, which had been placed on the 
right of the American line, finding the road which 
led to the rear of the enemy's left unoccupied, 
moved along it, and threw itself on the rear with 
Buch signal success as to capture General Eiall and 
many other officers and to cause the flight of a great 
part of their line. The enemy's batteries, however, 
still continued a heavy fire, before which the ranks 
of General Scott's brigade were rapidly thinning; 
and, reduced as it was in numbers, it was evident 
that it could not withstand the assault of a fresh 
body of troops which the British commander, 
ignorant of the small amount of troops opposed to 
him, had ordered up. In this critical situation of 
afiairs, day being now spent and its light partially 
supplied by the moon, the secoud brigade, mider 
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General Ripley, arrived in time to retrieve thr 
fortune of the day. Hearing, while at the camp, 
the fire of musketry and cannon, it was immediately 
put in motion, and received orders from General 
Brown to advance to the support of the first 
brigade, to whicli it immediately hastened. The 
order was rapidly complied with; and, when the 
troops arrived on the field, General Ripley waa 
directed by General Brown to form on the right of 
the first brigade. Perceiving the exhausted state 
of that body and the nature of the enemy's position, 
General Ripley determined to depart from hia 
orders, a literal compliance with which would, in 
all probability, have placed hia brigade in the same 
dangerous situation with that of General Scott. He 
saw that the position of the enemy's artillery oa, 
the eminence was the great source of annoyance to 
the American army, and unless that should be 
carried their defeat might be considered as certain. 
He determined, therefore, to place his own brigade 
between that of General Scott and the enemy's 
battery and endeavor to get possession of the latter. 
Forming, therefore, the two regiments of which Ins 
brigade was composed in the intended situation, be 
directed Colonel Miller to lead the 21st regiment 
immediately up to the cannon, while he himself, at 
the head of the 23d, moved to the attack of the 
infantry on the left. This order was executed by 
the 21st with a degree of gallantry never exceeded 
in any previous combat, and which shed the bigbes*' 
glory upon that regiment and its gallant commander* 
In a few momenta the enemy's cannon were in hia 
ission; and such was the valor of the assait 
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Its and the reaolution of the enemy that the 
;illery-inen were bayoneted while in the act oi 
firing their pieces. Exactly at the same moment 
General Ripley, with the 23d regiment, which had 
at first faltered before the destructive fire of the 
enemy, attacked the infantry and drove them from 
the crest of the eminence. The enemy's position 
was thus gained, after a most sanguinary contest; 
and the line of the second brigade formed in front 
of the captured cannon, with the 1st regiment and 
General Porter's volunteers on the left and the 25th 
regiment on the right, the American artillery being 
between that regiment and the 23d, 

Mortified by his expulsion from the eminence, and 
having received an accession of fresh troops, the 
enemy now brought up his whole force and made a 
resolute and determined attempt to recover his posi- 
tion. He was received with equal gallantry by the 
second brigade, and, after a close contest of bayonets, 
was driven down the hill. The attack was renewed 
a second time with no better success; and at last, 
about midnight, a third and final attempt was made, 
which was not defeated until after great loss on both 
Bides. The firing then ceased in every direction, 
the British troops having been withdrawn, leaving 
their opponents in possession of the field. The 
bngade of General Scott had, while this contest 
was continued, been reformed, and, passing through 
an opening of General Ripley's line, made an un- 
successful charge upon the enemy's right flank j and 
afterwards, participating in the conflict, it took post 

S'ic left, 
this severe engagement Generals Brown and 
: 
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Scott were both wounded and compelled to leave 
the field. The command therefore devolved upon 
General Ripley, who, with this information, received 
directions from General Brown to collect the wounded 
and return to camp. Unfortunately, no means were 
at hand for the removal of the captured artillery. 
Most of the horses had been killed, and the troops 
were so much eshuueted as te render the removal 
of the cannon by hand impracticable. They were, 
therefore, reluctantly left on the ground, having 
been previously spiked and otherwise injured. The 
wounded being collected and the shattered remains 1 
of the army consolidated, the line of march waa 
taken up in good order for the camp. The loss of 
men was remarkably equal in number on both 
sides; but, from the inferior numerical force of the 
Americans, it fell more severely on them. 

or the British 84 were killed, of whom 5 were 
officers, 559 wounded, including Generals Drum- 
mond and Riall and .39 other officers, and 234 
missing and prisoners; in all, 878. Of the Ame-. 
ricans SGO were killed, wounded, or missing. 





tThe capture of Majur-Geiieral Eiall and m.liiy 
tier of tile enemy's officers was owing to the euter- 
prise and skill of Major Jessup, — one of the moat 
gallant and accomplished of soldiers, whose humanity 
was as strongly displayed on this occasion as his 
valor. To the judgment of General Eipley and the 
unsurpassed steadiness of his brigade, particularly 
of the 21st regiment, under Colonel Miller, the final 
success of the day seems to have been greatly owing ; 
and the storming of the heights of Bridgewater will 
long be remembered among the most gallant achieve- 
ments in the American annals. 

The remains of the army having been marched 

back to the camp, General Ripley received directions 

fruin Gt-ncral Brown to refresh the troops and return 

[' the field of battle in the morning, there to be 

n 
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governed by circumstances, Accordingly, at dawn 
on the succeeding day the troops were put in motion 
fur that purpose ; but General Ripley, having asceiv 
taincd that the enemy was strongly posted in front 
and liis line nearly double that of the Americans, 
his own force being leduced to 1600 men, resolved 
to disobey his instructions Eind avoid a contest with 
an enemy of such superior force. He therefore 
broke up his camp at Chippewa, and, destroying the 
bridges in his rear, retreated to Fort Erie, and 
immediately proceeded to strengthen and extend il 
defences. 

This wise and judicious retreat, which was severely 
censured at the time, probably saved the remains 
of this gallant army from enlire destruction. The 
enemy, to the number of about 5000 men, soon 
afterwards followed hia footsteps and appeared before 
Fort Erie, to which they began to lay a regular 
siege. In the mean time, by the indefatigable ex- 
ertions of the American troops, the fort was put in. 
a better state of defence, although still imperfect. 
The main camp of the enemy was distant about two. 
miles from the American fortifications, around which 
they now commenced a double line of intrench- 
ments, supported by block-houses. 

On the 5th of August — the day after the com* 
□lencemeiit of the siege — General Gaines arrived 
from Sackett's Harbor, and, being the senior oflBcer, 
took the command. From this day to the 14th 
nothing material occurred, the enemy being em- 
ployed in cannonading the American batteries and 
drawing closer their hues of circumvallation. A^ 
length, on tfae evening of that day, an unuaui ' 
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df^ree of activity being observed in the Brm 

Cftmp. it was conjectured that an assault would be 

^nttempted; and preparations were therefore made 

^b receive it. At two in the morning of the 16th 

^^ne British tnmps moved from their intrenchmenta 

in three columns. — the right under Colonel Fischer, 

the centre and left under Colonels Drummond and 

Scott. The approach of the right column was soon 

pen-eived ou the Americnn left, which was defended 

b^' the 21gt regiment and Towson's artillery, be- 

ween wliom and the enemy only a line of loose 

ish intervened. The column was pennitted to 

proach within a short distance, when so destruc- 

i tire was opened upon it that it fell back in 

©ftision. The attempt was four times renewed, 

^th no greater success ; and the enemy at last 

broke and Bed to the encampment. 

Id the mean time the left and centre columns 
I advanced at the same moment to the assault. 
) former were received by the 9th regiment, the 
killery of Captain Douglass, and two companies of 
limteers, of New York and Pennsylvania, and 
Mted after the first fire. The eiTorts of the 
a column, however, were more steady and suc- 
bTuI. Being co^i?!^ iu a great measure by a 
I, they suddenly emerged, and, placing scaling- 
9 to the wait, ascended the parapet, and, after 
■uinary struggle, in which they were twice 
Mlaed, succeeded Tur a short time in establishuy 
»I\*es in the beistion. At this moment an 
Bkifiiou took pluce under the platform which de- 
. great numbers of both armies and caused 
■udden and confused flight of the enemy, whose 
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numbers were thinned in their retreat by the Ame- 
rican artillery. 

In tliis sanguinary and protracted contest, which 
continued until after daylight, the British troops 
suffered very severely. According to the ofBcial 
report of their commander, 57 were killed, including 
Colonels Scott and Drummond, the leaders of the 
left and centre columns, 319 wounded, and 539 
missing, of whom about 200 were taken prisoners. 
The American loss amounted to but 84 in killed, 
wounded, and missing. Among the killed, however, 
were Captain Williams and Lieutenant McDonough 
of the artillery, both officers of great promise. 

After this repulse the British troops lay com- 
paratively inactive for a considerable period. A 
cannonading was, indeed, kept up on both sides, 
without material consequences. By the bursting 
of a shell General Gaines received a wound that 
obliged him to retire from the command, which then 
devolved on General Ripley, and was retained by 
him until the 2d of September, when General Brown, 
having recovered from his wounds, resumed it. 

The batteries of the enemy began now to appear 
every day more formidable; fresh troops were con- 
stantly arriving; and every thing indicated an 
unfavorable destiny for the garrison of Fort Erie. 
Considerable anxiety was consequently excited in 
the public mind for the fate of these brave men. 
Keinfbrcemenfs were, however, on the march from 
Plattsburg, which was itself menaced by Sir George 
Prevost. The fire from the batteries continuing to 
be very severe, General Brown resolved upon a 
lie for the purpose of effecting iheir destruction. 



MOrti 




The British force consisted of three brigadcB of 
about 1500 men eacli, one of which was alternately 
stationed at the batteries, while the other two 
remained at the camp, two miles distant. The 
object proposed in the sortie was the destruction of 
the cannon and the defeat or capture of the brigade 
on duty before the arrival of the reserve. The 
17th of September was fixed upon for thia enter- 
prise. At noon of that day the troops moved out 
of the fort, in two dlviBions. The lel^, commanded 
by General Porter, and consisting of tbe rifiemen 
and Indians under C'ulunel Gibson, and two columns, 
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^Hnie under General Davis, the otlier under Colonel 
^^VFood, proceeded, by a road nearly opened tiirough 
the forest, to tlie enemy's right. The right division, 
under General Miller, waa stationed in the ravine, 
between the fort and the hostile lines, with direc- 
tions not to advance until General Porter should 
have reached the enemy's flank. 

The left division advanced with so much celerity 
that the enemy were completely surprised. A 
severe conflict, however, ensued, which in thirty 
minutes ended in the capture of the batteries and 
garrison, with the loss of Colonels Gibson and Wood, 
both of whom fell, gallantly figliting, at the head of 
their columns. The noise of the firing reaching 
the division of General Miller, he immediately 
moved forward, and succeeded, after a close and 
desperate contest, in carrying the batteries opposed 
to him, and took possession of their block-houses. 
He was now joined by General Eipley, who took 
the command; and, the remaining battery having 
been captured, the troops were employed in destroy- 
ing the enemy's works and spiking his cannon. 
At this moment General Eipley received a severe 
Wound, and the command devolved upon General 
Miller. The object of the sortie being accomplished, 
tlib whole body returned to the fort, bringing with 
xliem 380 prisoners, and having destroyed the fruits 
of forty-eeven days' labor. 

Proiti the spirited resistance of the enemy, the 
loss sustained by the assailants was, as may be sup- 
posed, severe. Of killed the number amounted to 
(9, among whom was General Davis, of the New 
York militia; 232 were wounded, and 216 missing. 
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The official report of the British commander aclc 
ledged a loss of 009 men, 115 of whom were killed, 
178 wounded, and 316 prisoners. The enemy 
claimed a victory; but their retreat, which took 
[ilitce a few days afterwards, palpably contradicted 
this pretension. 

The reinforcements from Plattsburg, amounting 
to nearly 5000 men, which had taken a circuitous 
route and were delayed a considerable time, arrived 
on the 9th of October at Fort Erie, and the com- 
mand of the whole force then devolved upon Major- 
General Izard. The enemy having fallen back 
behind the Chippewa, that officer moved from Fort 
Erie on the 14th, with the design of bringing him 
to action. On the 18th General Bissell waa de- 
spatched with about 900 men to destroy the enemy's 
etorea at Lyon's Creek, which service he executed 
after a sharp contest with a detachment from the 
enemy's army of about 1200 men under the Mar- 
quis of Tweedale, which he succeeded in repulsing. 
The army of General Izard had, in the mean time, 
advanced towards Chippewa, where it found the 
enemy strongly posted in an intrenched camp, from 
which various attempts were made to entice hira, 
without success. The season being now far ad- 
vanced, it was determined to withdraw the army to 
the American shore. Fort Erie being therefore 
destroyed. General Izard evacuated the Canadian 
territory, and distributed his troops at the posts of 
Buffalo, Black Eoclt, and Batavia: and thus termi- 
nated the thirdmnd last invasion of the ] 
by the American forces. 
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A.TTLES OF PLATTSBURG AND LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN. 

I the mean time, events occurred in other quar- 
ters of the Union no less honorable to the Ameri- 
can arms. Sir George Prevost, Governor-General of 
Canada, having collected all his disposable force for 
an invasion of the Union as far aa Crown Point, 
entered the country on the lat of the month and 
occupied the village of Champlain. There he issued 
proclamationa tenduig to dissuade the people from 
their allegiance, and inviting them to furnish the 
army with provisions for their further progress. 
General Macomb was then at Plattsburg, with 
about 2000 American troops, many of whom were 
militia. He made able dispositions of his small force, 
and prepared lor a determined resistance to the pro- 
gress of Prevost. Simultaneously with their operar 
tions on land, the enemy prepared their fleet foi 
■ac tion on Lake Champlain, 

American fleet, under Commodore McDo- 
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tiough, lay at anchor in Burlington Bay, on th« 
right flank of the American lines, and two niileBi 
distant. Great exertions had been made by both 
parties tn produce a superior naval ibrce on this 
lake, — the Americans at Otter Creek, and the British. 
at the Isle aux Noix. On comparing their relative 
strength on the 11th of September, the American 
fleet consisted of the Saratoga, flag-ship, mountinj 
26 guns; Eagle, 20 guns; Ticonderoga, 17 guns^j 



1S£ 




Preble, 7 guns; six galleys of two guns each, 12 
guns ; four of one, 4 guna : making in the whole 
guns and 820 men. The British fleet consisted of 
the frigate Confiance, flag-ship, mounting 39 guns; 
Linnet, 16 guns; Cherub, 11 guns; Finch, 11 guns;, 
five galleys of two guns each, 10 guns ; eight of one^ 
; making in the wliulc 95 guns and 1020 men. 
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The British-land forces employed themselves from 
the 7th to the 11th in bringing up their heavy artil- 
lery and strengthening their works on the north bank 
of the Saranae. Their fortified encampment was on 
a ridge a little to the west of the town, their right 
near the river, and their left resting on the lake, one 
mile in the rear of the village. Having determined 
on a simultaneous attack by land and water, they 
lay in this position on the morning of the 11th, 
waiting the approach of their fleet. At eight o'clock 
the wished-for ships appeared under easy sail, mov- 
ing round Cumberland Head, and were hailed with 
joyous aficlamatione. At nine o'clock they anchored 
within three hundred yards of the American squa- 
dron, in line of battle, — the Confiance opposed to the 
Saratoga, the Linnet to the Eagle, thirteen British 
galleys to the Ticonderoga, Prehle, and a division of 
the American galleys, the Cherub assisting the Con- 
fiance and Linnet and the Finch aiding the galleys. 
In this position, the weather being perfectly clear 
and calm and the hay smooth, the whole force on 
both sides hecame at once engaged. About an hour 
and a half after the commencement of the action the 
starboard guna of the Saratoga were nearly all dis- 
mantled. The commandant ordered a stern-anchor 
to be dropped and the lower cable cut, by means of 
which the ship rounded to and presented a fresh 
broadside to her enemy. The Confiance attempted 
the same operation and failed. This was attended 
with such powerlul efllects that she was obliged to 
surrender in a lew minutes. The whole broadside 
of the Saratoga was then brought to bear on the 

aet, and in fifteen minutes she ibllowed the ex- 
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ample of her fing-aliip. One of the British sloops 
struck to the Pliigle ; three gallejs were sunk, and 
the rest made off. No ship in the Heet being able toi 
follow them, they escaped down the lake. There 
WftB no raast standing in either squadron at the close 
of the action to which a sail could he attached, Tha 
Saratoga received 6fty-five round-shot in her hull 
and the Cnnfiance one hundred add five. The actioa 
lasted without any cessation, on a smot)th sea 
close quarters, two hours and twenty minutes. In 
the American squadron 52 were killed and 58; 
wounded. In the British, 84 were killed and lift 

unded. Among the slain was the British com- 
mandant, Commodore Downie, This engagement 
was in full view of both armies and of numerous, 
epectatora collected on the heights bordering on the 
bay to witness the scene. It was viewed by the in- 
habitants with trembling anxiety, as success on the 
part of the British would have opened to them an 
easy passage into the heart of the country and ex- 
posed a numerous population on the borders of the 
lake to Britisli ravages. When the flag of the Cons 
fiance was struck, the shores resounded with the 
acclamations of the American troops and citizens, 
The British, when they saw tlieir fleet completely 
conquered, were dispirited and confounded. 

At the moment of the commencement of the naval 
action, the British, from their works on shore, opened 
a heavy tire of shot, shells, and rockets, upon thq 
American lines. This was continued with little in- 
terruption until sunset, and returned with spirit and 
effect. At six o'clock the firing on the part of the 
British ceased, tivLiy battery having been silenced 




bv the American artillery. At the commencement 
of the bombardment, and while the ships were en- 
gaged, three desperate efforts were made by the 
British to pass the Saranac, for the purpose of carry- 
ing the American lines by assault. With this view, 
scaling-ladders, fascines, and every implement nece»- 
flury for the purpose, were prepared. One attempt 
waa made to cross at the village-bridge, one at the 
upper bridge, and one at the ford-way, three miles 
above the works. At each point they were met at 
the bank by the American troops and repulsed. At 
Ihe bridges the American regulars immediately drove 
them back, The ford was guarded by the volun- 



1270 



BATTLE-FIELDS AND 



!„..„ .._.. 

^KBrititih effected a pas»Age, and the militia retired 
iuto tlie iieigliboriiig woods, where their operationa 
would Se more effectual. A wbole company nf the 
76th regiment was here destroyed, three lieutenants 
Kuid 27 men taken, and the cjiplain and the reel of 
■ the company kilted. The residue of the British were 
ubliged to recroes the river with precipitation and 
f Soiisiderahle loss. 

At dusk the British withdrew their cannon from 
ifae baltericB ; at nine o'clock sent off all the artillery 
■•ltd hftggiige for which they could procure transports : 
■and at two the following nioniing the whole army 
precipitately retreated, leaving their sick and wound- 
ed behind. Great quantities ot provisions, tents, 
intrenching-toolis, and ammunition, were also left. 
Much was found concealed in the ponds and creeks 
and buried iu the ground. Their retreat was so 
sudden, rapid, and unexpected, that they arrived at 
pfaazy, a distance of eight miles, belbre their de- 
rture was known to the American general. The 
lit ti\>o[» and militia were immediately ordered 
bt iu pursuit, but were unable to make many pri- 
Upwanls of SOO deserters came in within 
I or thive days al\er the action^ who confirmed 
I •ccoimt of Prevost'a precipitate flight, and as- 
in di»»vering the property they had con- 
1 and ieA behind. The American loss on hmd 
king the day was o7 killed and S2 wounded and 
mg. General Macomb's official report estimates 
i British lo^ in laud and naval forces since their 
^Ving Montreal, in killed, wounded, prisudeis, de- 
, and niisMng, at 2500. 
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The British array engaged in this expedition con- 
eisted of 14,000 men. The precipitate retreat of so 
numerous and well-appointed an army from before a 
ibrce of 1500 regulars and 3000 militia, suddenly 
called together, was unaccountable and wholly un- 
expected. General Prevoat endeavored to justity 
himself to his government by imputing it to the loss 
if the fleet. But no active co-operation was or could 
expected froin their respective fleets by either 
ly. The real ground was that the valor of the 
American troops in defence of their soil had con- 
vinced the British general that an attempt to pene- 
trate the country and carry his original plana into 
Ueffect would be attended with defeat and disgrace. 







I BATTLE OF BLADENSBURG AND CAP- 
TURE OF THE CAPITAL. 



arir 



In the Chesnpeake great devastation was com- 
itted, in revenge, as was stated, for outrages upon 
'^he Canadians. Early in ttie year the General Go- 
vernment had rtcoived inlbrmation that a powerful 
armament was preparing to make a descent npon 
16 country in the vicinity of the Chesapeake; and 
lasurea for defence were taken. -General Winder 
as placed in coinmand of the land-forces called 
into the field for the defence of Washington, and 
Commodore Barney in command of a flotilla of gim- 
hoats in the bay. 

In August the British :ficet, under Admiral Coch- 
,£aae, conveying a large array, under Major-General 
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KoBS, arrived at the mouth of the Potomac. By 
great exertions General Winder wiis enabled to 
collect at Bladensburg about 5000 men, 350 of 
whom were regalara, and several hundred marines 
and seamen from Commodore Barney's flotilla. The 
British troops were landed, and about noon on the 
29th of August reached Bladensburg. An obstinate 
contest ensuedj in which the British suffered a severe 
loss but compelled the Americans fo give way. 

As the militia retired, the British regulars ad- 
vanced upon the main road, and, coming Iniinediately 
in front of Commodore Barney's flotilla, he opened 
an eigh teen-pounder upon them, which cleared the 
road, and for a time disordered their column and re- 
tarded their approach. Two other attempts made 
by the enemy to pass the battery were also repulsed, 
and General Eoss marched a division of his troops 
into an open field with a determination to flank the 
commodorea right. This attempt also was frustrated 
by Captain Miller, of the marines, with three twelve- 
poundersj and the men of the flotilla acting as in- 
fantry. After being thus kept in check about half 
an hour, General Boss began to outflank the right 
of the battery in large numbers, and pushed about 
300 men upon General Smith's brigade, which, after 
exchanging a shot or two, fled as precipitately as the 
brigade of General Stansbiiry, In the panic pro- 
duced by this disorderly retreat the drivers of the 
ammunition- wagons fled also, and Counnodore Bar- 
ney's timail command was left to contend against the 
whole lurce of the enemy with lews than one com- 
plete round of cartridge. To add to the general mia- 
^^^une and to inci'ease the difliculties even of retiiv 

i_ „ '■ 
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ing with credit, he had received a severe wound iu his 
I tliigli, and hia borne hiid been killed under him ; two 
r of hia principal officei^ were killed and Captain Miller- 
[■ and Sailiug-maater Martin wounded. The places of 




jtLese could be promptly supplied from the men act- J 
ping as infantry; butthe means of repulsing the'l 
Eenemy were expended, and the British infantry and] 
I inarine» were by tliia time completely in the rear of I 
[the battery. Tims situated, the commodore gavel 
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oirlers for a retreat, and, aft^r teiiig carried a sliorl dis- 
tance from the ncene of his gallnntrv. he fell exiiausted 
by the loss of blood, find was soon after mude prisoner 
by General Rosa and Admiral Cockhurn, who put 
him on his parole, and, having first removed him to 
their hospital at Bladeiisburg, ordered the immediate 
attendance of their snrgeona to dress his wound. 

Having thus obtained posBefision of the puss of the 
bridge over the enstern branch of the Potomac, the 
enemy marched directly upon the capital, and im- 
mediately proceeded to the destruction of all the 
spacious and splendid edlBces by which it was 
adorned. The Senate-huuKe, the Representative- 
hall, the Supreme Court room, the President'B house, 
with all its exterior and interior decorations, and 
the boildings containing the public Departments, 
were very soon demolished, and several private 
houses burned to the ground. The plunder of in- 
dividual property was prohibited, however, and 
soldiers transgressing the order were severely pu- 
iiitilied. The principal vengeance of Admiral Cock- 
bum — on whom, if the safety of the citizens' dwell- 
. ingB had alone depended, if he is to be judged by 
Ilia former conduct, they would have rested on a 
slender guarantee — was directed against the printing- 
office of the editor of a newspaper, from whose press 
had been issued frequent accounts of the admiral's 
depredations along the coast. 

Tbe navy-yard, as well as a new first-rate frigate 
iidJ a sloop-ol-war, were destroyed by order of Go- 
vernment upon the approach of the enemy, to pre- 
vent the immense public stores, munitions, and 
ariuaiueuts deposited there from falling, into his 
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hands. The Patent-office alone, in which were col- 



lected the rarest specimens of the arts of the uountry, 
escaped the insatiate vengeance of a foe whose de- 
stroying arm was directed against the most superb 
monuments of architectural skill and public munifi- 
cence. The public documents and official records, 
the flags and various other trophies of the repeated 
triumphs of the American arms, and the specie from 
all the banks in the district, had previously been 
placed beyond the reach of the invaders, and they 
returned from an irruption which excited the in- 
dignation of all parties in the Union and drew 
forth the deprecations of the principal nations in 
Europe. 

The President and the heads of Departments, all 
of whom had visited the rendezvous of the troops at 
Bladensburg the day before the battle, finding that 
the force which had been hastily assembled did not 
amount to the number called for by the requisitions 
upon the adjacent States, returned to the metropolis 
to make arrangements for the augmentation of Gene- 
ral Winder's army. This duty, which in times of less 
danger required the exercise of great energy, could 
not be performed before the enemy had encountered 
and defeated the corps already collected. The cap- 
ture of these officers would have caused at least a 
temporary derangement of the Government, and, in 
order that its functions might be resumed imme- 
diately after the departure of the enemy, they retired 
from the metropolis upon his approach. General 
Winder bad also withdrawn with the remnant of hia 
force to Montgomery Court-house j the citizens were 
" (capable of ojiposing the hostile operations of the 



I 

i 



NAVAL EXPLOITS. 277 

British commaiiderH ; ami the capital wn« tlierefore 
entirely at their mercy. 

Tliat division of the enemy's fleet which ascended 
the Potomac, consisting of eight sail, upon which were 
mounted 173 guns, and commanded by Captain Gor- 
don, was directed to attack the city of Alexandria. 
As they approached up the river, the commander of 
Fort "Warburton, Captain Dyson, destroyed that post 
and retired with his artillerists, and the British squad- 
ron passed up to the city without annoyance or im- 
pediment. The people of Alexandria surrendered 
their town and obtained a stipulation, on the 29th 
of August, from the British commander that their 
dwellings should not be entered or destroyed. The 
condition upon which this stipulation was made re- 
quired the immediate delivery to the enemy of all 
public and private naval and ordnance stores; of all 
the shipping and the furniture necessary to their 
equipment then in port; of all the merchandise of 
every description, whether in the town or removed 
from it since the 19th of the month ; that such mer- 
chandise should be put on board the shipping at the 
expense of the owners ; and that all vessels which 
might have been sunk upon tlie approach of the 
enemy should be raised by the merchants and de- 
livered up, with all their apparatus. These hard and 
ungenerous conditions were comphed with ; and, on 
the 6th of September, Captain Gordon moved off with 
fleet of prize-vessels, which, as well as his frigates 
and other vessels of war, contained cargoes of booty. 
In descending the river he was warmly opposed, and 
received considerable damage from two batteries, at 
the White House and at Indian Head, under the 
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tespective comniaiida of Captains Porter and Perry, 
ii^the navy, the forraer assisted by General Hunger- 
ford's brigade of Virginia militia infantry and Cap- 
in Humphrey's company of riflemen, from Jeffer- 
Bon county, and the latter by the brigade of General 
Stewart and the volunteer companies of Major Peter 
and Captain Birch, The batteries, however, not 
being completed, and mounting but a few light 
pieces, could not prevent the departure of the enemy 
with his immense booty, though they kept up an 
incessant fire from the 3d until the 6th of the month 
upon the vessels passing down on each of those days. 
Commodore Rodgei-s, too, aided by Lieutenant New- 
combe and yitiling-master Ramage, made frequent 
attempts to destroy the enemy's shipping by ap- 
proaching him within range of muskef^shot with 
several small fire-vessels. Alter the communication 
of the fire a change of wind prevented these vessels 
from getting in between the British frigates, though 
they excited much alarm among the fleet, whose 
men were actively employed in extinguishing the 
flames. Tliese respective ibrces were afterwards 
concentrated, and Commodore Rodgers took posses- 
aioii of Alexandria, with a determination to defend 
notwithstanding its surrender, against another 
attempt of the enemy, whose fleet was not yet oit 
of signt of the nearest battery. 



ATTEMPT OF THE BRITISH ON 
BALTIMORE. 



|_ „,. 

"T'ftl Roes, whose lows .-tt Bladensbury iuiiijuiited to 
nearly 1000 men in killed, wounded, prisoners, 
deserters, and those who died of fatif^ue, Admiral 
Cochrane concentrated the various detiicbmenta of 
hia fle<?t, and made preparations for an attack upon 
the city of Baltimore. 

As the powerful armament approached, the alarm 
spread quickly through the adjacent country, and a 
large volunteer force collected, under Major-General 
Smith. The troops intended ibr the land-attack 
were debarked upon North Point, fourteen miles 

^^elow the city, and, on the morning of tln.^ 12l.h 
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September, nearly 8000 soldiers, sailors, and mariLig^ 
had eflecteU a landing, while eixleen bomb-vefisela 
and frigates proceeded up the river and anchored 
within two miitis and a half of Fort McHenry. 

General Smith detached General Strieker, with 
part of Ilia brigade, on the North Polut Road, and 
Major Randal, with riflemen and ransketry, to the 
mouth of Bear Creek, to check tlie progress of thai 
enemy. The light parties of the Americans were 
driven in, and the force, under General Strieker^ 
was soon engaged with greatly-superior numbers. 
After an hour and twenty minutes' fighting, the 
Americans were compelled to retire to the high 
grounds in their rear. The enemy did not pursue. 
General Strieker was reinforced, and the Americana 
prepared their whole line of intrenchments and 
batteries for their reception. On the 13th the 
British army came in sight of the main body of 
the Americans and manoeuvred in their front, driv- 
ing in the vedettes. But, seeing the strength of the 
defences and the skilful dispositions of General. 
Smith, they did not attack. In the mean time the 
British vessels bombarded Fort McHeury, which 
was bravely defended by its garrison, commanded 
by Major Armistead, The vessels sufiered con- 
siderably fram the fire of the American batteries. 
About midniglit on the 13th the British army re- 
treated to the point at which it landed, and re-em- 
bjirked. The next day the fleet dropped down the' 
riven The British lost 700 men and their general, 
lloss ; the Americans. 1 75. 




ATTACK ON FORT BOWYER AND CAPTURE 
OF PENSACOLA. 

In the mean time an attack was made on the 
remote Southern coaat, which was the prelude to an 
invasion of a more important nature. After tha 
conclusion of the contest with the Creeks, the heacfc 
quarters of General Jackson were removed to Mobile, 
where, ahout the end of August, he received in- 
formation that a body of 300 British troops, with aq 
immense quantity of the munitions of war, had 
nrrived at Pensacola, in three anned vessels, anij 
liad marched into the fort at that place, then in tha 
possession of the Spanish; and that an additional 
I'urce of thirteen sail-of-the-Iine, and 10,000 troops 
■was daily expected. From Pensacola Colonel 
U^icboUs, the commander of the British foiW!S, soon 
after issued a proclamation, addressed to the inhabii 
-ants of Louisiana, Kentucky, and Tennessee, recon 
Uiundlng to thi'ni -to "throw off the yoke und 
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^■bicli thc-y tiad been no long grunning anil put xn 

^Hhd to the iinnnturfll wnr hy which they vere op- 

^^TPsurd." 

A)x>ut the Slime period, also, an nttempt wa« mnde 
by tlie same officer to engage in his service n band 
nf lawlenn pirnles who had forined nil estnblisb- 
iiimit on the ialniid uf Barrataria, wittiiii the limits 
of LniiisiHtin. The efforts of tlie American govern- 
ment hiid been hitherto unavailing to destroy this 
iie«t of oiithiws. Mixing with the gatiguinaiy 
audacity of the hucciineer the address and caution 
of the Bmuggler, they had contrived, for a long ttme, 
under the guvernment of a cliief named Lafitte, to 
overawe or elude the expeditions sent against them. 
To these marauders the British officer made a pro- 
posal of union and alliance, communicating at the 
eamo time important information with respect to 
his designs; but, although proscribed by the Ame- 
rican government, which had set a price upon his 
head, Lafitte would not consent to act the part of a 
traitor. Instead of accepting the British offers, be 
• immediately made the whole known to Governor 
Claiborne, uf Louisiana. Struck with this proof of 
magriiLnimity, that officer promised a general pardon 
to the whole band, on condition of tlieir engaging 
in defence of the comitry, at that time menaced by 
invasion, — an offer which was joyfully accepted by 
the Barratarians, who from that time rendered 
eniiiient services to the Republic, distinguishing 
themeelves particularly at the defence of New 
Orleans. 

The three vessels wliicli liad arrived at Pensacolaj 

CBKued by another, soou after sailed from that^ 

i. 
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for Mobile, and on the 15th of September appeared 
off Fort Bowyer. Mobile Bay is about thirty miles 
long, and of considerable breadth ; but its entrance 
is only five miles broad, and is completely com- 
manded by Fort Bowyer, wliich is situated at the 
extreme point on the east side of the bay. The 
fort was occupied by a small garrison, commanded 
by Major Lawrence, 

The British squadron, consisting of two ships and 
two brigs, appeared in sight about noon of the ]5tli, 
standing directly for the fort. About four o'clock 
in the afternoon the batt«ry was opened upon them. 
The fire was immediately returned from all the ves- 
seln, A force of 110 marines, commanded by 
Colonel Nicholla, 200 Creek Indians, headed by 
Captain Woodbine, of the British navy, and about 
20 artillerists, which had been previously landed in 
the rear of the fort, opened a fire upon it from a 
twelve-pounder and a howitzer; but they did no 
execution and were soon silenced by a few shot. 
The action continued without intermission on either 
side for nearly three hours, when three of the ves- 
sels were comiielled to retire. The commodore's 
ship, which mounted twenty-two thirty-two-pound 
carrunades, having anchored nearest the fort, had 
lier cable cut by the shot, and was so much disabled 
that she drifted on shore, wiihin six hundred yarda 
of the battery ; when, the other vessels being out of 
reach, such a tremendous fire was opened upon her 
that she was set on fire and abandoned by such of 
her crew as survived. Of a crew of 170 men the 
commander and 20 men only escaped. On board 
BBJ' the other ship 85 were killed and wounded ; one 
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^H4>f the brigB also wns very considerably damaged, 
^Hbut licr losB was not nsccrtaiiied. The efiective 
^V'force in thu fort was about 120 men; their loss waa 
only 4 killed and 5 woundtd. During the hottest 
part of the action the flngstaflf was ehot away, but 
the Aug was immediately regained, under a heavy 
fire of grape and canister, hoisted on a sponge-staff, 
and planted on tlie parapet. The laiid-forcea re- 
treated by land to Peiisacola. 

Tlic unprecedented conduct of the Governor of 
Peusacola, in harboring and aiding the British and 

» their Indian allies and iu allowing them to fit out 
ex]>edition8 against the United States from that port, 
had been forcibly remonstrated against by General 
Jackson, but hitherto without effect. Having been 
reinforced by about 2000 Tennessee militia, who 
had marched to Mobile through the Indian country, 

I Jackson advanced to demand of the Spanish autho- 
rities in Pensacola redrees for thus violating the 
rules of neutrality. He reached the vicinity of that 
post on the afternoon of the 6th of November, and 
immediately sent a flag to the governor to oan- 
municate the object of hia visit. The flag was fired 
on and forced to return. Nothing remained now 
but to take possession of that post, which had been 
so long a source of annoyance to the United States. 
General Jackson accordingly commenced the attack 
early on the 7th. The encampment of the Ame- 
rican army being to the west of the town, it was 
natural for the enemy to suppose that the attacit 

f would be made in that quarter ; a detachment of 500 
men, however, waa ordered to move in that direutioiii 
While, with the main body, be gained an opj 



. dtreution, 
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and unexpected point, and, by hastening rapidly on, 
entered the town before the garrison was aware of 
his approach. They were unexpectedly sahited, 
however, by a battery formed in the street, which, 
after a few volleys, was carried at the point of the 
bayonet; and tlie Spanish and British troops were 
soon driven from all their positious. The governor 
then surrendered the town and forta unconditionally, 
and soon after signed a capitulation by wliich Pt;n- 
Bacola and its dependencies were delivered up to the 
United States. The British, in evacuating the bay, 
destroyed the fortress of the Barrancas; and General 
JackBou returned with his troops to Mobile. 
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BATTLE OP NEW ORLEANS. 

The projected nttnck upon New Orlenns, which 
it was now certain the Bntish would attempt, in- 
duced Genemi Jackson to proceed to that city with 
his troops. He accordingly left Mobile on the 22(1 
of November, and arrived at New Orleans on the 
2d of the succeeding month. In the situation in 
whicli he found that city, abundant occasion existed 
for the display of tbose warlike talents and that 
mental energy with which he was eminently gifted. 
The population was. compoHed of a mixture of various 
nations, among whom there was little bond of union; 
and, the country having been but recently tranft- 
ferred to the Eepubliu, there was perhaps lesa 
national alt.iclimeiit than in any other quarter.; 
Discontent ;nid iipjirebension pervaded a great por- 
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tion of tbe community; the city corps refused to 
turn out on the requisition of General Fiournoy ; 
and even the legislature of the State^ then in eea- 
sion, encouraged tliem in their disobedience. Added 
to this, the important post to be defended was ap- 
proachiible in various quarters, and the troops 
stationed at each of these points were insufficient to 
defend them. But the intrepid spirit of General 
Jackson was unappailed in the midst of the difficul- 
ties with which he was surrounded. He immedi- 
ately adopted the most decided and efficient measures 
for the defence of the place. He visited in person 
every point at which an invading enemy might be 
opposed, and left no point unfortified tliat could at 
all conduce to tlie great object of defence. The 
grand approach by the Mis-siaaippi was secured by 
batteries, and the inlets and hayoua were obstructed 
by all possible means. The active and energetic 
measures and the confident tone of the commanding 
general revived the spirits of the inhabitants of 
Louisiana, which had fallen at the prospect of inva^ 
Bion by so numerous an army as that which it was 
ascertained was on their coast ; and all the true 
lovers of their country in the State flocked to his 
banner, and declared their intention of standing by 
him till the British were expelled from their shores 
or they had died ibr their country. Upon the lakes 
to the east of the town a small force of five gun- 
boats, under Lieutenant Jones, had been collected, 
which, in the narrow passes, would, it was supposed, 
be competent to repel any Ibrce that could be con- 
veniently brought against them, 

.Ibrmation having been jece'ved early in Deceio- 
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ber of tlie arrival of sixty sail of vessels off Ship 
Iiilaiid, Lieutenant Jones miide sail for tlie passes 
leading into Lake Pontchartrain, where they might 
be opposed to advantage. On the 14th the euemy 
were diBcovered, moving, in forly-three gun-boats, 
with 1200 men, to the attack of Lieutenant Jones's 
email force, which, consisting of five gun-boats, as 
menlioned above, and 180 men, lay becalmed in an 
unfavorable position. After a gallant resistance of 
an hour against such an overpowering superiority 
of force, the American flotilla was compelled to sur- 
render, with the loss of about 40 killed and wounded. 
That of the assailants was, from concurrent circum- 
stances, believed not to have been less than 300. 
This gave the British the command of Lakes Pont- 
chartrain and Borgne. 

The capture of the gun-boats, upon which General 
Jackson had depended greatly as a means of defence 
as well as of the transmission of intelligence, made 
it necessary to use greater exertions tlian before on 
land. The militia of New Orleans was called 
out fii masse; and measures which nothing but the 
urgiMit necessity of the case could justify were 
«do|ited. An embargo was laid on all vessels in the 
harbor ; the negroes were impressed and compelled 
to work on tlie fortifications; and, on the 16th, 
martial law, of the most rigid nature, was proclaimed 
by General Jackson. The rigid police which this 
lost measure enabled him to exert soon freed the 
,ty fi-oni the disallected, the spies, and the traitors, 
ih which it had abounded ; and the citizens arose 
one ni;in and labotvd day and night at the fortifi- 
ioations. 
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By his command of Liiku Boryiie tlie ftioiny litid 
it in his power to approneli New Orleans by any of 
the numerous bayouB and canals leading to the Mis- 
sissippi. Most of these had been obstructed with 
great care. Unfortunately, however, a pass, called 
the Bayou Bienvenue, which was little known and 
used only by fishermen, was left open, and unde- 
fended except by a picket-guard. Guided by some 
traitors, the enemy, on the 23d, came suddenly on 
the American guard through that secret passage, 

»and, having made them prisoners, pushed rapidly 
Db, and, by two o'clock in the aftemoun, reached the 
bank of the river. This intelligence l>eing conveyed 
to General Jackson, he resolved immediately to 
attack them. Having therefore collected almut 
2000 men, he marched at five in the afternoon to 
meet the enemy, and at seven came in sight of them, 
■ encamped on the bank uf the river, and engaged in 
preparing their evening repast. The enemy's force 
on shore amounted to about 3U00 men, and extended 
half a mile on the river, and in the rear to a wood. 
Their position being thus exposed to an attack from 
the water, it wjib determined that a fire should be 
opened upon it from Commodore Patterson's schooner, 
the Caroline, at the same time that General Coffi^e, 
with his brigade, assailed their right, and General 
, Jackson, with the remainder of the lijrce, attacked 
K^p^e strongest part of the position, near the river. 
^^n^e darkness of the night preventing a discovery, 
^^^■tfae Caroline gained her position, and opened a heavy 
and galling cannonade, the seamen being lighted to 
the slaughter by the enemy's own camp-fires. This 
MUrafi the first intimation that the British had of the 
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approach of an enemy. At the same moment the 
brigade of General Coffee rushed impetuously on 
their right and entered their camp, while the force 
of GeneralJackaon assiiiled fheir front and left with 
equal ardor. Though taken by surprise and several 
hundred killed or wounded, the enemy were not yet 
defeated. Extinguishing their 6res, they came boldly 
forwanl into action. A thick fog arising shortly 
after the commencement of the engagement, General 
Jackson deemed it most prudent to call off his 
troops; and, having lain on the field all night, he 
retired in the morning to a stronger position, about 
two miles nearer the cily. His loss was 24 killed, 
115 wounded, and 74 missing; that of the British 
yi&8 46 killed, 162 wounded, and 64 missing. 

The position now taken by General Jackson occu- 
pied both banks of the river. On the eastern bank, 
a ditch containing five feet water, which had been 
dug for agricultural purposes, reaching fi-om the 
river to the swamp, was now made use of for an im- 
portant military purpose. On its northern bank in- 
trenchments were thrown up, and large quantities of 
cotton-bales were so arranged as to protect the troops 
effectually from the enemy's fire. These works wei-e 
well mounted with artillery. On the western bank 
of the river a heavy battery of fifteen cannon 
enfiladed the whole front of the position on the 
eastern bank. This battery was manned by Com- 
modore Patterson, with the crews of part of hia 
squadron, and near him General itforgan was star 
tioned with a body of militia. 

In the mean time the enemy, who had sufiered 
■everely from the fire of the CaroUne, took advantage 
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of her running aground on the 27lh, set her on fire 
nnd destroyed her by raeana of hot shot. On the 
28th, the British commander-in-cliief, Sir Edward 
Packenhanri, having h^llded with the main body of 
his army and a large train of artillery, advanced 
within half a mile of the American works and com- 
menced a furious attack with rockets, bombs, and a 
heavy cannonade- The fire, however, from the 
batteries and an American vessel, the Louisiana, 
caused so much destruction that, after a severe con- 
test, the British general drew off his troops with con- 
siderable loss. On the 1st of January, 1815, the 
invaders made anotber attempt to force General 
Jackson's fortifications. They bad in the night 
erected a battery, and early in the morning opened 
a brisk cannonade, making, at the same time, two 
bold efforts to turn his left wing; but they were 
again repulsed, with the loss of about 70 men. 
Shortly after this event both armies were reinforced, 
— that of General Jackson by the arrival of 2500 
Kentuckians, under General Adair, and that of the 
invaders by General Lambert, with 4000 men. The 
American force now consisted of about 7000 men, 
most of them indifferently armed; that of the 
British of about 12,000, all of whom were veterans, 
well appointed, and commanded by able and expe- 
rienced officers. With great labor, the British gene- 
ral completed, on the 7th of January, a canal from 
the bayou to tlie Mississippi, by which he was 
enabled to transport the necessary number of boats 
ftnd troops to tlie attiu^k of the works on tlie 
vveHtern side of that river. The American com- 
gjiander had, in the mean time, nut been deficient lu 
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preparation, Hia works had now been completed. 
The defences on the eastern bank were manned with 
the Tennessee and part of the Kentucky miUtia, 
under the personal command of General Jackson. 

Early in the morning of the 8th of January — a 
day which will ever be memorable in the annals of 
the Republic — the British commander, having de- 
tached Colonel Thornton with a strong body to the 
west bank, moved to the assault with the remainder 
of his force, in two columns, under Generals Gibba 
and Keane, the reai:;rve being commanded by Gene- 
ral Lambert. They approached with determined 
countenances, slowly but firmly, accompanied by 
detachments carrying fascines and scaling-ladders. 
The former were designed to fill up the ditch, and 
with the latter they intended to mount the ramparts. 
When they arrived within nine hundred yards, the 
Americans commenced a heavy and incessant can- 
nonade, which mowed them down with terrible 
slaughter. But they still moved on with a firm 
dtep, invariably supplying the place of the faUep 
■with fresh troops. At length they came within 
reach of the American small-arms. Then com- 
menced a stream of sucli well-directed and destruc- 
tive fire that, after losing hundreds in the vain 
attempt to advance, they broke, and retreated ia 
confusion. In the endeavor to rally them their 
coramander-in-cbici', Sir Edward Packenhum, waa 
killed. A second time Vlid the British columua 
advance to within a short distance of the ditch, 

ith the same ill success. The cannon thundered 
every battery, the Tennessee rides were 

iVelled with deadly aim, and grape-shot and sheila 
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were scattered as thick as hailstones over the plain. 
The BritiBh again faitercd, and- again were pressed 
forward by thtir officers. But all their effiirta suc- 
ceeded only in leading their veteran soldiers to 
destruction : the men Hlirunk from a contest in 
which they saw nothing but immediate slaughter. 
The columns broke and retreated in confusion. A 




*third but equally unavailing attempt was made by 
the British officers to bring them up to the charge. 
Tlie loss of the commander-in-chief, the disability 
of Generals Gibbs and Keane, who were severely 
wounded, and the sight of the plain, covered as it 
■was with the bodies of near 2000 dead and wounded, 
openited in checking any further advance. General ' 
lambert, on whom the command now dcvolv<ail 
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ding that no hope remained of n successful result, 
isltected tiigfther the broken remnants of this once- 
Tiidable iirmy inirl retirrd to the encampment. 
In the mean time the detachment under Colonel 
Fhomton, after landing on the west bank, imme- 
diately attacked the American works. The Ken- 
tucky militia, believing themselves to be outflanked, 
retreated, leaving the enemy in possession of their 
works. This post completely commanding that on 
♦he opjTOsite bank, its occupation by the enemy 
would have proved of the most serious detriment to 
General Jackson, had he not, by a dexterous strata- 
gem, induced him to abandon it. General Lambert 
having proposed an armistice, to continue till twelve 
o'clock, in order to enable him to remove hia dead 
from the field of battle, the proposition was agreed 
to by the American commander, with a condition, 
however, that it should not extend to the west bank, 
to which no reinforcements were to be sent by either 
party. Deceived by this reservation, and supposing 
that a large American force waa already on that 
bank, General Lambert ordered Colonel Thornton to 
withdraw his troops, and it was immediately re- 
occupied by General Jackson. 
^In this battle the British loss was 293 killed, 
k67 wounded, and 484 missing or prisoners, in- 
ding almost all the commanding officers ; while 
Kthe Americans only 13 were killed, 39 wounded, 
1 19 missing. This splendid and most important 
Wy was thus rendered doubly gratifying, from 
t reflection that it was clouded by the loss of so 
r of those by whose exertions it was achieved. 
I'rotu New Orleans the whole British fleet pro- 



NATAL EXPLOITS, 



2{'5 



ceeded to Mobile Buy, where they took posseasiou 
of Fort Bowyer, which was garrisoned by 375 men, 
— a number bo email wlieii compared with that of the 
force sent agiiiiiHt them as to render resistjince un- 
availing. The further prosecution of their schemes 
of conquest was arrested about this time by the news 
of peace, which being soon after confirmed officially, 
the territory of the United States was evacuated by 
the British. 





, PRESIDENT AND ENDTMION. 

I Every attempt to escape from the blockade of the 

h frigates United Stiitee and Macedonian and the sloofh 

of-war Hornet, at New London, having failed, until 

the only season at which they could jrossibly escape 

ihad elapsed, the Hornet was ordered to remain at 
her station as a guard-ship, while the frigates were 
to be moved up New London Kiver to the head of 
navigation for heavy vessela, and there to be dis- 
mantled. Commodore Dtcatur and the crew of the 
United States were transferred to the frigate Presi- 
dent, then moored at New Tork. In the course of 
the winter a cruiBe to the East Indies was deter- 
mined on at the Navy Department, to be periurmed 
^hy a squadron consisting of that frigate, the sloop- 
ot-war Peacock, then also at New York, the sloop-of- 
war Hornet, and the Tom Bowline, a merchant ves- 
sel bought into the service as a store-ship. The 
Hornet vaa. therefore, directed to proceed to the 
Bame harbor. 
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On the night of the 18th of November, 1814, Cap- 
tain Bifidle prtKKed the blockiidiiig squadn)!) without 
being discovered, and joined Commodore Decitur at 
New York. That port lind been also constantly 
blockaded, and several frigates, sloops-of-war, and a 
razee, were at that time erui,sing off the Hook. 

On the 14th of January, Conmiodore Decatnr, 
thinking it more likely to get to aea with the Presi- 
dent Bingly, directed Captain Warrington to follow 
him with the Peacock and Hornet as soon as the 
Tom Bowline was in readiness, and, having assigned 
the island of Trislun d'Acunha aa'the first place of 
rendezvous, priweeded to the bay with a view of 
escaping from Sandy Hook in the night. In conse- 
quence of the negligence of the pilot, the President 
Struck upon the bar, and remained there thumping 
upwards of two houra. This accident caused her 
ballast to shift; and, wlien extricated from this situa- 
ticai by the rise of the tide, it wa.s discovered that 
she had entirely lost her trim. The course of the 
wind forbidding her return to port, the commodore 
determined, nevertheless, upon running out to sea, 
and did not doubt but she would soon recover that 
ea»e in sajhng for which she bad been long celebrated. 
At daylight he fell In with the British squadron, 
composed of the Majestic, (razee,) the frigates Eudy- 
mion, Tenedos, and Pomona, and the despatch-brig, 
wliivh immediately gave cliase. The President was 
lightened as much as possible; but the superior sail- 
ing of the enemy's ships enabled them to gain rapidly 
upon her, and the leading frigate, the En'dymion, of 
.Jbrty-ninc guns and mounting t wen ty-luu r-puumleiM^ 
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on her giindeck, got close under ber quarters and 
commenced firing. 

Commodore Deciilur, finding tliat the Endymion 
waa cutting up Iiis rigging without his being able 
to annoy her, defemiined to bear up and engage, and 
if possible to run her on board, and, in the event of 
carrying her, to sail off and abandon the President. 
But the enemy manoeuvred to avoid this plan, and 
the conflict continued two houra, and ended in silenc- 
ing and beating off the Endymioti with her hull andi 
rigging much cut up, her masts and spars badly in- 
jured, and a great proportion of her crew killed and 
wounded. The President was also considerably, 
damaged, and lost 25 men killed and 60 wounded, — > 
among the former, Lieutenants Babbit and Hamilton 
and Acting-Lieutenant Howel ; among the latter, the, 
commodore, and Midshipman Dale, who lost a leg, 
and died of his wounds at Bermuda. 

By this time the rest of the squadron came within' 
two miles of the President. The Endymion had 
hauled off to repair, and Commodore Decatur nitu 
another effort to escape. But in three hours the 
Pomone and Tenedoa lay alongside, and the Maje» 
tic and Endymion were within a short distance oE 
him. The gallant commodore, not choosing to sacri- 
fice the lives of his crew in a useless contest with a 
squadron of ships mounting not less than one bun 
dred and ten guns, received the fire of the nearee 
frigate, and surrendered. He was taken on ttoai 
the Endymion, to whose commander he refused 1 
deliver bis sword when required, alleging that i 
they had been singly engaged tliat othcer would ii 
evhably have been captured, and that he had struc 
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to the whole Bqua<^]ron. The enemy, however, 
asserted that tiie President had been conquered by 
the Endymion alone, that, the damage was sustained 
in a storm which rose up after the battle, and, hav- 
ing repaired both vessels, sent the prize from Ber- 
muda to England under her convoy. There she 
was lightened and laid in dock alongside an old 
seventy-four, which was deeply laden to give her 
a smaller appearance in the water than the Pre- 
Bident. 





CONSTITUTION, CYANE AND LEVANT. 

The United States frigate Conetitution, which 
had been some time repairing at Boston for a cruise, 
Bailed from that port on the 17th of Decemher, 1814) 
still under the command of Captain Stewart. Afte! 
cruising in various parts of the ocean and in th< 
track for outward and homeward bound convoyi 
until the 20th of February, she fell in with twc 
strange men-of-war-sail at ten minutes past one p.k 
on that day. One of these, being to windward, waS 
bearing up for the Constitution, and at half-past two 
displayed signals and squared away to the westward 
to join her consort. The Constitution set every raj 
in chase, and a few minutes before three commencec 
firing from her forward guns on the gundeck. A 
a quarter-past three the main-royal-mast of the Col 
stitution was carried away, and enabled the euemy^ 
vessels to distance her fire. Before five a new royal 
mast was completed, and a little while after tin 
breeze freshened, and the ship to leeward tacked t( 
, " * ■»t1 under all sail. At six the two shipi 
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hauled to on the larlward tack, in line, and in 
ten minutes the Constitution ranged ahead of the 
sternmost. brought her on the quarter, her consort 
on the bow, at two hundred yards' distance, and 
opened a broadside, which was immediately re- 
turned. 

An exchange of broadsides continued until thu 
three ships were completely enveloped in smoke, 
upon the clearing away of which the Constitution 
found herself abreast of the headmost ship, and Cap- 
tain Stewart ordered both sides to l)e manned, backed 
topsails, and dropped into his first position. The 
ship on the bow backed sails also. The Constitu- 
tion's broadsides were then fired from the larlward 
battery, and in a few minutes the ship on the bow, 
perceiving her error in getting sternboard, filled 
away witli an intention of tacking athwart tiie bows 
of tlie Constitution, and the ship on the stern fell 
off, perfectly unmanageable. The Constitution then 
filled away in full pursuit of the former, came within 
one hundred yards of lier, and gave her several raking 
broadsides. She made all sail before the wind with 
a view to escape; and Captain Stewart, knowing her 
crippled situation would enable him to overhaul her 
at any time after securing her consort, wore round 
and ranged alongside the latter ship, from which a 
gun was fired to leeward to signify that she had sur- 
rendered. Poasession was then taken, by Lieutenant 
Hotl'inan, of his Britannic Majesty's frigate Oyaue, 
Captain Goi-don Falcon, of thirty-four guns, thirty- 
two-pound carronades. Her commander and olfi- 
cera being bruught ou board, Captain Stewart 
ttted in chaee of the other vesseL and in a short 
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time discovered her stimdiiig for liim oil the weather- 
bow. 

In a few minutes the enemy fired abroadside, which; 
being inataiitly returned, he tacked ship, made all sai' 
and at that moment received a rake from the star-, 
board broadside of the Constitution. Upon gaini 
his wake, Captain Stewart opened a fire from his 
guiideck chaae-guna with such efiect that the enemj* 
hove to and surrendered, with five feet water 
his hold, his masts tottering, and nothing but the 
eraoothnesa of the sea preventing them from going, 
overboard. Lieutenant Ballard was sent on board, 
and took possession of his Britannic Majest^a ship 
Levant, Captain Douglass, of eighteen thirty-two- 
pound carronades and two large twelve-pounders. 

The loss on board the Cyane and Levant amount- 
ed to 40 men killed and nearly double that number 
wounded; on board the Constitution, where uo 
other spar was lost than the -foretop-gallant-yard, 
four men were killed and eleven wounded. On the 
10th of March Captain Stewart entered the harbor. 
of Port Praya with his prizes, and on the 11th a, 
British squadron, consisting of the Leander, Sir. 
George Collier, the Newcastle, Lord George Stewart,, 
neither of them carrying less than sixty guns, audi 
the frigate Acasta, Captain Kerr, of forty-four guna^ 
wliich had sailed from the eastern coast of the 
United States in quest of the Constitution, appeared^ 
off its entrance. Captain Stewart immediately made 
sail, escaped from the harbor with his squadron, 
and was closely pursued by the enemy's three 
ships. After a long and perilous cliase the CoQ 
Btitutiun and Cyane escaped their pursuers aoi 
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arrived safely in the Uniled Stiites; but. the Levant, 
after whom all sail was made by tlie enemy's shipH, 
ran into Port Praya, with a heavy fire of broadsides 
ffom the Leander and Newcastle, to put herself under 
the protection of the neutral port. The neutrality 
of the Portuguese was not regarded by the British 
squadron, however, and tliey recaptured the I^evanl 
and carried her into Barbodoes, 





nORNET AND PENGUIN. 
A FEW days jtfler tlie depiirturi? of the President 
Trom New York, the Peacock, Hornet, and Tom 
Bowline left tliat harbor without knowing of liet 
capture. On the tliird day aiter sailing from Sandy 
Hook, (the 23d of January,) the Hornet parted! 
company with the Peacock and Tom Bowline ana 
directed her course towards the island of Tristan 
d'Acunha, the first-designated rendezvous for the 
eqnad-on. On the 23d of March she descried the 
BritiE'i brig Penguin, Captain Dickenson, of eighteen 
guna and a twelve-pound carronade, to the south' 
ward and eastward of the island. This vessel had 
been fitted out and 12 supernumerary marines pul 
on board, with whom her crew amounted to 13' 
DieD, to cruise for the American privateer Yo 
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Captnin Biddle immedifitely made enil, cleared 
the islnnd, and hove to, until the Penguin, at the 
same time coming down, sliould be within striking- 
distftnee. At forty minutes past one p.m. the Pen- 
gnin hauled her wind on the starboard tack, hoisted 
English colora, and fired a gun at musket-shot dis- 
tance. The Hornet immediately lufTed to. sent up 
an ensign, and gave the enemy a broadside. A con- 
stant tire was kept up for fifteen minutes, the Pen- 
guin all that time gradually nearing upon the Hornet, 
when Captain Dickenson gave orders to run her on 
board, and was killed by a grape-shot belbre he saw 
them executed. Lieutenant McDonald, upon whom 
the command of the Penguin then devolved, bore 
her up, and, running lier bowsprit in between the 
main and mizzen -rigging of the Hornet, ordered' 
his crew to board. His men, however, seeing the 
Hornet's boarders not only ready to repel them, but 
waiting for orders to jump upon the Penguin's deck, 
refused to follow him. At that moment the lieavy 
swell of the sea lifted the Hornet ahead, and the 
enemy's bowsprit carried away her mizzen-shrouda 
and spanker-boom, and the Penguin hung upon tlie 
Hornet's quarter-deck with the loss of her foremast 
and bowsprit. Her commander then called out that 
he had surrendered. Though he was not distinctly 
understood, Captain Biddle ordered his marines to 
cease tiring, and demanded of the Penguin whether 
she had struck. An officer of the Hornet discovered 
a man taking aim at Captain Biddie after the sur- 
render, and called to him to avoid the fire. He had 
scarcely done so when a nmbket-ball struck the cap. 
tain in the neck, severely wounding him, and piisa- 
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ing through his coat-collar. Two marines, to whom 
the man was pointed out who had discharged his 
piece at their commander, immediately fired at and 
killed him before he brought it from hie shoulder. 
The Penguin just then got clear of the Hornet, and 
the latter wore round to give the enemy a fresh 
broadside, when her commander called out a second 
time that he had surrendered. The severest exer- 
cise' of authority became necessary to prevent the 
Hornet's crew, who were incensed at the enemy's 
firing after he hiid struck, from discharging the 
broadside. Twenty-two minutes after the com- 
mencement of the action she was taken possession 
of by Mr. Mayo, of the Hornet. The Penguin waa 
so much injured that Captain Biddle determined 
upon taking out her crew aiid scuttling her; after 
doing which he sent his prisoners to St. Salvador in 
the Tom Bowline, by which vessel and the Peacock 
he was joined on the 25th of the month. la 
this action the Penguin lost 14 men killed and 2S 
wounded; the Hornet, one killed and 11 wounded j 
among the latter, her first lieutenant, Connor, dain- 
gerously. 

Having bent a new suit of sails and repaired hi»- 
rigging, Captain Biddle was in a perfect condition to- 
prosecute the cruise, and, together with the Peacock,, 
after waiting the full time for Commodore Decatur 
at the island of Tristan d'Acunlia, sailed on the 12tl^ 
of April for the Cape of Good Hope. On the 27th.' 
they discovered a British ship-of-the-line with au 
admiral's flag. The Peacock and Hornet imme* 
diately separated and made all sail in different- 
directions from the stranger, who came up in pur- 
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suit of the latter. The chase commenced at about 
two o'clock of the 27th and continued until ten in the 
morning of the 30th, during which time the enemy's 
bow-guns were continually fired, hia vessel fre- 
quently gained upon and was as often dropped by 
the Hornet; and Captain Biddle, after throwing 
overboard every heavy article at hand, and all liia 
guns but one, at length effected his escape, and went 
to St. Salvador for the purpose of refitting. On hiB 
arrival there he gained intelligence of the conclusion 
of hostilities between the two nations, and, soon after 
sailing thence, returned to the United Slates about 
Uie latter end of July and was -promoted to the 
bk of post-captain. 





PORTER'S CRUISE IN THE PACIFIC. 

The intelligence of Captain Porter's exploits had 
at length occasioned a force of the enemy to be sent 
in pursuit of him. Soon after hia arrival at Val- 
paraiso, the Pboebe, a Brititsh frigate of thirty-eight 
guns, and a sloop-of-war, appeared oflf tlie port, 
having been fitted out expressly to meet the Essex, 
They entered the harbor to obtain proviaions, and, 
having effected this, again stood out and cruised off 
the port for about six weeks. Their united forci 
■was much gieater than that of Captain Porter, th( 

sex Junioi being of but little utility in nctionj 
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At length, on the 28th of March, the Essex made 
an attempt to get to sea with a favornble wind. 
The enemy's vessels were close to the sliore, and 
Captain Porter expected to be able to pass to wind- 
ward of them. Unfortunately, however, in round- 
ing the point, the American vessel was struck by a 
equall, which carried away her main-tnpmast. Thus 
crippled, escape to sea was impossible; and, as it 
was equally difficult to reach the harbor, Captain 
Porter ran into a small bay and anchored within 
pistol-shot of the shore. In this situation it was to 
have been expected that the ordinary rules of war- 
fare, which forbid an attack upon an enemy lying 
within a neutral territory, would have been observed. 
It was, nevertheless, soon perceived that Captain 
Hillyar, the English commander, was determined to 
avail himself of the opportunity offered, without 
regard to the rights of sovereignty of the local 
government. The Essex was prepared for action 
with all possible despatch; but, before a spring could 
be put upon her cable to enable her to bring her 
broadside to bear, the attack was commenced. The 
British commander, desirous of capturing the Essex 
with as little loss to himself as possible, placed his 
frigate, the Phcebe, under her stern, while the Cherub 
took a position on hi.'r bows. The latter, soon find- 
ing the tire of the Essex too warm, bore up and ran 
also under her stern, where both ships kept up a 
heavy and raking fire. Captain Porter continued 
the action for a considerable time with tliree long 
twelve-puunders, beiug all the guns which he found 
it possible to bring to bear on the enemy, when, 
liding his crew falling fast aroum! him, he cut liin 
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cable and ran down on the enemy with Hie intention 
of laying the Phoebe on board. For a short time a 
close and sanguinary action ensued; but, the superior 
equipment of the British frigate enabling her to 
choose her distance, she edged off and continued so 
heavy a fire from her long guns that Captain Porter 
determined to run his ship ashore. He was, how- 
ever, disappointed in this hope by the wind setting 
off the land, and, after an unequal and hopeless 
contest of three hours, was compelled to give the 
painful order to strike the colors. 

The loss of the Essex in this engagement was 58 
killed, 66 wounded, and 31 missing, most of tha 
latter escaping to the shore by swimming; that of 
the Britisii was said to be only 5 killed and 10 
wounded. Both of the enemy's vessels, as well as 
the Esses, were so much crippled that it was with 
difficulty they were enabled to reach the port ofi 
Valparaiso. Captain Porter and his crew wer 
paroled and permitted to return to the United State 
in the Essex Junior, her armament being previous!; 
taken out. On arriving off the port of New Tori 
tliey were overhauled and detained by the Saturfl 
razee. Being thus treated, Captain Porter told th^ 
boarding-officer that he gave up his parole and cow 
sidered himself a prisoner of war, and as such should 
use all means of escape. In consequence of thi 
threat the Essex Junior was ordered to remain al 
night under the lee of the Saturn; but the nea 
morning Captain Porter put off in liis boat, thougl 
thirty miles from shore, and, nutwitlistanding tl 
was pursued by the Saturn, eilecled liis escape an 
landed safely on Long ' ' ^ His reception in tl 
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nited States was such as his great services and dis- 
ngui»lied valor deserved. 

Oq the 29th of April (he eloop-of-war Peacock, 
of eighteen guns, commanded hy Captain Warring- 
ton, fell in with and, after an action of fortj-two 
minutes, captwed the British brig-of-war Epervier, 
of a like number of guna and 128 men, of whom 8 
were killed and 15 wounded. The Peacock was 
deprived of the use of her foresail and foretopsail in 
the early part of the action, but received no other 
injury, 2 men only being slightly wounded. The 
prize had on board one hundred and twenty thousand 
dollars in specie, which was transferred to the Pea- 
cock, and both vessels arrived in safety in the United 
States. 

About this period the sloop-of-war Wasp, of 

eighteen guns, commanded by Captain Blakely, 

sailed from Portsmouth on her first cruise. Af'tei 

capturing seven merchant-men, slie encountered, on 

the 28th of June, the British brig-of-war Reindeer, 

of nineteen guns and 118 men. After a series of 

manoeuvres on the part of the latter, by which a 

close action was for a long time prevented, a warm 

engagement commenced, which was continued with 

great spirit on both sides for upwards of two hours, 

during which the enemy several times attempted to 

^^ board, but was as often repulsed. The crew :f the 

^wffasp now boarded with great ardor, and in a few 

l^feiinutes resistance ceased and the British flag was 

**" bauled down. Owing to the proximity of the two 

vessels and the smoothness of the sea, the loss on 

both sides was severe. That of the Americans WM i 

^^^ killed and 21 wounded; while the British loaiLflM^H 
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killed, including Captain Manners, and 42 wounded. 
The RL'induer wrb bo mvich injured that it was 
found uecoesiiry to set her on fire. 

Captain Bliikely, continuing his cruise, about the 
Ist of September discoveied a Heel of merchant-men 
under convoy of a seven ty-four-gim ship. One of 
ihem was taken, and, after removing her cargo, was 
Bet on fire. On the game evening he fell in with 
and captured the British sloop-of-war Avon, of 
twenty guns. The appearance of a British squadron 
f, compelled him to abandon his prize, which sunk 
on after the removal of her crew. 

The damage sustained in this action being soon 
repaired, Captain Blakely continued his cruise, and, 
on the 23d of September, captured the British brig 
A.talanta, which he sent into the United States. 
From this period no tidings ever reached the Republic 
of this gallant ship. Whether she foundered iu 
darkness and tem[)est, or perished in a conflict with 

tan enemy, has never been ascertained. 
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SEMINOLE WAH. 

Just after the close of the last war with Great 
Britain, when the British withdrew their military 
force from the Floridiis, Edward Nicholis, formerly 
a colonel, and James Woodbine, a captain, in the 
British service, who had both been instrumental in 
exciting the Indians and negroes of the South to hos- 
tilities, remained in the territory for the purpose of 
fonoing conibi nations ngaiust the Soiithweatern fron- 
tier of the United States. To tlie Creeks, who had 
ceded their lands to our Government by General 
Jackson's treaty of August, 1814, Nicholis repre- 
sented that they had been defrauded, that the 
treaty of Ghent had provided ibr the restoration of 
their landB, and that the British government was 
ready to enforce their claims. He even went so far 
as to atiSLUiie the cliaracter of a British agent, with 
powers from the commencement lor supporting their 
pretensions. 

To effect their purposes, Nicholis and Woodbine 
established a fort on the Appalaehicola River, be- 
(reen East and West Florida, as a rendezvous lor 
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runaway negroes and hostile Indians. In July, 
1816, about 400 negroes and Indians were collectet 
at this pliice, which was strong; by its position, forti 
fied with twelve pieces of nrtiUery, and well providi 
with ammunition and provisions. 

To dislodge this horde of outlaws, Colonel Clinch, 
with a detachment of United States troops and 500 
friendly Indians, under the command of Mclntoshjj 
proceeded from the head-waters of the Appalachi- 
cola and laid siege to the fort on the land side 
Nicholls and Woodljinc first exacted an oath from 
their followers not to suifer an American to 
proach the fort alive, and then, giving it up to them, 
went off. 

To supply Colonel Clinch's forces with munitioiM 
and provisions for the siege, two schooners froi 
New Orleans, by permission of the Spanish nutht 
rities at Pensacola, proceeded up the Appalnchicoh 
under convoy of two gun-boats, on the 10th of Julys 
Wlien near the fort, a watering-party of seven mei 
from the schooners was surprised by an amhuscadl 
of negroes: five were killed,one escaped, and cm 
was captured, tortured, and put to death. The gud 
boats, having but a twelve-pounder and 25 men eacbj 
were deemed insufficient by Colonel Clinch to attach 
the fort, aud their commander was cautioned agaiual 
attempting any offensive operations. Not deterred 
by this, he waqied up sufficiently near to reach il^ 
and, on commencing the firing of hot shot, one o$ 
them entered the principal magazine and blew uj 
the fort. 

The destruction was complete : 270 of the euemj 
were killed, most of the remainder were badh 
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wounded, and only three of the whole number 
escaped unhiivf. An immense qunntity of arms and 
munitions of war, designed for supplying the Indians 
and negroes with the means of annoying the frontier- 
settlers, fell into the hands of the conquerors; and 
two chiefs, who had directed the torture of Ameri- 
can prisoners, were given over to the tender mercies 
of Mcintosh's Indians. The savage horde of West 
Florida was thus broken up. 

In East Florida an enemy of the same description 
was engaged in a similar system of operations. This 
province of Spain had become the receptacle of a 
population of the vilest character. The Spanish 
authorities had no control over them beyond the 
limits of their fortified posts. The most numerous 
occupants of the interior were the Seminole Indians, 
outcast runaways, as their name indicates, from the 
Creeks. Their allies were the Red-Sticka and other 
fugitives from the Northern tribes. The Red-Sticks 
were Creeks who had been expelled from their lands 
in 1813. They had erected a high pole at their 
principal village of Mickasuky and painted it red, to 
denote their thirst for the blood of the whites. Their 
flag was com|X)sed of scalps of Americans whom they 
had murdered. Hence tlieir name Red-Sticks. To 
this Indian population were added some hundreds 
of runaway negroes from Georgia. The froutier-in- 
habitants had much to dread from such a popula- 
tion. Their warriors amounted to some 1500 or 
more. Francis Hillishago, a Creek chief, had been 
on an unsuccessful visit to England for the purpose 
of recovering his lands by the aid of the govern- 
~ The Spanish authorities of Florida and 
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numerous adventurera from New Providence gave 
them encourftgement nnd supplied them with arms, 
and represented the Americans as enemies bent 
upon the cxlenninatlon of the Indian race. Thus 
Bupported, these outcasts carried on a system of 
murder and plunder on the frontlera of Georgia and 
Alabama, talcing refuge in the Mickasiiky and Sawap 
ney villages, situated on the borders of Georgia. 

The region which had thus become the seat of a 
eanguinary border-warfare waa situated in the mili 
tary department of General Jackson, and was under 
the immediate command of General Gaines. The 
latter, in pursuance of his orders to protect the 
frontier, concentrated his forces in that quarter, and 
built Port Scott, on the Flint River, near its junc- 
tion with the Chiittahoochee, Fort Gaines, on the 
latter river, on the line between Georgia and Missia- 
eippi, and Fort Crawford, in Mississippi, on the 
Cauacho branch of the Escambia. 

General Gaines's instructions on the subject of the 
Seminole War were contained in four orders from the 
War Department. The first, of the 30th of Octo- 
ber, 1816, after directing a detachment of Georgia 
militia to be called into service, states "that the 

I assurance of an additional force, the President flat«< 
ters himself, will at lesist have the effect of restrain- 
ing the Serainoles from committing further depreda-: 
tions, and perlmps of inducing them to make repaj-jtr' 
tion for the murders which they have committed. 
Should they, however, persevere in their refusal to 
make such reparation, it is the wish of the President 
that yon should not, on that account, pass the line 
and make an attack upon them within the limits of 
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Florida, until you shall liave received further in- 
structions from this Department. You are author- 
ized to remove the Indians still remaining on the 
lands ceded by the treaty made by General Jiickson 
with the Creeks." 

The second, bearing date the 2d of December, re- 
,rks, "The state <Jf our negotiations with Spain, 
itid the temper manifested by the principal European 
powers, make it impolitic, in the opinion of the Pre- 
sident, to move a force at this time into the Spanish 
possessions for the mere purpose of chastising the 
Seminoles for depredations which have heretofore 
been committed by them." By the third, dated the 
9th of December, General Gaines was instructed 
that, should the Indiana appear in force on the 
Spanish side of the Hue and persevere in committing 
hostilities within the limits) of the United States, to 
exercise a sound discretion as to the propriety of 
crossing the line for the purpose of attacking them 
and breaking up their towns. The fourth, bearing 
date the 16th of December, further instructed him 
that, should the Semitiole Indians still refuse to 
make reparation for their outrages and depredations 
oa the citizens of the United States, to consider him- 
self at liberty to march across the Florida line and 
attack them within its liutits, unless they should 
shelter themselves under a Spanish fort, and, in that 
event, immediately notify the War Department. 

On the 19th of November, 1816, General Gaines, 
being at Fort Scott, and having been instructed to 
Kmove the remaining Creeks from the territory ceded 
to the United States by Jackson's treaty, sent an oSt- 
to Fcwltown, one of tlieir settlemeula neaT \i\ia. 
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to require the removal of certain Indians still remwn- 
ing. The chief returned a Imnglity refneal. Major 
Twiggs, being despatched on the next day with 250 
men to bring the chiefs and warriors to Fort Scott, was 
attacked by the Indians; but he repulsed and put 
them to flight after killing and wounding a small num- 
ber. Four days after he marched to the town, which 
he found deserted. Three vessels, under the direction 
of Major Muhlenburg, with military stores for the 
supply of Fort Scott, were ascending the Appalachi- 
cola, on the 30th of November, when a party of 40 
men, under- Lieutenant Scott, was sent down the 
river to their assistance by General Gaines. Muhlen- 
burg took out 20 of the men, and, supplying their 
places with his sick, invalids, and seven women, 
sent the boat back towards the fort. At the mouth 
of Flint Kiver the boat was attacked by an ambus- 
cade of Indians, and all were killed except sis sol-i 
diera, who escaped to the opposite shore by swim- 
ming, and one woman, who was captured. The sculps- 
of the killed were taken to the Mickasuky village 
and added to the trophies on the red pule of thffi 
Indians. The vessels, retarded by the current and! 
constantly assailed by the savage enemies who lined 
the banks of the river, received the aid of another 
detachment from the fort, which a favorable wind 
last enabled them to reach. 

The news of these disasters induced the Govern* 
ment to take more decisive measures; and on thi 
26th of December General Jackson was ordered U 
take the held, with instructions to raise troops a 
his discretion and conform to the orders previously 
given to General Gaines as to the method of prose< 
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outing the war. An appeal from the general to the 
patriotism of the vokintecrs of West Tennessee soon 
brought a thousand soldiers into the service. They 
were ordcired to rendezvous at Fiiyetteville and pro- 
ceed to Fort Seott. 

The general now left his residence at Nashville, 
and on the 9th of March arrived at Fort Scott, with 
900 Georgia militia. He crossed the Flint Kiver on 
the 10th, and arrived on the 16th at Prospect Bluff, 
where he erected a fort, to which he gave the name 
of Fort Gadsden, in honor of the engineer engaged 
in its erection. General Gaines had joined him on 
the march. 

Being nearly destitute of provisions, General 
Jackson determined to sustain the army by causing 
supplies to be transported up the Escambia, passing 
Pensacola and the fortress of Barrancas. He ac- 
cordingly wrote to the Spanish governor of West 
Florida that he should consider any interruption to 
this proceeding, on his part, as an act of hostility 
against the United States. The governor demanded 
duties on the stores, but did not venture to enforce 
his demand. 

Mcintosh, the Creek chief, with 1500 warriors, 
Iiaving entered the service of the United States in 
this expedition, the wliole force of General Jackson 
new amounted to 4300 men. The enemy consisted 
of runaway Indians and negroes to the amount of 

quarter or one-third of that number. No serious 

niest could be anticipated; and, accordingly, the 

JimbQ"®"' Operations constituted, as Jackson after- 

'"^jg jiptly denominated it, "a war of inovements." 

70^^ jj,e Ist of April the Tennessee volunteers 
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joined the muin body, which had then nearly 
reached the Mickasuky villnges. As they ap- 
pronclied them the outixwts had a trifling skirmish 
wilh some Indiiuifi, who soon fled ; and the villages, 
on the nrrival of the army, were found deserted by 
their inhnbitants. The wigwamewere burned; tlie 
old red stick, with the scalps of Lieutenant Scott's 
rty nttaohed to it, was found still standing, 
Mcintosh and his warriors were ordered to scour 
neighboring country in pursuit of the fugitives; 
tnd General Jackson now marched to tlie Spanish 
fort of St. Murk's, took possession of it, hoisted the 
American flag, and shipped the Spanish gari'ison to 
Pensacola. 

In the neighborhood of this place was found a 
Scotch trader, named Alexander Arbuthnot, who 
had been carrying on an extensive intercourse with 
the hostile Indians and negroes. The general put 
him in close confinement. Francis Hillishago, the 
Ireek chief, and Hoonotlemied, a Eed-Stick chief, 
'ho had led the murdei-era of Lieutenant Scott's 
party, and had been decoyed on board a vessel in 
Appalachee Bay by Captain McKeever, were now 
hung by the general's order. 

The general then left a small garrison at St 
Mark's, and on the 9th of April marched for the 
Sawaney villages, distant one hundred and seveu 
les. He arrived there on the 16th, killed eleven 
!an8 and took two prisoners. The next day the 
[lages were destroyed and parties were sent out 
pursuit of the fugitives. Arbuthnot's schooner 
captured at the mouth of the Sawaney River, 
id employed in transporting the sick and baggage 
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of the army to St. Mark's. Ou the 18tb, Robert C. 
Ambrieter, late a lieutenant of marines in the British 
Bervice, under Nlcholls, was captured In the neigh- 
borhood of the villages. 

The war was now considered as having termi- 
nated. The Georgia militia and Mcintosh's Indians 
were discharged; and on the 11th of April the main 
body set out for St. Mark's, and after a rapid march 
of five days arrived at that place. 

It is foreign to our purpose to go into a history of 
what was denominated, at that time, the Arbutliiiot 
and Ambrister affair. The proceedings in relation 
to their trial were certainly of a very summary 
character, and they were put to death ; but whether 
as outlaws, spies, or pirates, we must leave to Gene- 
ral Jackson to decide. It is worthy of remark, how- 
ever, that the proceedings of the general in relation 
to these men were justified by the Congress of the 
United States and the Parliament of Great Britain. 
The Spanish government complained, but were 
silenced by the answer of Mr. Adams. 

At St. Mark's General Jackson received intelli- 
gence that some of the fugitive Seniinoles had 
escaped to West Florida. He, thereibre, after leav- 
ing a garrison in the fort, marched into ttie imme- 
diate neighborhood of Peusacola. The Spanish go- 
vernor remonstrated ; the general occupied the town, 
and the governor and garrison were obliged to take 
refuge in the fortress of Barrancas. (24tb of May.) 
The fort was now invested and bombarded till the 
27th of May, wlien it was surrendered to the United 
States. St, Augustine, tlie only reuiaimng Spanish 
■■irtress, being subsequently captured by Geueral 

E Tl . 
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Games, in obedience to Jackson's orders, the whole 
province was in the military possession of the United 
States; and the Seminole War had ended in the 
conquest of Florida. 

The diplomatic proceedings which followed this 
event, the temporary restoration of the province and 
its final cession, are matters which belong to the 
civil history of the United States. 

Subsequent events have made it pretty apparent 
that in this war the Seminoles were not all killed. 
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I Black Uawk, the Indian chief whose fame hob 
an recently so widely extended among us, was 
born on Rock River, in lUinoia, about the year 1767. 
His greiit-gmndfather was a chief by the name of 
Nanamakee, or Tliunder. Having, at the early age 
of fifteen, taken the scalp of an enemy, he waa 
admitted to the rank of a brave. A abort time 
afterwards he joined in a wjir-party against the 
Osages. and was greatly distinguished for his valor. 
On his return be was allowed to join in the scalp-^ 
^^^■B o£ t^ natioD. His reputation being 
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labliahed, he frequently led war-parties against 
le enemies of his tribe, and was in almost every 

successful. 

The treaty which had been made in 1804, by 
Governor Harrison, with the Sacs and Foxes, by 
which they ceded their lands east of the Mississippi, 
was executed by a few chiefs without the knowledge 
or consent of the nation. Therefore, when Fort 
Madison was erected by the Americana upon the 
Mississippi, these tribes expressed their dissatisfac- 
tion in an open manner, and even made au unsuc- 
iBsful attempt to cut off the garrison. 
In the mean while the territory of Illinois liiid 
been admitted into the Union and now formed a 
State, Emigrants poured in from all parts, and in 
a short time the territory occupied by the Sacs and 
Foxes was completely surrounded by the settlements 
of the white men. These soon began to commit 
outrages upon their red neighbors, in order to hasten 
their departure from the ceded territory. In 1S27, 
when these tribes were absent from their homes, en- 
;aged in hunting, some of the whites set fire to their 
Ilage, by which forty houses were consumed. The 
tndians said nothing concerning this disgraceful act, 
t, on their return, quietly rebuilt their dwellings. 
le whites also turned their cattle into the fields 
the Indians, by which means the corn was all 
Iden under foot and destroyed. 
The American government now determined to 
1 the lands occupied by these tribes of Indians, 
id they were accordingly advised to remove, 
ikuk, the chief, with a majority of the nation, 
determined to do so; but Black Hawk, with a party 
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wlikh he gained over to himself, resolved to remain, 
at all hazards. 

Meanwhile the whites committed greater acts of 
violence upon the Indians than before. The latter 
at last took up arms, and a war would certainly 
have taken place had not General Gaines, com- 
mander of the western division of the United States 
army, hastened to the scene of action. He held a 
council with the principal chiefs, in which it was 
agreed that the nation should instantly remove. 
They accordingly crossed the river and settled on ita 
western bank. 

The majority of the Indiana were on peaceable 
terms with the United States, But Black Hawk 
and his band determined to return to Illinois, alleg- 
ing that they had been invited by the Pottawatomies, 
residing on Rock River, to spend the summer with 
them and plant corn on their lands. 

Accordingly, they crossed the Mississippi and pro- 
ceeded towards the country of the Pottawatomies. 
They did not attempt to harm any one upon the 
road. The traveller passed by them without receiv- 
ing any injury, and the inmates of the lowly hut 
experienced no outrage. Thus they continued, and, 
without doubt, no violence would have been com- 
mitted by tliem had not the whites been the first 
to shed blood. Five or six Indians who were in 
advance of the party were all captured and put to 
death by a battalion of mounted militia, except one 
who made his escape. The one who escaped brought 
the news to Black Hawk, who immediately deter- 
mined to he revenged. He tberetbre planned ao 
utscade- into which the militia were enticed. On 
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'leceiving the fire of the Indians they became 
panic-struck, and fled in disorder, with the loaa of 
14 men. 

The Indians, now that the war was begun, deter- 
mined to do all the mischief in their power. They 
■accordingly divided into small parties, proceeded in 
different directions, and fell upon the settlements 
which were at that time thinly scattered over a 
greater portion of Illinois. Here they committed 
such outrages that the whole State was in the 
greatest excitement. Governor Reynolds ordered 
out 2000 additional militia, who, on the 10th of 
June, assembled at Hennepin, on the IllinoiB River, 
and were soon engaged in pursuit of the Indians. 

On the 20th of May, 1832, the Indians attacked 
a small settlement on Indian Creek, and killed 15 
persons, besides taking considerable plunder. On 
the 14th of June 5 persons were killed near Galena. 
General Dodge, being in the neighborhood, marched 
with 30 of his mounted men immediately in search 
of them. When he had gone about three miles, he 
discovered 12 Indians, whom he supposed to be the 
party that had committed the murders, and he en- 
tered into the pursuit with great spirit. The Indians 
made for a swamp, in which they immediately took 
shelter. The whites rushed in after them, and soon 
met them. No resistance was madej every Indian 
was killed, and their scalps were taken off and borne 
away in triumph- 
Meanwhile General Atkinson was pursuing Black 
Hawk, whose camp was near the Four Lakes. In- 
stead of crossing the country, to retreat beyond the 
Mississippi, as was expected, he descended the Wis- 
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main, to escape in that direction ; by which means 

eneral Dodge came upon his trail and commenced 

vigorous pursuit. 
On the 21st of July, Dodge, with about 200 men, 
besides Indians, came up with Black Hawk, on the 
Wisconsin, forty miles from Fort Winnebago. The 
whites came upon the Indians just as they were 
about to cross the river. After a short engagement 
the Indians retreated ; and, it being dark, the whites 
could not pursue them without disadvantage to 
themselves. Black Hawk's party, it is supposed, 
it about 40 men in this encounter. 
The Indians were now in a truly deplorable con- 
dition ; several of them were greatly emaciated for 
want of food, and some even starved to death. In 
their pursuit of them before the battle the whites 
round several of their number lying dead on the 

lad. Yet were they not altogether dispirited, and 

ley resolved to continue hostilities as long as they 

■ere able. 
In the affair which we have just related, a 
squaw, the wife of a warrior called Big Lake, was 
taken prisoner. From her the whites learned that 
Black Hawk intended to proceed to the west side of 
the Mississippi, above Prairie-du-Chien ; those having 
horses were to strike across the country, while the 
Others were to proceed by the Wisconsin. A great 

any of these latter were taken prisoners on the 
id by the whites. 

Several circumstances now transpired to prevent 
the escape of the main body under Black Hawk. 
The first was his falling in with the " Warrir " 
ateamboat, (August I.) just as he wa? »t*M! 
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cross (he Mississippi. Oa this occasion the chief i.'i 
not wish to fight, but to escape. He displayed tw 
white flags, and about 150 of his men came to the^ 
river without arms, making signs of submission. 
But J. Throckmorton, the commander of the boat, 
either could not or would not understand their sig- 
nals: he gave orders for bis men to fire upon them, 
» which they did ; the lire was returned, but without 
doing any damage. The engagement lasted for 
fibout an hour, when the wood of the steamboat 
began to fail, and it proceeded to tlie Prairie. In 
tliis battle the Indians had 23 men killed, besides a 
great many wounded; wEiile the whites had none 
killed and only one wounded. 

On the next day Atkinson's army came up with 
Black Hawk, after having encountered many incon- 
veniences and dangers in the march. He imme- 
diately formed his troops in order of battle and 
(attacked the Indians. However, lest some should 
escape up or down the rivei, Atkinson had ordered 
Penerals Alexander and Posey to form the right 
wing of the army and march down to the river 
above the Indian encampment on the bank, and 
then move down. The battle now commenced, and 
lasted for about three hours. The Indians fought 
with desperation, and disputed the ground with the 
greatest valor. Tliey were, however, finally obliged 
to retreat. Their loss in killed and wounded 
amounted to about 200, while that of the Americima 
was but 27. 

This action may be considered as the finishing- 
stroke of the war, altliough Black Hawk made his 
escape. From thiii time Black Hawk's men con- 
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tinually deserted him and went over to the whites. 
Finally, the warrior himself came in and surrendered 
to the agent at Privirie-du-Chien. On this occasion 
he made a speech, in which he said that he regretted 
his being obliged to close the war so soon without 
having given the whites much more trouble ; that 
he had done nothing of which he had any reason to 
be ashamed ; that an Indian who was as bad as the 
white men would not be allowed to live in their 
communities ; and ended with the following words : — 
" Farewell, my nation ! Black Hawk tried to save 
you and revenge your wrongs. He drank the blood 
of some of the whites. He has been taken prisoner, 
and his plans are stopped. He can do no more. He 
is near his end. His sun is setting, and he will rise 
no more. Farewell to Black Hawk." 

Black Hawk was now taken to Washington, where 
he had an interview with the President. He was 
then conducted through the principal Atlantic cities 
and received everywhere with the most marked 
attention and hospitality. He was then set at 
liberty and returned to his nation. He died on the 
3d of October, 1838, at hia village on the Des Moinea 
Biver. 




SECOND SEMINOLE WAR. 
This war broke out in the summer of 1835. and, 
(to the disgrace of the Government, lasted eight 
yenrs. General Clinch, with 250 regulars and 650 
rFlorida militia, had the chief command at first; and 
I iu December, 1835, Major Dade's detachment was 
entirely' deBtroyed by the Indiana. 

Generals Gaines, Scott, and Jessup, were in turn 
intrusted with the conduct of the war; but none of 
them succeeded in bringing (he enemy to a decisive 
engagement. The Inpt-named commander resorted 
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to A stratagem to gain possession of the master-spirit 
among the Seraiiioles. 

Oaceola was known to be a brave and sagnciouft; 
warrior, and was at this time the principal chieC 
He was viewed as the great director of all the hotiitile 
bands of Seminole warriors. It was deemed, thero. 
fore, a great achievement by the American general 
to get bim into bis power. General Jeesup found 
means to communicate to the Indians that it was' 
bis wish to have the chiefs come in and bold a talk, 
in order to come to some agreement. White flage 
were displayed on the fort. On the 20th of October, 
1837, Osceola, accompanied by other chiefs and a 
few warriors, came in, agreeably to the invitation. J 
He, carrying a white flag in bis hand and relying on j 
the honor of the commanding general, put himself 
in his power; but, instead of being received as waa 
expected, tbey were immediately surrounded by 
bayonets, made prisoners, and confined in the fort. 
Whether General Jessup waa alone accountable fbi 
this act of treachery, or whether lie acted undei 
orders from the President, is not known ; but, thi 
Government having afterwards approved of the mea 
sure, it became a national act, 

Osceola was kept there a prisoner for some time.^ 
when be was, by order of the Government, conveyed ' 
under a strong guard to Sullivan Island, in thai 
harbor of Charleston, S.C, and confined in the fortJ 
His proud and independent spirit could not bear th^ 
confinement, and be gradually pined away and diedf 
in prison. Thus fell another brave Indian cbieftainj 
I not in fair fight, but in a manner that will ever be g 

^^H Btifjma upon our national honor. ■ 
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^^B Other chiefs were kidnapped in the same treacFie- 

^^rous manner; but, severe as the loss must have been 

to the Indians, it did not apjiear to discourage them. 

The war was still carried on, by those who were left, 

in a desultory manner. The ranks of the Indians 

: said to have been filled up by runaway slavea 

tnd some of the Creek Indians who had not yet 

i Georgia. 




, On the 24th of December, 1837, Colonel Taylor 
nicceeded in bringing the Indians to a general en- 
|;gagement at Okeechobee. The action was a severe 
|<one, and continued from half-past twelve until after 
Ithree p.m., a part of the time very close and severe, 
I The troops suffered rauch> having 26 killed and 112 
Lvounded, aniong whom were some of the most 
j^'Bluable otBcers. The enemy probably suffered 
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to a stratagem to gain possesHion of the niaater-eplnt 
among tlie Seminoles. 

Oseeola was known to be a brave and sagiicious 
warrior, and was at this time the principal chief. 
He was viewed aa the great director of all the hostile 
bands of Seminole warriors. It was deemed, there- 
fore, a great achievement b_j' the American general 
to get him into his power. General Jessup found 
means to communicate to the Indians that it was 
his wish to have the chiefs come in and hold a talk, 
in order to come to some agreement. White flags 
were displayed on tiie fort. On the 20th of October, 
1837, Osceola, accompanied by other chiefs and a 
few warriors, came in, agreeably to the invitation. 
He, carrying a white flag in his hand and relying on 
the honor of the commanding general, put himself 
in his power J but, instead of being received as was 
expected, they were immediately surrounded by 
bayonets, made prisoners, and confltied in the fort. 
Whether General Jessup was alone accountable for 
this act of treachery, or whether he acted under 
orders from the President, is not known ; but, the 
Government having afterwards approved of the mear 
sure, it became a national act. 
LOaceola was kept there a prisoner for some time, 
len he was, hy order of the Government, conveyed 
der a strong guard to Sullivan Island, in the 
cr of Charleston, S.O., and confined in the fort, 
■oud and independent spirit could not bear the 
ment, and he gradually pined away and died 
ion. Thus fell another brave Indian chieftain, 
I (air fight, but in a manner that will ever be j 
i upoa our national honor. 
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previous to May, 1841, when the conduct of the wai 
was intrusted to Colonel Worth, Sickness among 
the men impeded his operations, but he was soon 
able to compel the surrender of several considerable 
detiichments of hostile Indians ; and, on the 19th 
of April, 1842, he succeeded in compelling a large 
body of Indians to fight at a place called Palaklak- 
laha. The result, as might have been anticipated, 
was a complete defeat of the enemy, which was soon 
after followed by the surrender of one of the leading 
chiefs of the Indians. with his band. 

The Florida War was not yet ended. Even before 
Worth left the territory hoBtilitiea had recom- 
menced at San Pedro. The exasperation and 
chagrin of the inhabitants broke forth into load 
murmurs against the Government and the army. 
Colonel Vose was ordered to take the field imme- 
diately, and another series of negotiations, skir- 
mislies, butcheries, and liollow truces, ensued. The 
details might well fatigue, but could not please or 
instruct, the reader. It may be sufficient to know 
that, in November, Colonel Worth, lately breveted 
brigadier-general, resumed the command ; that a 
few more chiefs were captured, a few driven into 
the everglades, and a few decoyed and afterwards 
retained; that several hundred Indians, desolate, 
friendless, and heart-broken, were despatclied to the 
West; that the military force was now reduced and 
now augmented, according as the war-tern perauieut 
dictated the thermometer-like policy; and that No- 
vember, 1843, has generally been regarded as the 
time when this whole affair, dignified by the ap- 
pellation of a national contest, may be supposed to 




COMMENCEMENT OF THE MEXICAN WAR, 
AND BATTLES OF PALO ALTO AND EE- 
SACA DE LA PALMA. 

In 1844 General Taylor was appointed to the 

iinmand of the aniiy of observation in Texas. His 

march from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande i» a 

narration of wonderful and romantic events. The 

great American desert was to be crossed, where all 

vegetation is stunted and every river and lake 

filled with salt water. Here and there dense prickly 

tjwars, green and beautiful in the distance, mocked 

itiie eye with the appearance of cultivation and 

)lenty. Then streams, cold and clear, caused the 

lood to thrill through the veins of the exhausted 

ildiera; but the waters were salt and loathsome, 

id on tasting them the troops looked upon each 

lotlier with fearful foreboding. Drooping with thirst 
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and weariness, the atrny moved over tlie burning 
sand, their feet parched and blistered with the heat 
and their cattle droppinj^ at every step. Men who 
subsequently faced death with alacrity now grew 
Mill and melancholy; and their unechoing tread 
seemed like the muffled march to a funeral. 

But at length their sufferings terminated. They 
emerged from the desert, and far in the distance a 
white line was observed glittering in the sun. "Fresh 
water" was spoken with startling energy, and, as 
though accelerated by a superhuman impulse, every 
man sprung onward. Nearer and nearer they drew, 
until the waves could be di&tinctly recognised spark- 
ling in the distance. Now their eagerness became 
uncontrollable. Sweeping along in rapid marches, 
the troops reached the brink, dashed down their 
arras and equipments, and rushed in headlong. It 
was a moment when discipline yields to necessity; 
and General Taylor exulted and revelled with his 
troops as the commonest soldier. 

On the 2Sth -of March the American flag was 
waving on the banks of the Rio Grande. Round 
their national banner the weary troops sat down to 
enjoy once more the luxury of rest. They had 
crossed streams and deserts, forded rivers, endured 
hardships of hunger, tliirst, fatigue, and heat, had 
captured Point Isabel and established there a mili- 
tary depot. The limit of their authority was reached, 
and they now sat down on the great rive?- to await 
the commencement of hostilities or an urfler toT^- 
tuni home. 

The death of Colonel Cross, and subsequently ol, 

Butenaut Porter, roused tlte army from its secui 
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Then Captain Thornton with his command was cap- 
tured, and immediately after the Mexicans, grown 
bold hy success, crossed the Rio Grande and spread ■ 
themselves along the neighboring plains. Spies 
were sent out from the American fort; but one I 
one they returned, with the information that crowii 
were still crostting and that ail communication witfi 




I 



Point Isabel was cut off. A period dark and try. 
ing was settling over the array. They were d* 
prived of all communication with the govemnaent c 
their main depot, and surrounded by a hostile army 
nft.ny times superior to themselves. Yet not for onfl 
moment did they despond. Confident that the mottg 
of their leader was "Victory or Death," they leaned 
upon him as a strong pillar, and felt that there wai 
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that in his genius nnd finnneBs which miist finally 
insure euccess. Nor was this confidenise diminiBhed 
when Captain Walker, of the Enngei-s, arrived at the 
fort, after eecaping innumerable dangers, and re- 
ported the critical condition of Point Isabel, 

Aware of the importance of reopening his com- 
munication, the general left his fort on the lat of 
May for the purpose of cutting his way to Point 
Isabel. Strange to say, he reached it in safety, re- 
plenished hifl stores, recruited his army, and set out 
(May 7) on his return. That night the troops slept 
on the open plain, and early on the following morn- 
ing recommenced their solitary march. At noon 
they reached a wide prairie, flanked by pools of 
fresh water and bounded in the distance by long 
rows of chapparal. In front of the latter were drawn 
up in battle-array 6000 Mexicans, in one unbroken 
line a mile in length. It was a thrilling sight. Long 
rows of bayonets glittering in the sunbeams, together 
with the lances of the horsemen and hundreds of 
pennants and national Sags, formed a spectacle 
brilliant and exciting. Undaunted by the over- 
whelming numbers of their adversaries, each soldier 
forgot the fatigues of the journey and pressed for- 
ward with the highest enthusiasm. Nearer and 
i.earer the armies approached, until but six hundred 
yai-ds intervened between them. Then suddenly a 
roar like thunder shook the ground, and volumes of 
smoke burst from the batteries to the Mexican left 
and rolled away in the diHtance. Battery after bat- 
tery followed in rapid succession, till the ground 
rocked and trembled, the whole field was denst; with 
smoke, and the ballt^ tore up the earth and grass in 
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whirling friigmeiits. Fur a few ininat«« tbtti 
a pause, Hnd the Aniericiui» placed their gmuinh 
iery. Tliis done, the action coinraenced in 
Ringgold, Duncan, and Churchill eustoinii^ till 
whole force of the eiiem_)'8 fire. At every dischufll 
of these gallant cannoneers the Mexican i 
reeled to and fro, while scores sunk down in n 
mafises beneath the tread of their coinpaniuiis. 
rattlingof artiller^'-wagonsas they swept todiSaitf>l 
stations, the galloping of horses and rushiDg of a 
men, the shouts of command and moans of tb I 
dying, mingled fearfully over that solitary plain. I 
Dismayed by the havoc of lii» cavalry, the Mexicai 
general collected their scattered fragments and e 
pared for a charge. At this movement the tU 
and fifth infantry regiments, who had hitherto t 
no part in the battle, were ordered forward to i 
the enemy. But the huge masses bore on i 
tremendous fire from the third regiment, assisted I 
Kidgely's guns, until they arrived at the fifth. Tl 
was formed into a square to support Lieuteua 
Kidgely. That brave ofiicer planted his guns ui tl 
L very front of the lancers, and rode from rank to r 
jamid showers of balls and bullets. Hts horse ie 
[ dead; and fourothers, maddened with the smoke a 
1 uproar, plunged headlong before the muzzles of th 
f cannon and directly between the two armies. Thei 
was a moment of sickening dread, for without hon 
the artillery would be unmanageable. In the vest 
' Ridgely sprang forward and drew the animals to| 
L their stations. A pealiug shout iollowed this dariuj 
nsctton, echoed by roars of artillery and the hurry 
■ingf of the enemy's retreat. At this uucertali 
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loment Colonel Twiggs came down on them with 
the third infantry, supported hy Mujor Ringgold, 
Heavy balla crushed through their crowded columns, 
mowing down whole regiments and piling man and 
steed in one long black line of death, 

While the cavalry were breaking before our artil- 
lery, the prairie grass became ignited, and in a few 




moments the stirring spectacle of a prairie on fire 
was added to the more terrible one of a battle. 
Tliick masses of smoke rose between the two armies, 
hiding them from each other and from the light of 
the sun, Gradnally the work of death slackened, 
until at last silence brooded once more over the 
plain, interrupted only by the crackling of flames 
or an occasional command. 

But the cessation was only temporary. Under 
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cover of the darkness, each army fonned a new line 
of battle, and after an hour's interraission the action 
pecominenced. The appetite for blood, the darker 
passions uf human nature, had been aroused ; and 
now miin t<aw his brother and compiuiion fall bj his 
Bide, or heard from every tjuarter the i<hrieks of suf- 
fering wretches, witli scarcely one feeling of com- 
punction. The artillery led the battle; and both 
■Armies fuught with a heroism rarely surpassed in the 
Blii»tory of American warfare. In the very midst of 
fit, one man rode along the van of our tnxips on a 
trhite horse and exhorted them to duty. At sight 
of him wild shouts of exultation rose above the 
Bflhock of contending armies, and each soldier forgot 
hat he was rioting in blood and danger. 
No man sustained the honor of his country better 
Itm that day than did Major Ringgold. The very 
leoul of the artillery- force, he watched with thrilling 
nterest the effect of every gun, and saw with the 
|>Tide of a soldier tbe terrible havoc in the enemy's 
V ranks. His calm, collected bearing and chivalric 
bravery were the admiration of every beholder. 
Yet he was to shine but for a moment. Death had 
marked him as its victim and fixed the dear price 
, of his glory. While superintending the eighteen- 
I pounders, a cannon-ball struck his right thigh, passed 
kcompletely through the ehoulders of his hui'se and 
lout through hia left thigh, tearing away all the 
fzuuscles that opposed its course. 

The last charge of the cavalry was met by Captain 
I Duncan's battery, assisted by the 8th infantry and 
iKer's dragoons. liefore the fire of these companies 
Itbe horsemen fell back in confused masses, and the 
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day was won. Night brought repose to toe weary 
Boldiers, who sniik upon the field in their equip- 
ments, while the artillerists lay down beside their 
pieces. 

Thus one batlle was won ; hut another, more dark 
and dreadful, and which was to drive the Mexican 
from Texas forever, was in reserve for the following 

(day. At four o'clock in the afternoon (May 9) the 
Americans arrived in front of a deep gorge known 
fts the Reeaca de la Palma, flanking tlie road on each 
side and covered with impenetrable chapparal of 
prickly pear, Spanish needle, and other thorny plants. 
Here the legions of Mexico had concealed their 
. forces and were awaiting the arrival of their op- 
I ponents. Heavy batteries were posted in the gorge 
BO ae to rake the road from both sides, while the 
infantry should, at the same time, employ their 
musketry from the chapparal. The cavalry were 
stationed so as to support the rest of the army and 
K act according to emergencies. 

* About four o'clock quick discharges of musketry 
were heard in the direction of the chapparal. The 
battle had begun. A party of skirmishers had en- 
gaged some Mexican cavalry, and, after retreating a 
short distance, rallied, and in turn drove back their 
opponents. Meanwhile the main army moved 
, towards the gorge at a rapid march, eager to finish 
ttihe work commenced at Palo Alto. Eiding through 
Ptheir columns, the commander exhorted each man to 
' prepare ibr the approaching struggle and complete 
the miiasure of thi-ir worth and glory. Shouts of 
gratitude and exultation gave assurance that his 
Ktrords were not idly spoken. Every eye flashed, 
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every bosom heaved, with the intensity of exate> 

ment; and the hurrying tread announced that very 
soon the two armies would again face each other in 

(morial strife. 

At length, when near the Bepaca, the Mexican 
artillery broke forth in dis{;hai^ces which echoed and 
re-ecbo«d along the gorge and ploughed up the 
ground and rocks in every direction. The troops 
immediately halted. Then one regiment after 
another moved towards the ravine, regardless of the 
iron shower that hailed around and above them. In 

i advance of all wa^ Lieutt^uant RIdgely, whose batr 
teries poured forth uninterrupted discharges of shot 
and canister. Closely following were the heavy 
columns of the 8th infantry, succeeded by the re- 
mainder of the array. For thirty minutes the 
artillerists stood between the opposing forces, while 
the balls dashed and bounded and whistled around 
them and the waitings of mangled companions rung 
;n their ears. The cavalry dashed upon them until 
horses almost leaped upon the cannon ; yet they 
ialtered not. Throwing aside all superfluous clothing, 
grim with smoke and powder, and sweltering in the 
burning sun, these heroes stood hand to baud with 
death, and, amid blood and uproar and thuuder, 
wrenched victory from the enemy. Their leader 
managed a gun with bis own hand, like the com- 
monest soldier, and refused to mount bia horse until 
tlie cavalry were broken. 

A shout, terrible to the Mexicans, rang from the 
American troops on beholding this retreat, and a 
pursuit immediately commenced. Batteries groaning 
with heavy cannon were wheeled into action, and 
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opened upon the Araericatia. Clamor and misery 
followed their course ; but still our troops pressed 
forward. Then the flash of thousands of mnskets 
burst forth from the chapparal, which seemed as a 
wall of hving fire. Whole companies sunk down 
beneath the feet of their companions, and the artil- 
lery was almost dismantled. Still the soldiers 
advanced. The bursts of artillery, the roar of mus- 
ketry, and shouts of command, formed a scene 
incapable of description. But, dashing through 
death and horror, our troops reached the thicket 
and sprang forward to the fierce trial of the bayonet. 
Suddenly all noise was hushed save that sickening 
one whose short, quick sound chills the blood, — the 
grating of bayonet with bayonet as they leap sternly 
at opposing bosoms. Then there was another shout: 
the chapparal was gained. 

Sure of victory, the troops now attempted to drivg 
the Mexicans from their batteries. But here their 
progress was arrested. Manned by the Tarapico 
veterans, and commanded by the brave La Vega, 
these guns swept down every thing before them and 
covered the retreat of the infantry. At the same 
time the cavalry prepared for another charge. 

Perceiving that nothing decisive could be accom- 
plished while the Mexicans retained these guns, 
General Taylor ordered Captain May to charge them 
with his dragoons. That order was welcome. As 
the captain rode back to his command, each eye was 
bent upon him with an almost agonizing expression. 
"Men," he exclaimed, "follow!" and instantly that 
troop were plunging towards the rocks of the Reaaca. 
Ou they swept, like some living thunderbolt, until 
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vbey rearhL-d Colonel Ridgcly, bv vbom they 
baited till be had drawn the enemy's fire. Then 
tiiose fiery liur«.'nien, with their anns bored to tbe 
uhnulder and tiielr sabres glittering in the 

pt on tuwardB the opposing batteries. Gnm and 
lilcnt, the cnetuy awaited their approach, with the 
ignited ma.tc\ies close to the cannon. Nearer and 
Dearer tbe dragoons approached ; it seemed like 
mocking death, — one of those terrible moments irfaen 
tbe mind dares not think. A roar like thooder 
broke the suspense, and eighteen horses, with seren 
men, rsared and screamed and fell dead. Lieor 
tenant Sackett was thrown into tbe midst of the 
enemy ; Lieutenant Inge was shot through the 
throat. But naugljt could stop the survivors. Leap- 
ing ou tbe bre;iclieH of the ciinnoii, they overthrew 
the cannoneers and drove back tbe Tampico regi- 
qient with their sabres. These were repulsed but a 
loment; tliey rubbed back to their stations, seized 
'ilie horseii' bridleu, and Ibugbt hand to band with 
the riders. Again they were rolled back, and again 
returned, climbing over heaps of their fallen com-' 
panions and planting their standard by tbe principal 
battery. La Vega, their general, black with the 
filth of battlo, stood among hia fallen heroes and 
called the suy\'ivorH to their posts. Nobly did they 
second his call, and closed about him like a wall of 
ii-on. But, conct^ntrating his force, May again rushed 
on them, breaking their ranks and capturing La 
Vega himself. Slowly and sullenly that sliattered 
'band left their guns. Tearing tbe flag from ita 
ptttlF, one of theai wrapped it around his body and 
■tteniiited to ew-ape, but, weary and wounded, fell 
" wn tliWUi'h IftiB of ' vjaa <;a^V\«e.4„ 
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STORMING OF MONTEREY. 

Afteb refreshing his troops and receiving rein- 
forcements, General Taylor marched for Monterey, 
in the neighborhood of wliich lie arrived on the 19th 
of September. 

On the 2l8t this strong city wan attacked at two 
stations by the main army, while General Worth 
led a division against the forts on a neighboring 
hill. The details of this fearful struggle are a 
series of rapid movements, brilliant assaults, and 
chivalric combats. Generals Twiggs and Butler, 
Colonel May's dragoons, and the Texas volunteers, 
became involved between three fires directed against 
them from strongly-built forts. Here, hour after 
hour, they stood in the jaws of death, while the old 
town rocked with the thunder of artillery, — com- 
panions dropping on every side and the balls ringing 
and whistling in showers around them. High over 
the scene of slaughter May and Twiggs were heard 
exhorting their heroes to the charge; while Butler's 
troops, sweeping on with the bayonet, overthrew the 
opposing cavalry and rushed almost to the guns of 
the fort. But Mexico saw her danger, and, calling 
all her troops around, prepared to meet it. At each 
burst of lurid tlame the balls broke and crushed tlie 
living masses, until our companies were cojapletely 
In gloomy rage the Iroo'pa ■««& \nm: 
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K^he bloody Bcene, while the shouts of exulting Mexi- 

f cans rent the air. 

But the triumph of (he latter was short. Captain 
Backus, having climbed upon a tannery near the 
fort, poured into it a deadly fire of musketry. Be- 

Ifore the astonishment attending this unexpected 
attack had subsided, General Quitman descended 
upon it like a torrent, leaped the embrapures, wheeled 
tound the cannon, and drove off the Mexicans with 
ttie bayonet. 
Now the battle recommenced with renewed fury. 
^Exasperated by their lose, the Mexicans launched 
from thirty heavy cannon an avalanche of liquid 
fire that tore up massive stones and bulwarks and 
scattered them into the air like leaves in autumn. 
Whole sections melted under this appalling shower, 
and General Butler was wounded and retired from 
the field. The rapid charges of Colonel Garland 
against the second fort were unsuccessful, and the 
command was withdrawn to the captured station. 

About this time a body of lancers wound slowly 
round the wall of the city, towards the battery op- 
posite the citadel. At seeing them Captain Bragg 
galloped forward, and, by a few well-directed chains, 
drove them back with loss. 

On the 23d a grand attack was made upon all the 

• Mexican stations. Maddened by heavy losses, the 
American Rangers burst into the houses, tore the 
skirmishers from the windows, and bored through 
the side walls towards the central plaza. The dull 
sound of the pickaxe contrasted strangely with 
those terrible reports which were shaking earth and 
^^■^r and crushing the haughtiest buildings. Streeta 
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«nd squares were thua psisaed until tbe troops were 
m the vicinity of the principal piaza. Here they 
halted, issued from the houses, and coramenced a 
cannonade. This renewed the general action. Soon 
the walls of the great catiiedral were observed to 
totter, and at length, with an awful crash, a portion 
fell inwards. A wild shout arose from the assail- 
ante, the cannon ceased for one moment, and then, 
dimly borne over the tumult, came the wail of suf- 
fering anguish. A roar of artillery succeeded, as 
lough death were ashamed that its work should be 
wn. Until near sunset our troops toiled and 

jht and wrestled for the victory, although op- 
posing a securely-intrenched foe of three tiroes their 
number. TLey were then withdrawn to await the 
arrival of General Worth's division. 

This officer, after capturing the Bishop's Palace 
and other redoubts, had entered the city and pene- 
trated towards the square on the side opposite General 
Taylor. Night, however, closed the scene of carnage, 
and both armies prepared for a final struggle on the 
ensuing day. 

On the 24th proposals for a capitulation were re- 
ceived from the Mexican General Ampudia, and 
negotiations ensued which resulted in a surrender 
of the city and public stores to the army of General 
Taylor, The enemy marched into the interior on 
parole, the officers and soldiers retaining most of 
their arms, together with a battery of artillery. 




BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA. 

BuENA Vista is a email village about seven miles 
south of Saltillo. At aome distance from it is the 
deep gorge of Angostura, surrounded by rocks, hills, 
and ravines, and holding the key of a position which, 
for defensive warfare, ia perhaps not surpassed by 
any other on the continent. Here, with his little 
army of 5000 men, General Taylor waited for 21,000 
under the best general in Mexico. It was a brilliant 
iight to behold that host stretching over the distant 
hills in hurried march fo the scene of slaughter. 
Far as the eye could reach, infantry, cavalry, and 
artillery Bashed in the morning aun and shaded all 
the plain. Then they scattered in every direction, 
arranging their artillery, moving into line, and 
cboosing etfi' 'hii nttai'k- lu the afteruouu 
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a party of lancers wound round rhe heights to the 
left of the American position, with the intention of 
making a charge. They were followed by some 
infantry companies and one of artillery, who com- 
menced an attack in that quarter. The noise of 
cannon sounded strangely along those solitary cliffs, 
and the echoes bounded from one to the other ns 
though in playful mockery. Considerable skihnisb- 
ing took place, and the troops of both armies 
manoeuvred till night. 

Scarcely had daylight appeared in the east on- the 
23d of September, 1846, than the trampling of men, 
the gallop of horses, and the roar of cannon, told 
that the fearful drama was opening. Reinforced 
during the night, the enemy now poured upon our 
left a living mass that seemed clad in fire and steel. 
All along that moving, shouting mass, thouaands of 
muskets united their startling volleys, while a pall 
of smoke rolled along the rocky heights and hid 
the combatants from view. Yet, in that terrible 
moment, ere the excitement of contest had strung 
the nerves to indifference. Colonel Marshall beheld 
unmoved the rushings of an army, and, calling his 
little band around him, prepared for their charge. 
Gallantly did they wrestle for victory for three 
dreadful houns, till many a gallant form sank low 
and the sharp rocks ran red with human blood. 
When the sun arose the armies were rushing and 
rolling over the bloody plain, while high over all 
the din of war soared above the scene and rolled in 
broken echoes in the distance. 

Yet this was but the beginning of the fray. At 
eight o'clock one dense, deep column ca-wie via. va 
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steady moveinent against the American centre. The 
eye of Washington and his artillerists watched their 
movement aa he waited in stern silence their ap- 
proach. On they came, over rocks and ledges 
and ravines, rising and lowering as if the whole 
mass were gifted with one soul. They passed 
artillery-range, and a wild shout arose, — the fond 
anticipation of victory. Ere its tones had ebbed 
away another noise was heard, — the sound of death. 
From side to side of that living column the heavy 
balls ploughed their maddening way, sweeping dowa 
the young, the hrave, the ambitious, in weltering 
heaps. Then the thrilling cries of command, the 
••.losing of the severed ranks, and the onward tread, 
succeeded. But a second and a third time that 
dread battery poured ibrth, tearing and scattering 
the column like the sweep of a hurricane. Panio- 
struck, the lines rolled back; and, when another roar 
came forth, thousands sent up a yell of horror, and 
rushed back over groaning piles and flying masses, 
leaving behind them their bleeding, dying comradsH. 

With grief and dismay the Mexican general 
beheld the i-out of this column, and prepared to 
redeem it. Under cover of the rocks, his cavalry 
and a large infantry force united in one body and 
issued forth to assault the left wing. This had been 
the first point of attack, and was now reinlbrced by 
the Illinois and Indiana regiments and the artillery 
of Captain O'Brien. 

Riding along hia lines. General Lane pointed to 
the coming hosts and called on each man to re- 
member that he was an American. Throwing the 
artillery rapidly forward, he ordered the second 
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Indiana regiment to support it, and, placing himself 
by the soldiers of Illinois, watclied the progress of 
his foe. They came in massive column, certain of 
victory, shouting as though in pursuit. Then the 
battle opened. Every eye waa fixed upon this 
quarter, and many a brave heart, who all that morn- 
ing had toiled amid blood and death, now grew sick 
at the anticipated result. Sweeping through the 
heavy Mexican phalanx, the shot mowed down 
whole columns and levelled the cavalry like an 
Alpine storm; yet sternly the lines closed, and, with- 
out giving a glance at the wounded, pressed on. 
Then another road opened ; swords and mangled 
masses flew in the air, and scores of horses rolled 
over each other in death. Yet now the blood of 
Mexico was aroused. With pale, compressed lips, 
and eyes that flashed fire, they spumed the dead 
beneath their feet and pressed forward. The Ame- 
rican force began to melt at their approach, and the 
artillery was surrounded with the dead. But, sweep- 
ing over the field through death and smoke. General 
Lane urged his troops to be 6rm ; while O'Brien, 
leaping from his horse, seized a gun, and, though the 
balls leaped and whistled around him, kept tlie 
artillerists to their guns. Now a horse would plunge 
and fall dead; then a ball would tear a comrade from 
his side and sweep amid the supporting infantry. 
Still the battle went on, rocking and thundering in 
the mountains and flaming along the plain tike the 
eruption of a volcano. 

But there was a page dark and unfortunate in this 

iale of glory. At this moment, when the energies of 

^Hu»' jnftH were r'^qu'red to insure victory, the Ii)- 
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'nt moved rapidly 
And comintmcpfl an in^Iiirioas i 
tlie ai^hl. rhe aTaff-iffiirerH gallfiptni acrom ti 
and, seizing th« rpgimentaicolur^, f;ilied q 
to remember their cwmrry. Hut the : 
vain. A few bmve ^•pirilJ» (ii»--n^Turt?d I 
firom tlie nia«i; but the rest left the Held I 
glorj to be won by worthier honda. 

Inspired by this success, the Mexicans pnaeivl 
ID exalting sboatii which drowned the hurry of Mil 
Sure of Tictot7, each la*cer tjme in his stinnBltl 
daabed down on the artillery in the fiercest luritl 
Yet th<»e gftlUnt few were undismayed. Exhauittii 

;tb incetwant labor, and deserted by their infitirtTi 
tbey bore up through danger and uproar until ei 
horse waa killed or wounded, and but a few i 
standing here and there, told where the compi 
bad been. Yet the stem captain refused to yield 
until hta soldient, lentt in number than the cannu 
lU into confusion. Tlien, remounting his wound* 
be Bollenly ordered a retreat : the next momei 
opposing cavalry dashed on the battery and hi 
guns were lost. 

But at that moment tbe shrill voice of Genen 
Wool came ringing over the field : — " Illinois, Illinotl 
rescue I" and then the fiery sons of the "" 
iling for conSict and revenge, opened their volleyi 
kctry. But that living avalanche was not to 
Hlopped. Then the MiHsiHsippiiins planted them- 
ivf» in the fntiil path and awaited the struggle. 
iU'oiiiid, farther Ihan sight could reach, borse- 
•irtillvry, and hifantry, were concentrating upon 
voted regiments. The wild blood danced 
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through every form, tind hope and fear* were in- 
tensely bent upon one point. Still the tftU form of 
Wool was seen gliding from compiiny to company, 
shouting that stirring appeal and filling every heart 
with fire. 

But before the charge another voice was heard, 
more thrilling, more potent, than tliat of Wool. 
Sweeping along on his white horse, General Taylor 
rode between the armies, while his name went up 
from three thousand voices, and each soul was wound 
to enthusiasm at the mighty shout. Before that wild 
battle-cry was over tlie Mexicans were towering 
upon our troops for the final struggle. Then Captain 
Bragg galloped into battery, and the nest moment 
thousands of rifles, muskets, and heavy ordnance, 
were scattering death amid opposing multitudes. 
The armies reeled to and fro under the dreadful dis- 
charges, while whole ranks sank down beneath their 
comrades' feet. The reputation of each nation, each 
general; each soldier, was at stake. Again and again 
the enemy were poured upon our ranks, and as often 
rolled back before the sliowers of iron hail that 
crushed and overwhelmed their columns. Sometimes 
there was a pause, and the moans of the dying and 
shrieks of the wounded rose on the air. Then the 
battling, the trampling and Bhouting, mingled in one 
horrible din and mounted up to heaven. Nobly did 
our troops do their duty. Every advance of the 
Mexicans waa met with unshaken fortitude, and 
each soldier fought as tliough victory rested with 
him. Broken and repulsed, the enemy commenced 
their disastrous retreat. Strewn over the l^iges 
and gullies, or piled in black masses, their dead and 
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hlt'd markfd the whole line of tlieir march. Yet 
:T these the tiTrified hincers rode, grinding them 
to the t'urth and completing whnt the artillery 
begun. Ranks were trodden down by their 
radea or whirled over the slippery rocks. Then 
;he^ buret among the infantry, overthrowing column 
after column and scattering the tiower of the army 
like chiifi*. On the shouting Americans poured, 
blighting those splendid companies with their terrible 
discharges and sweeping the entire field. Still the 
war-cry of Wool, the shout for Taylor, went up and 
urged the troops to pursuit. Far in advance of their 
companions, the Kentucky regiment, under Clay and 
McKee, pushed after the fugitives until they became 
entangled among the ravines and passes on the left. 
Seizing this favorable moment, the cavalry wheeled 
around and attacked tliese troops with their whole 
force, and the fearful work once more commenced. 
All day those gallant sons of Kentucky had toiled 
and fought; and now, pent up among rocky gorges 
and facing an entire army, they struggled on till 
night. Their colonels fell dead; but round their 
bodies the soldiers gathered and fought hand to hand 
with their cruel foe. But the contest was too un- 
equal. Back through the ravines where they had 
lately passed in triumphant pursuit they were now 
driven, and the day once more seemed lost. But 
artillery again met the enemy, drove them 
ik, and secured the victory. General Taylor had 
umphed. 

Overcome by exhaustion, the Americans sank 
Upon the field in their equipments, and night closed 
iU the scene of slaughter, Two thousand, friends 
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and foes, were already on the field, dead, dying, and 
wounded. Groans of agony, shrieks of pain, had 
succeeded to the thrilling shouts of the day, and 
were making night hideous. In the morning those 
mangled heaps were bounding and elastic with life ; 
now they were maimed forever. 

This great battle, by far the most remarkable of 
the war, was the last military achievement of Grene 
ral Taylor. 




► SIEGE OF VERA CRUZ. 

Soon after the commencement of actual hostilitiea 
between the United States and Mexico, Scott re- 
quested permission of Government to join General 
Tajlor with a large army and push forward for the 
enemy's capital. This was denied him, and he 
remained at Washington until November, Receiving 
orders to proceed to the seat of war, he embarked 
from New York, and reached the mouth of the Rio 
Grande, January 1, 1847. After mustering an 
army of nearly 12,000 men, part of them from 
General Taylor's force, he proceeded against the city 
and castle of Vera Cruz, the first object of hia cam- 
paign. The following graphic description of the 
landing of the troops and siege of the city is from 
the pen of an eye-witness : — 

" On the 5th day of March, 1847, while the Arae- 
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rican squadron was lying at Anton Liziirdo, a norther 
sprang up and commenced blowing with great vio- 
lence. The ships rolled and pitched, and tngged at 
tlieir anchors as if striving to tear them from their 
hold, while the sea was white with foam. About 
noon, General Scott'a fleet of transports, destined for 
the reduction of Vera Cruz, came like a great white 
i;loud bearing down before the etorm. The whole 
eastern horizon looked like a wall of canvas. Vessel 
after vessel came Hying in under reduced sail, until 
the usually quiet harbor was crowded with them. A 
perfect wilderness of spars and rigging met the eye 
at every turn ; and ibr five days all was bustle, 
activity, and excitement. Officers of the two ser- 
vices were visiting about from ship to ship; drums 
were beating, bands of music playing, and every 
thing told of an approaching conflict. 

"On the 10th the army were conveyed in huge 
surf-boats from the transports to the diflerent ship&- 
of-war, which immediately got under way for Vera 
Cruz. During the passage down to the city I was 
in the foretop of the United States sloop-of-war 
Albany, from which place I had a good view of all 
that occurred. It was a 'sight to seel' The tall 
ehips-yi-war sailing leisurely along under their top- 
sails, their decks thronged in every part with dense 
masses of troops, whose bright muskets and bayonets 
were flashing in the sunbeams, the jingling of spurs 
and sabres, the bauds of music playing, the hum of 
the multitude rising up like the murmur of the dis- 
tant ocean, the small steamers plying about, their 
decks crowded with anxious spectators, the long 
lines of surf boats towing astern of the ships, ready 
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forefop of the Albany, and, looking around me, a 
sublime but terrific sight my elevated perch pre- 
sented to the view. Some two hundred sail of 
vessels were lying immediately around ua, their 
tops, cross-trees, yards, shrouds, — every thing where 
R foothold could be obtained, — crowded with human 
beings, clustered like swarraing bees in midsummer 
on the trees, all intently watching the battle. I 
turned my eyes on shore. Jonathan had at last 
awakened from his slumber and had set to work in 
earnest. Bomb-ahella were fiying like hailstones 
into Vera Cruz from every quarter; sulphureous 
flashes, clouds of smoke, and the dull boom of the 
heavy guns, arose from the walls of the city in re- 
turn, while ever and anon a red sheet of flame 
would leap from the great brass mortars on the 
ramparts of the grira castle, followed by a report 
which fairly made the earth tremble. The large 
ships of the squadron could not approach near 
enough to the shore to participate in the attack 
upon the city without ex|K)aing them to the fire of 
the castle ; but all the gun-boats, small steamers, 
and every thing that could be brought to bear upon 
the enemy, were sent In and commenced blazing 
away: — a steady stream of fire, like the red glare of 
a volcano ! This state of things continued until 
sunset, when the small vessels were culled ofl"; but 
the mortars kept throwing shells into the devoted 
town the livelong night. I was watching them 
until after midnij^ht, and it was one of tlie most 
striking displays that I ever beheld. 

*'A huge black cloud of smoke hung like a pall 
Bttver the American arrny^ completely concealing it 
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h\tmtti w;0* u tM f/M;/)'ioiJh roar the Naval Battery 
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• **'iHy 'l*h<: (irni <*itr(h tn;rnhled fjeneath the di* 
^\m\\i}i mI lhi'N<t |>oiMl**rouH ^iJiiH, and the shot flew 
Hi \\\i\\ inlo Ihu iown, and were returned with 
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interest by the Mexicans. Their heavy guns were 
served with wonderful precision ; and almost every 

shot struck the little fort, burst open the eand-bags 
of which it Wits coj^structed, and covered our brave 
officers and men with a cloud of dust. Many shot 
and shell were thrown directly through the embra- 
sures; and, to use the expression of one of our old tarH 
who had been in several engagements, ' The red-akina 
handled their long thirty-twoa as if they had been 
rifles!' Several of our men and one officer had 
fallen; but the remainder of the brave fellows kept 
blazing away, while the forts and ramparts of the 
city began to crumble to the earth. This state of 
things continued until the 27th, the army throwing 
a constant shower of bombs into the city, aod the 
Naval Battery (manned daily by fivah officers and 
men) beating down the fortifications and destroy- 
ing every thing within its range, when a flag of 
truce was sent out with an ofibr, which was imme- 
diately accepted, of an unconditional surrender of 
the city of Vera Cruz and the castle of San Juan 
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BATTLE OF CEERO GORDO. 



General Scott remnined about two weeks at Vera 
Cruz and then set out for the capital. On the 17th 
of April he arrived at the pass of Cerro Gordo, where 
General Santa Anna was intrenched with 11,000 
men. On the same day Scott issued the following 
celebrated order : — 

" The enemy's whole line of intrenchments and 
bat teries will be attacked in front, and at the same 
> turned, early in the day to-morrow, — probably 
! ten o'clock a.m. 

second (Twig^'s's) division of regulars in 

dy advanced within easy turning-distance to 

"» the enemy's left. That division has orders to 

ffward before daylight to-morrow and take 
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up position acroBS the National Koad to the enemy's 
rear, so as to cut off a retreat towards Jalapa. It 
may be reinforced to-day, if unexpectedly attacked 
in force, by regiments one or two, taken from 
Shields'e brigade of volunteers. If not, the two 
volunteer regiments will march for that purpose at 
daylight to-morrow morning, under CrigHdier-Gei.e- 
ral Shields, who will report to Brigadier-General 
Twiggs on getting up with him, or the general-in- 
chief, if he be in advance. 

" The remaining regiment of that volunteer bri- 
gade will receive instructions in the course of this day. 

"The first division of regulars (Worth's) will fol- 
low the movement against the enemy's left at sun- 
rise to-morrow morning. 

"As already arranged, Brigadier-General Pillow's 
brigade will march at six o'clock to-morrow morning 
along the route he has carefully reconnoitred, and 
stand ready as soon as lie hears the report of arms 
on our right — sooner, if circumstances should favor 
him — to pierce the enemy's line of batteries at such 
point — the nearer the river the better — as he may 
select. Once in the rear of that line, he will turn to 
the right oi left, or both, and attack the batteries in 
reverse, or, if abandoned, he will pursue the enemy 
with vigor until further orders. 

" Wall's field-battery and the cavelry will be held 
in reserve on the National Eoad, a little out of view 
and range of the enemy's batteries. They will take 
up that position at nine -o'clock in the morning, 

" The enemy's batteries being carried or abun* 
doned, all our divisions and corps will pursue with 
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"Tliia pursuit may be conlinued many miles, un- 
til stopped by darkness or fortified positions towards 
Jalapft. Consequently the body of the army will 
not return to this encampment, but be followed to- 
moiTOw afternoon, or early the next morning, by 
the baggage-trains for the several corps. For this 
purpose the feebler officers and men of each corps 
will be left to guard his camp and effects and to load 
Bp the latter in the wagons of the corps. 

"Ab soon as it shall be known that the enemy's 
works have been carried, or that the general pursuit 
has been commenced, one wagon for each regiment 
and one for the cavalry will follow the movement, 
to receive, under the directions of medical officers, 
the wounded, who will be brought back to this place 
for treatment in the general hospital. 

" The surgeon-general will organize this important 
service and designate that hospital, as well as the 
medical officers to be left at that place. 

" Every man who marches out to attack or pursue 
the enemy will take the usual allowance of ammuni- 
tion, and subsistence for at least two days." 

This document is famous for its exact delineation 
of every movement of the battle, with one single ex- 
ception, the day before the action really took place. 
This is shown by the annexed report, written after 
the engagement : — 

The plan of attack sketched in General Ordeis 
No. Ill, herewith, was finely executed by this^gal- 
lant army before two o'clock p.m. yesterday. We 
are quite embarrassed with the results of victory, — 
prisoners of war, heavy ordnance, field-batteriea, 
small arms, and accoutrements. About 3000 mei| 
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laid down their arms, with the usual proportion of 
field and conipuny officers, besides five generals, 
several oftliem of great distinction, — Pinson, Jarrero, 
La Vega, Noriega, and Obando. A sixth genenil, 
Vasquez, was killed in defending the battery (tower) 
in the rear of the whole Mexican army, the capture 
of which gave us those glorious results. 

" Our loss, though comparatively small in num- 
bers, has been serious. Brigadier-General Shields, 
a commander of activity, zeal, and talent, ia, I fear, 
if not dead, mortally wounded. He ia some five 
miles from me at this moment. The field of opera- 
tions covered many miles, broken by mountains and 
deep chasms, and I have not a report, as yet, from 
any division or brigade. Twiggs's division, followed 
by Shields's (now Colonel Baker's) brigade, are now 
at or near Jalapa, and Worth's division is eti route 
thither, all pursuing, with good results, as I learn, 
that part of the Mexican anny — perhaps 6000 or 
7000 men — who fled before our right had carried the 
tower and gained the Jalapa road. Pillow's bri- 
gade alone is near me at this depot of wounded, 
sick, and prisoners; and I have time only to give 
from him the names of First Lieutenant P. B. Nelson 
and Second Lieutenant C. G. Gill, both of the 2d 
Tennessee foot, (Haskell's regiment,) among the 
killed, and in the brigade 106, of all ranks, killed 
or wounded. Among the latter the gallant brigadier- 
general himself has a smart wound in the arm, but 
not disabled, and Major E. Farqueson, 2d Tennessee 
foot. Captain H. F. Murray, Second Lieutenant G. 
T. Sutherland, First Lieutenant W. P. Hale, (adju- 
tant,) all of the same regiment, B(i\iivv\^ -, ■.isA'^Sx^ 
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Lieutenant W.Yearwood, mortally wounded. And 
I know, from personal observation on the ground, 
that First Lieutenant Ewell, of tlie Rifles, if not now 
dead, was mortally wounded, in entering, sword io 
hand, the intrenchments around the captured tower. 
Second Lieutenant Derby, topographical engineors, I 
also saw, at the same place, severely wounded j and 
Captain Patten, 2d United States infantry, lost hia 
right hand. 

" Major Sumner, 2d United States dragoons, was 
slightly wounded the day before, and Captain Johns- 
ton, topographical engineers, — now lieutenant-colo- 
nel of infantry, — was severely wounded some days 
earlier, while reconnoitring. 

" I must not omit to add that Captain Mason and 
Second Lieutenant Davis, both of the Rifles, were 
among the very severely wounded In storming the 
same tower. 1 estimate our total loss in kilted and 
wounded may be about 250, and that of the enemy 
350. In the pursuit towards Jalapa (twenty-6ve miles 
hence) I learn we have added much to the enemy's 
loss in prisoners, killed, and wounded. In fact, I 
suppose his retreating army to be nearly disorgan- 
ized, and hence my haste to follow in an hour or 
two to profit by events. 

"In this hurried and imperfect report I must not 
omit to say that Brigadier-General Twiggs, in pass- 
ing the mountain-range beyond Cerro Gordo, crowned 
with the tower, detached from his division, as I sug- 
gested before, a strong Jbrce to carry that height, 
which commanded the Jalapa road at the foot, and 
could not fail, if carried, to cut ofi' tlie whole or any 
part of the enemy's forces from a retreat in any 
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directitm A portion of the Ist artillery, under the 
often-disliiigtiished Brevet-Colonel Childa, the 3d in- 
fantry, undtir Captain Alexander, tlie 7th infantry, 
under Lieutenaiifr-ColonelPlymton, and the Eifles, un- 
der Major Loring, all under the temporary command 
of Colonel Harney, 2d dragoons, during the confine- 
ment to his bed of Brevet Brigadier-General P. F. 
Smith, composed that detachment. The style of 
execution, which I had the pleai^ure to witness, was 
most brilliant and decisive. The brigade ascended 
the long and difficult slope of Cerro Gordo, without 
shelter and under the tremendous fire of artillery 
and musketry, with the utmost steadiness, reached 
the breastworks, drove the enemy from thtm, planted 
the colors of Ibe 1st artillery, 3d and 7th infantry, 
— the enemy's flag still flying, — and, after some 
minutes of sharp firing, fiiiislied the conquest with 
the bayonet. 

" It is a most pleasing duty to say that the highest 
praise is due to Harney, Childs, Piymton, Loring, 
Alexander, their gallant officers and men, for this 
brilliant service, independent of the great results 
which soon followed. 

" Worth's division of regulars coming up at this 
time, he detached Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel C. F. 
Smith, with his light battalion, to support the assault, 
but not in time. The general, reaching the tower 
a few minutes before me, and observing a white flag 
displayed from the iieartst portion of the enemy to- 
wards the batteries below, sent out Colonels Ilnrney 
ami Childs to hold a parley. The surrender followed 
ill an hour or two. 
k " Major-Genenil Patterson Veft ». s\cV\ivv\ \» i! 



1 



i 



BATTLE-FIELDS ANI 

in the dangers and fatigues of the day, and, after the 
surrender, went forward to conimaiid the advanced 
forces towards Jalapa. 

"Brigadier-General Pillow and hie brigade twice 
assaulted with great daring the enemy's line of bat- 
teries on our left; and, though without success, they 
contributed much to distract and dismay their im 
mediate opponents. 

"President Santa Anna, with Generals Canalizo 
and Almonte, and some 6000 or 8000 men, escaped 
towards Jalapa just before Cerro Gordo was carried 
and before Twiggs's division reached the National 
Boad above. 

" I have determined to parole the prisoners, — o£B- 
cers and men, — as I have not the means of feeding 
them here beyond to-day, and cannot affoi-d to detach 
a heavy body of horse and foot, with wagons, to ac- 
company them to Vera Cruz. Our baggage-train, 
though increasing, is not yet half large enough to 
give an assured progress to this army. Besides, a 
greater number of prisoners would probably escape 
from the escort in the long and deep sandy road, 
without subsistence, — ten to one, — that we shall find 
again, out of the same body of men, in the ranks op- 
posed to us. Not one of the Vera Cruz prisoners is 
believed to have been in the lines of Cerro Gordo. 
Some six of the officers highest in rank refuse to 
give their paroles, except to go to Vera Cruz, and 
thence, perhaps, to the United States. 

" The small arms and their accoutrements being 
of no value tu our army here or at home, I have 
ordered lliem to he destroyed ; for we have not the 
means of transporting them. I am also somewhat 
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embarrassed with the pieces of artillery — all 

bronze — which we have captured. It will take a 
brigade and half the mules of this army to transport 
them fifty miles. A field-battery I shall take for 
service with the army; but the heavy metal must 
be collected and left here fur the present. We have 
our own siege-train and the proper carriages with us. 

"Being much occupied with the prisoners and all 
the details of a forward movement, besides looking 
to the supplies which are to follow from Vera Cruz, 
I have time to add no more, — intending to be at 
tfalapa early to-morrow. We shall not, probably, 
again meet with serious opposition this side of Perote ; 
— certainly not, unless delayed by the want of means 
of transportation, 

"I invite attention to the accompanying letter to 
President Santa Anna, taken in his carriage yester- 
day; also to his proclamation, issued on hearing that 
we had captured Vera Cruz, &c., in which he says, 
*If the enemy advance one step more the national 
independence will be buried in the abyss of the past.' 
We have taken that step. 

"One of the principal motives for paroling the 
prisoners of war is to diminish the resistano^a of 
rtber garrisons in our march." 
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BATTLES OF CONTRERAS AND CHURU- 
BUSOO. 

After the capture of Puebla by General Worth, 
(May 15,) the army remained there until the 7th 
of August, when it commenced its march for the 
Mexican capital. An excellent description of this 
march and of the great battles consequent upon it , 
is given by a participator : — 

"We left Puebla on the morning of the 7th, and 
entered upon a beautiful rolling country of great 
fertility, supplying with its gardens tlie inhabitants 
of Puebla with food, and surrounded by lofty moun- 
tains, some of which were covered with snow. Our 
road was gradually ascending, and so good that on 
looking back from the head of the column our train 
could be seen for miles in tlie rear, dotting with its 
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enow-white tops the maguey-covered plain. On our 
left was Popocatapetl and iBcatafetlj the snow oa 
their not-distnnt topa rendering tiie air quite chilly. 
General Scott did not leave with us, but came on 
the next day with Captain Kearney's dragoons. 

" The second day's march was, like the first, 
gradually ascending, passing through defiles, narrow 
passes, and over deep chasms, where a more deter- 
mined enemy might have seriously annoyed us by 
merely making use of the obstacles nature every- 
where presented. Thick woods of the finest forest- 
trees were abundant, and the rugged nature of the 
country would readily carry one back to the northern 
parts of New England or the passes of the ' Notch.' 
Here and there beautiful little lakes were inter- 
spersed in the deep valleys, and the clearness and 
coldness of their waters were almost incredible. 

"The third day we were to encounter the much- 
vaunted pass of Kio Frio, and also the passage of 
the mountain which was to lead us lo the El Dorado 
of our hopes, — the great plain of Mexico. Our march 
was to be long and difficult, and three o'clock saw ua 
under way, with heart and hopes full of the prospect 
before us. The dreaded defile is reached and passed. 
Tlie mountains which skirt the road on the left here 
close upon it for about a mile, overhanging and 
enfilading it completely and affording with their 
crests most excellent coverings for an enemy's 
marksmen. The newly-cut trees and long range of 
breastworks thrown up on the crest showed us that 
preparations had been made; while numerous para- 
pets, with embrasures in the logs, taught ua what 
■jiiight have been done. But no men were there; 
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^^H.the muskete and cannon were gone. Valencia, with 
^^H6000 MexicanR, wus full a clays march aliead, making 
^^B'for Mexico with a speod which betrayed home-sick- 
^^Kte»s. Kio Frio waa found to be a little stream 
^^V pouring down from the Snow Mountain, of icy cold- 
ness and crystal purity. After a slight pause for 
refreshment we commenced our ascent of the ridge 
which separates the plains of Puebla and Mexico, 

tthe former of which it had hitherto skirted. For 
eeveral long miles we toiled up the hill, only recom- 
pensed for our labor by what we hoped to attain at 
last. When all were pretty nearly worn out, a sud- 
den turn in the road brought to our view a sight 
which none can ever forget. The whole vast plain 
of Mexico was before us. The coldness of the air, 
which was most sensibly felt at this great height, 
our fatigue and danger were forgotten, and our eyes 
were the only sense that thought of enjoyment, 
^^ Mexico, with its lofty steeples and its checkered 
^^Ldomes, its bright reality and its former fame, its 
^^V modern splendor and its ancient magnificence, was 
^^B before us ; while around on every side its thousand 
^^B lakes seemed like silver stars on a velvet mantle. 
^^H " We encamped that night at the base of the 
^^B mountain, with the enemy's scouts on every s 
^H us. The next day we reached Ayotla, only fifteen 
^V miles from Mexico by the National Boad, which we 
bad hitherto been following. Here we halted until 
Generals Quitman, Pillow, and Worth, with their ^ 
divisions, should come up. We were separated from 
the city by the marshes which surround Lake 
Tezcuco and by the lake itself. The road is a 
^^— causeway running through the marsh, and is com- 
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manded by a steep and lofty hill called El Pinnol. 
This hill completely enfilades and commands the 
National Koad, and had been fortified and repaired 
with the greatest care by Santa Anna. One side 
was inaccessible by nature; the rest had been made 
BO by art. Batteries, in all mounting fifty guns of 
different calibres, had been placed on its sides, and a 
deep ditch, twenty-four feet wide and ten deep, filled 
with water, had been cut, connecting the parts 
already snrrounded by marshes. On this side Santa 
Anna had 25,000 men against our force of a little 
over 9000 all told. 

"On the 22d we made a reconnoissance of the 
work, which was pronounced impracticable, as the 
lives of 5000 men would be lost before the ditch 
could be crossed. We continued our search, and 
found another road which went round on the left, 
but when within five miles of the city were halted 
by coming suddenly upon five strong batteries on the 
hill which commanded this road, at a place called 
Mexicalcingo, We soon countermarched, and then 
saw our danger. With one regiment and three com- 
panies of cavalry, in all about 400 men, we saw that 
El Pinnol lay directly between us and our camp, 
distant full fifteen miles. Every eye was fixed oa 
the hill, with the expectation of an approaching 
column which should drive us back into a Mexican 
prison, while we stepped off with the speed and 
endurance of four hundred Captain Barclays ! At 
about midnight we arrived safely at camp, and Gene- 
val Scott did us the honor of calling it ' the boldest 
reconnoissance of the war.' General Worth was en- 
ipcd about live miles off, — that is, in a 8tca.\^^ 
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— acrwis tlie Lake Cliaico, at a place uf the same 

jname, but about ten miles by the road. The Mesi- 

inns had a foundry in the muuntainia, at which we 

Were getting some shells made, and on returning 

Jfrom which Lieutenant Schuyler Hamilton waa 

IWlly wounded. 

" By means of his scouts, General Worth had 
f found a path round the left of Lake Chalco, which 
led us to the western gate of the city, and which, 
up to that time, had not been fortified. On the 14th 
the other divisions commenced their march, while we 
brought up the train and the rear. In the morning 
the train was sent in advance, while Smith's brigade 
acted as rear-guard. It was composed of the Rifles, 
I Ist artillery, and the Sd infantry, with Taylor's 
- battery. As the rear-guard, marching slowly along, 
reached with the train, word came to General Twiggs 
that a force of atiuut 5000 men were trying to cross 
the road between them and the train in order to cut 
it off. We were then passing through a small village 
which, by a curious coincidence, was called Buena 
Vista. On our left were large fields of half-grown 

(barley, through which was seen advancing, in splendid 
order, tlie enemy's column. It was the most splendid 
eight I had ever seen. The yellow cloaks, red caps 
and jackets of the lancers, and the bright blue and 
white uniforms of the infantry, were most beautifully 
contrasted with the green of the barleyfield. Our 
line of battle was soon formed, and we deployed 
tlirough the grain to turn their left and cut them 
ofl' from the mountains. A few shots, however, 
from the battery, soon showed them that they were 
observed ; and, countermarching in haste, they left 






NAVAL EXPLOITS. 379 

their dend on tlie field. Thus ended our fight of 
Buena Vista. Tlmt night we staged at Chalco. The 
nest day we made a long and toilsome march over a 
horrible road, through which, with the utmost diffi- 
culty, we dragged our wagons by the assistance of 
both men and mules. The next was nearly the 
Biime, except that the road was, if possible, worse 
than before, as the Mexicans had blocked it up with 
large stones rolled down from the neighboring hills. 
This night we encamped at a most beautiful olive- 
grove, of immense size and accommodating at once 
both divisions. In the town, as well as in Chalco, 
there are still standing the churches of the Indians 
where the fire-worshippers assembled before Cortez 
had introduced a new religion. They are large and 
sombre edifices, differing but little from the churches 
of this country, and, being near the city, are said 
to have been formerly resorted to by the ancient 



"The next day we arrived in eight of the rest of 
le army and heard the guns with which Worth 
breaching the walls of San Antonio. That 
night the news of the death of Captain Thornton, 
of the 2d dragttous, reached us. He was a brave 
officer and a thorough gentleman, but was always 
Bliitbrtunate in his military career. 

"On the morning of the 19th we left the little 
village where we had heard this sad news, and took 
the road to San Juan, about seven miles to the west 
and only about ten miles from the city. When we 
arrived here we beard the sound of General Worth's 
guns, who WRS said to have attacked San Augustine, 
m village three miles nearer the cajiital, whore Santa 
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ifaad hIbo engaged find aupcessfiilly repelled the 
enemy's Bkirmishers without, losing either otEcere or 
men, The greatfst loss had been at the biUteries. 
Officers looked gloomy for the first diiy's fight ; but 
the brigade was formed, and General Smith in jierson 
took command. AH felt revived, and followed him 
with a yell, as, creeping low to avoid the grape, 
(which was coming very fast,) we made a circuit ui 
lear of the batteries; and, passing off to the right, 
we were soon lost to view in the chapparal and 
cactus. 

"Passing over the path that we scrambled 
through, behold us at almost six o'clock in the 
evening, tired, hungry, and sorrowful, emerging 
from the chapparal and crossing the road between it 
and Valencia. Here we found Cadwalader and bia 
brigade already formed, and discovered Riley's 
brigade skirmishing in rear of the enemy's works. 
Valencia was ignorant of our approach, and we were 
as yet safe. In front of us was Valencia, strongly 
intrenched on a hill-aide and surrounded by a regu- 
lar field-work, concealed from us by an orchard in 
our rear. Mendoza, with a column of 6000, was in 
the road, but thinking us to be friends. On our 
right was a large range of hills whose continued 
crest was parallel to the road and in which were 
formed in line of battle SOOO of the best Mexican 
,valry. On our left we were separated from our 
>wn forces by an almost impassable wilderness, and 
;t was now twilight. Even Smith looked round for 
help. Suddenly a thousand vicaa came across tbe 
Rhill-side, like the yells of prairie-wolves in the dead 
night, and the squadrons on our right formed for 



NAVAL EXPLOITS. 606 

charging. Smith is himself ngain ! ' Pace to the 
rear !'■ ' Wait till you see their red caps, and then 
give it to them !' Furiously they came on a few 
yards, then changed their minds, and, disgusted at 
oiii cool reception, retired to their couches. 

" On the edge of the ruad, between us and Va- 
lencia, a Mexican hamlet spread out, with its mud 
huts, large orchards, deep-cut roads, and a strong 
church; and through the centre of this hiimlet ran 
a path parallel to the main road but concealed from 
it : it is nearly a mile long. In this road Smith's 
and Riley's brigade bivouacked. Shields, who came 
up in the night, lay in the orchard, while Cadwalader 
was nearest the enemy's works. As we were within 
range of their batteries, which could enfilade the 
road in which we lay, we built a stone breastwork 
at either end to conceal ourselves from their view 
and grape. There we were, completely surrounded 
by the enemy, cut off from our communications, 
ignorant of the ground, without artillery, weary, 
dispirited, and dejected. We were a disheartened 
set. With Santa Anna and Salas's promise of ' no 
quarter,' a force of four to one against us, and one- 
half defeated already, no succor from Puebla and 
no news from General Scott, all seemed dark. Sud- 
denly the words came whispered along, ' We storm 
at midnight.' Now we are ourselves again ! Bui 
what a horrible night ! There we lay, too tired to 
eat, too wet to sleep, in the middle of that muddy 
road, officers and men side by side, with a heavy 
rain pouring down upon us, the officers without 
blankets or overcoats (they bad lost them in coming 
across) and the men worn out vf'i\.\i ^a-XA^e. ^ 
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midnight the ruin was so heavy that the streams in 
the road flnodi-'d us. and there we stood crowded to- 
gether, drenched and benumbed, waiting till daylight, 
"At halt-past three the welcome word ' fall in' was 
passed down, and we commenced our march. The 
enemy's works were on a hill-side, behind which rose 
other and slightly-higher hills, separated by deep 
ravines and gullies and intersected by streams. The 
whole face of the country was of stiff clay, which 
rendered it almost impossible to advance. We 
formed our line about a quarter of a mile from the 
enemy's works, Riley's brigade on our right. At 
about four we started, winding through a thick 
oreliard which effectually concealed ua, even had it 
not been dark, debouching into a deep ravine which 
ran within about five hundred yards of the work 
and which carried us directly in rear and out of 
sight of their batteries. At dawn of day we reached 
our place, after incredible exertions, and got ready for 
our charge. The men threw off their wet blankets 
and looked to their pieces, while the officers got 
ready for a rush, and the first smile that lit up our 
faces for twelve hours boded but little good for the 
Mexicans. On the right, and opposite the right of 
their work, was Eiley's brigade of the 2d and Ist 
infantry and 4th artillery, next the Eifies, then the 
Ist artillery and 3d infantry. In the rear of our left 
Iwas Cadwalader's brigade, as a support, with Shields'a 
I brigade in rear as a reserve, — the whole division un- 
rder command of General Smith, in the absence of 
LCieneral Twiggl, They liad a smooth place to rush 
Bdown on the enemy's work, with the brow of the 
) keep under until the word was given. 
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"At last, just at daylight, General Smith, slowly 
walking up, asked if all was ready. A. look an- 
swered him. 'Men, forward!' And we did 'for- 
ward.' Springing up at once, Riley's brigade opened, 
when the crack of a hundred rifles startled the Mexi- 
cans from their astonishment, and they opened their 
fire. Useless fire ! ibr we were so close that they 
overshot us, and, before they could turn their pieces 
on us, we were on them. Then such cheers arose aa 
you never heard. The men rushed forward like de- 
mons, yelling and firing the while. The carnage was 
frightful, and, though they fired sharply, it was of 
no use. The earthen parapet was cleared in an in- 
stivut, and the blows of the stocks could be plainly 
heard mingled with the yells and groans around. 
Just before the charge was made, a large body of 
lancers came winding up the road, looking most 
splendidly in their brilliant uniforms. They never 
got to the work, but turned and fled. In an instant 
all was one maas of confusion, each trying to be fore- 
most in the flight. The road was literally blocked 
up ; and, while many perished by their own guns, it 
was almost impossible to fire on the mass, frem the 
danger of killing our own men. Some fled up the 
ravine on tlie left or on the right, and many of these 
were slain by turning their own guns on them. To- 
wards the city the Rifles and 2d infantry led ofi'tlie 
pursuit. Seeing that a large crowd of tbe fugitives 
were jammed up in a pass in the road, some of our 
men ran through the cornfield, and, by thus head- 
ing them ofl' and firiug down upon them, about 30 
men took over 000 pri^^oiiers, nearly 100 of them 
"icers. After disarming the prisoners, as tUa ^^'i.t- 
'2b 
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Buit had ceased, we went back to the fort, where 
we found our troops in full possesBion atd the rout 
complete. 

"We found that the enemy's poBition was much 
■tronger than we had Rupposed and their artillery 
Iffiuch larger and more abundant. Our own loss waa 

lall, which may be accounted for by their perfect 
Burpriee at our charge, as to them we appeared aa 
if rising out of the earth, so unperceived was our ap- 
proach. Our loss was one officer killed, — Captain 
Hanson, of the 7th infantry, — Lieutenant Van Bu- 
ren, of the Rifles, shot through the leg, and about 50 
men killed and wounded. Their force consisted of 
8000 men, under Valencia, with a reserve, which 
had not yet arrived, under Santa Anna. Their loss, 
as since ascertained, was as follows : — Killed and 
buried since the fight, 750 j wounded, 1000; and 
1500 prisoners, exclusive of officers, including four 
generals, — Salas, Mendoza, Garcia, and Guadalupe, 
— in addition to dozens of colonels, mnjors, captains, 
&e. We captured in all on the hill twenty-two 
pieces of cannon, including five eight-inch howitzers, 
two long eigbteeng, three long sixteens, and several 
of twelve and eight inches, and also the two identical 
eix-pounders captured by the Mexicans at Buena 
Vista, taken from Captain Washington's battery of 
the 4th artillery. The first officer who saw them 
happened to be the officer of the 4th selected by 
General Scott to command the new battery of that 
regiment, — Captiun Drum. In addition were taken 
immense quantities of ammunition and muskets; in 
fact, the way was strewed with muskets, oscopete^ 
lances, and flags, for miles. Large quantities of 



NAVAL EXPLOITS. 387 

horses and mules were also captured, though large 
numbers were killed. 

" Thus ended the glorious battle of Contreras, in 
■which 2000 men, under General P. F, Smith, com- 
pletely routed and destroyed an army of 8000 men, 
under General Valencia, with Santa Anna and a force 
of 20,000 men within five miles. Their army was so 
completely routed that not 1500 men rejoined Santa 
Anna and participated in the second battle. Moat 
people would have thought that a pretty good day's 
work. Not so. We had only saved ourselves, not 
conquered Mexico j and men's work was before us 
yet. 

"At eight o'clock a.m. we formed again, and, 
General Twigga having taken command, we started 
on the road to Mexico. We had hardly marched a 
mile before we were sharply fired upon from both 
sides of the road, and our right was deployed to 
drive the enemy in. We soon found that we had 
caught up with the retreating party, from the very 
brisk firing in front, and we drove them through the 
little town of San Angelo, where they had been haltr 
ing in force. About half a mile from this town we 
entered the suburbs of another called San Katherina, 
when a large party in the churchyard fired on the 
head of the column and the balls came right among 
us. Our men kept rushing on their rear and cutting 
them down, until a discharge of grape-shot from a 
large piece in front drove them back to the column. 
In this short space of time five men were killed, ten 
taken prisoners, and a small color captured, which 
was carried the rest of the day. 
^L "Meanwhile General Worl^ \ia4 laeAfe »- ?ia\s>sso.- 
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stration on San Antonio, where the enemy was forti. 
fied in a strong hacienda; but they retired on his 
approach to Churiibusco, where the works were 
deemed impregnable. They conBisted of a fortified 
hucienda, which was surrounded by a high and 
thick wall on all sides. Inside the wall was a stonu 
building, the roof of which was flat and higher than 
the walls. Above all this was a stone church, still 
higher than the rest, and having a large steeple. 
The wall was pierced with loopholes and so arranged 
that there were two tiers of men firing at the same 
time. They thus had four different ranges of men 
firing at once, and four ranks were formed on each 
range, and placed at such a height that they could 
not only overlook all the surrounding country, but 
at the same time they had a plunging fire upon us. 
Outside the hacienda, and completely commanding 
the avenues of approach, was a field-work extending 
around two sides of the fort, and protected by a deep 
wet ditch and armed with seven large pieces. This 
hacienda is at the commencement of the causeway 
leading to the western gnte of the city, and had to 
be passed before getting on the road. About three 

■ hundred yards in rear of this work another field- 
work had been built where a cross-road meets the 
causeway, at a point where it crosses a river, thua 
forming a bridge-head, or t&te de pout. This waa 
also very strong and armed with three large pieces 
of cannon. The works were surrounded on every 
side by large cornfields, which were filled with the 
enemy's skirmishers, so that it was difficult to make 
a rocoimoissance. It was therefore decided to make 
L the attack immediately, as tliey were full of men and 
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E tended for nearly a mile on the rond to the city, 
npletely covering the causewny. The attack com- 
menced about one p.m. General Twigga'a division 
attacked on the side towards which they approached 
the fort, — that is, opposite the city. General Worth's 
attacked the bridge-head, which he took in atiout an 
pour and a half, — while Generals Pillow and Quit- 
[nan were on the extreme left, between the cause- 
(ray and Twiggs's division. The Rifles were on the 

t and in rear of the work, intrusted by General 
Scott with the task of charging it in case Genertil 
Pierce gave way. The firing was most tremendous, 
— in fact, one continued roll while the combat lasted. 
The enemy, from their elevated station, could readily 
see our men, who were unable to get a clear view 
irom their position. Three of the pieces were 
ned by ' The Deserters,' — a body of about 100, 
who had deserted from the ranks of our army during 
'"'the war. They were enrolled in two companies, 
commanded by a deserter, and were better uni- 
formed and disciplined than the rest of the anny. 
These men fought most desperately, and are said 
not only to have shot down several of our officers 
whom they knew, but to hiive pulled down the white 
flag of surrender no less than three times. 

" The battle raged most furiously for about three 
hours, when, both sides having lost a great many, 
the enemy began to give way. As soon as they 
commenced retreating, Kearney's squadron passed 
through the tSie de spoilt, and, charging through the 
retreating column, pursued them to the very gate 
of the city. Wiien our men got within about five 
hundred yards of the gate they were opened upon 
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ywitli grape and canister and several officers wounded. 

mong the number was Captain Kearney, 1st drar- 
goons, who lost his left arm above tlie elbow. Lieu- 
tenant Graham, of New York, received a sevsre 
flesh-wound in his left arm; Captain McReynulde, 
ditto. Our loss in this second battle was la^ge. 
We lost in killed seven officers : — Captains Capron, 
Burke, 1st artillery; Lieutenants Irons, Johnston, 
Hoffman, Captain Anderson, Lieutenant Easely, 2d 
infantry; Captain Hanson, 7th infantry. Lieute- 
nant Irons died on the 28th. Colonel Butler, of 

puth Carolina, and about 30 officers wounded, ex- 
ilusive of the volunteurs. The official returns give 
our loss in killed and wounded at 1150, besides offi- 
cers. The Mexican loss is 500 killed in the second 
battle, 1000 wounded, and 1100 prisonei's, exclusive 
of officers. Three more generals were taken, — 
among them General Eiucou and Anaya, the pro- 
visional President; — also, ten pieces of cannon and 
an immense amount of ammunition and stores. 
Santa Anna, in his report, states bia loss in killed, 
wounded, and missing, at 12,000. He has only 
18,000 left out of 30,000, which he gives as his force 
on the 20th in both actions. 

" Thus ended the battle of Cburubusco, one of the 
most furious and deadly, for its length, of any of the 
war. For reasons which he deemed conclusive, 
General Scott did not enter the city that night, but 
encamped on the battle-field, about four miles from 
the western gate of the city. The next day a fi 
of truce came out, and propositions were made which 
resulted in an armistice." 
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STORMING OF MOLTNO DEL REY. 

W the 5th of September, 1847, one day previous 
to the termination of the armistice, the American 
general learned that many chureh-bella had been 
sent from the city to a foundry called Casa Mata, to 
be cast into guns, and that immense quantities of 
powder, balls, and other military stores, were arriving 
at the same place. As soon as the truce terminated, 
General Scott determined on an iiinnediate attack 
upon this place, hoping to deprive the enemy of 
their cannon and ammunition, both of which were 
at this time of the greatest imjiortance to them. 
is determination was further &\.tiiW^\\w.u^.A\i'^ '^'*- 
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^^bonBtderntion that recent events had deprived the 
^Hg^emy of more (hitii three-fourtha of the guns neces- 
^^Bary to defend the strong works at tlie eight priu- 
cipal gates of the city, which rendered a free coni- 
mimicatton ivilli llie cannon-foundry highly essential 
to Santa Anna's operations. This communication 
could he cut off only by taking the formidable castle 
upon the Heights of Chapultepec, situated between 
tlie city and Caaa Mnta and overlooking both. 
For this dangeosus operation the army was not al- 

I together ready; and the earnest desire of General 
Scott was to avoid altogether, if possible, an attack 
npon thiB place, and approach the city by the dis- 
tant southern approaches, should they be found less 
Ibrmidable. Preparatory to attempting this he de- 
termined upon destroying tlie foundry and stores at 
Molino del Key. The execution of this plan was 
intrusted to Brevet Major-General Worth. 

On the morning of the 7th, Captain Mason, of the 
engineers, made a close and daring recoiinoissance 
of the lines collateral to Chapultepec, ascertaining 

»fiie enemy's position to be as follows: — the left 
jtesting upon and occupying the strong stone build- 
ings of Molino del Rey, near a grove at the foot of 
Chapultepec Hill and directly under the guns of its 
castle; the right resting upon Casa Mata, at the 
base of a ridge sloping gradually from the heights 
above the village of Tacubaya to the plain below. 
Midway between these buildings was the enemy's 
field-battery, supported on both sides by infantry. 

This reconnoissance was repeated and verified by 
Captain Mason and Colonel Duncan on the afteiv 
noon of the fame d:tv, — the result indicating that the 
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centre was the enemy's wealt point, and that of his 
flanks the left, bordering on Molino del Eey, was 
the stronger. Generals Scott and Worth accom- 
panied the engineers during the afternoon. The 
examination, however, was fiir from being satisfao- 

■y, since, although it afforded a fair observation 

the configuration of the ground and the extent 
of the enemy's forces, yet, on account of the de- 
fences being skilfully masked, only an imperfect 
idea was obtained of their actual strength. 

On the same afternoon a large body of the enemy 
was seen hovering about Molino del Rey, ivithin a 
mile and a third of Tacubaya, where General Scott 
was stationed with his staflF and Worth's division. 
They did not venture an attack, and the American 
commander would not derange his plans by offering 

.ttle. 

General Worth's division was reinforced by 270 
dragoons and mounted riflemen, under Major Sum- 
ner, Cadwalader's infantry and voltigeur regiments, 
784 strong, three pieces of field-artillery, under 
Captain Drum, and two' twenty-four-pound batter- 
ing-guns, under Captain Huger. The whole com- 
mand, thus reinforced, numtjered 3200 men. 

The orders of General Scott were tliat the division 
should attack and destroy the lines and defences 
between the Casa Mata and Molino del Rey, cap- 
ture tlie enemy's artillery, destroy the machinery 
and material supposed to be in the foundry, but 
under no circumstances to make an attack upon 
Chapultepec. After carrying the works the troops 
were to be withdrawn immediately to Tacubaya, 
The object of attack being connected with Cha- 
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pultepec, it became necessary to isolate it from tte 
defences of the castle. To effect tbia object, Colonel 
Garland's brigade, stren^liened by two pieces of 
Cnptain Drum's battery, was posted on the right ao 
as to intercept any reinforcements from Chapultepco 
and be within sustaining-distance of the assaulting 
party and Huger's battering-guns. The latter were 
placed on the ridge, five or six liundred yards from 
Molino del Rey, so as to play upon and detach it 
from Chapultepec. The assaulting party designed 
to act against the enemy's centre, consisting of 500 
picked men and officers, commanded by Brevet 
Major Wright, was stationed on tlie ridge to the 
left of the battering-guns. Colonel Clarke's brigade, 
under Colonel Mcintosh, was placed farther up the 
ridge, near Duncan's battery, so as either to protect 
the American left tlank, to sustain the assaulting 
column, or to discomfit the enemy, as circumstances 
would require. Cadwalader's brigade was held in 
reserve, in a position on the ridge between the bat- 
tering-guns and Mcintosh's brigade, at easy supports 
ing-distance from both. Major Sumner, with hia 
cavalry, was ordered to the extreme flank, to act aa 
his own judgment might dictate; and the general 
disposition of the artillery was confined to Colonel 
Duncan. 

These preparations were designed and executed 
in the most desirable manner, exhibiting, in the 
subsequent result, the military abilities of the general 
who planned the whole attack and of those who 
carried it into effect. The artillery was placed in 
the best possible position for preventing the arrival 
of any support from the castle, by breaking the con- 
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tinuouB line of defences leading to that place and 
distracting the garrison euiing Uie charge of Wright's 
party. This was posted so as to exj^erience the least 
difficulty from the nature of the ground and the 
presence of the enemy's cavalry. The latter were 
watched by the intrepid Sumner, and at a well- 
chosen position Mcintosh's troops were placed in 
general superintendence of the whole. But so 
strong were the Mexican defences, and throughout 
the whole line so skilfully masked, that, but for a 
strong supporting reserve, Wright's charge — the soul 
of the entire assault — would probably have failed. 
Such support was afforded by Cadwalader's brigade, 
which during the action was- called into active 
service and contributed in no slight degree to 
victory. 

At three o'clock A. M. of the 8th the division 
commenced its march by columns, each taking a dif- 
ferent route. So accurately had every thing been 
arranged that, notwithstanding the darkness of the 
night and the irregularity of the ground, the troops 
at daylight were found posted in the different posi- 
tions with as much precision as though on parade. 
Very soon after the dawn of day the report of 
Huger's guns, opening upon Molino del Rey, gave 
the signal for attack. So heavy were the discharges 
that in a short time masses of masonry fell with 
tremendous noise and the whole hne of intrench- 
ments began to shake. This, uniting with the roar 
of cannon and cheering of soldiers, produced a scene 
of confusion peculiarly distressing. The enemy an- 
swered each discharge in rapid succession, unfolding 
■■t intervals to the sight of their antagonists bat- 
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teries and pystems of defence of the strongest cha- 
racter, but hilherto masked. 

In the Interim, while the cannonade was going on, 
Major Wright w.is preparing his troops for the attack. 
Stationed on an eminence, he had a full view of tho 
artillery operations, and conld determine with great 
ease upon the exact direction in which to lead his 
men. All things being in readiness, he dashed down 
the elope, guided by Captain Mason and Lieutenant 
Foster and followed by his whole command. At 
this stirring spectacle the remainder of the division 
Bent up a shout which momentarily drowned the 
roar of artillery ; while at the same moment, aa 
though in desperate defiance, the central batteries 
of the enemy opened their fearful discharges, sweep- 
ing down man and officer in terrible and indiscri- 
minate slaughter. The cheering died away at such 
a spectacle, and, with unuttered forebodings at the 

■ unexpected sight, the reserve and support leaned 
forward to await the result. Yet, in the midst of 
the unexpected showers of fire which were launched 
upon them, Wright and his gallant men rushed on, 
gained the lines, and, sweeping through a storm of 
musketry and canister-shot, drove infantry and 
artillerymen before them at the bayonet's point, 
seized the large field-battery, drove off the can- 

Inoneers, and trailed its guns upon the retreating 
masses. 
But the battle was not yet decided. After retreat- 
ing to a short distance the enemy suddenly halted, 
rallied, and, on observing the smallness of the force 
by wliich they had been attacked, returned with 
renewed energy to the conflict. Sudrlenly a flaab 
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like lightning ran along their whole line, pouring 
forth a discharge which struck down 11 officers out 
of the 14 composing the command, with non-com- 
missioned officers and men in proportion. Brevet 
Major Wright, Captain Mason, and Lieutenant 
Foster, were among the severely wounded. At the 
same time the windows and roofs of buildings were 
lined with infantry, who united their fire with that 
of the main body. At so overwhelming a loss the 
party was thrown into confusion, and the eagle eye 
of General Worth foresaw that another such dis- 
charge would snatch victory from its grasp. Ac- 
cordingly the right wing of Cadwalader's brigade 
and the light battalion held to cover Captain Huger's 
battery were immediately ordered forward to its 
support. Coming rapidly into action, these troops 
reached the shattered remnant of Major Wright's 
party at a most seasonable moment. The struggle 
with the enemy was close but short. They were 
again routed and their central positions fully carried 
and occupied. 

This victory gave the Americans an important 
station inside the enemy's works, and separated the 
Caaa Mata from Molino del Rey and its adjoining 
fortification3. These, therefore, formed two isolated 
points of attack, cjich of which could be attacked 
by a separate party without danger from the other. 

The assault upon the enemy's left was intrusted 
to Garland's brigade, sustained by Drum's artillery. 
Here the struggle was obstinate and bloody. The 
manner in which the American guns were served 
drew forth shouts of applause from the whole army; 
while, on the other hand, the powet?uV\ia.\,W^\'e,a w'v 
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Holino dfX Rey wipire worked in a manner which 
erinced the determination of the enemy to n»r»in 
the daj. The Io0of the aMaibuitf was heavr; btil 
they at length w iec cc d ii d in (brcinz the position nnd 
drivioe the ganisoti from their gnns. The Mexicans 
Bed towards Chapnltepec, mfiering heavily from 
their own gun% which were turned upon them and 
continued to fire until they were beyond reach. 

Simu]taoeoosly with ibts assault, Duncan's bat> 
tery opened upon the Mexican right, so as to mask 
an anaalt upon it by Colonel Mclntoeh. The whole 
field was now a ecene of aproar, the battle raging, 
mostly of artillery, throaghoat the entire line of de- 
fences from Casa Mitta to Moliuo del Rey. Aa 
McIntosVa troops moved to the attack they came 
in frout of Duncan's batteiy, which was consequently 
obliged to suspend its fire. The command then 
moved steadily to the a^^sault. On approaching the 
I Casa Mata it was discovered to be not an ordinary 
1-in trench ment, as had been supposed, bat a 
"ong stone citadel, built in the Spanish style, with 
istloncd intreuchnients and impassable ditches 
irbich had recently betn repaired and enlarged. 
'" apparent difficulty of the undertaking was 
llus tenfold Jncrcieed ; but still the soldiers pressed 
without the least diminution of ardor. The 
Itteries of the enemy wert: for a long time silent, as 
lough their uttcndanta were doubtful whether to 
1 or not. But this was but the deceitful allure- 
fant whose object was to get the prey completely 
piUiin grasp. On arriving within musket-shot the 
Bericaris were greeted with a storm of grape and 
IVtor, before wliich tlieir front ranks melted away 






NAVAL EXPLOITS. 399 

and many of the best officers were killed or wouiidej. 
Without intermisBion was this kept up until theii 
lacerated columns had reached the slope of the 
parapet leading to the citadel. Here, amid the 
withering showers which smote their ranks, the ex- 
hausted troops were obliged to halt. Their advance 
had been over a long, rugged road in front of their 
own batteries, and part of the time without their 
support. A large proportion of their number had 
been killed or wounded, including the three senior 
officers, Brevet Colonel McTntosh, Brevet Lieutenant- 
Colonel Scott, and Mnjor Wiiite, — the second killed, 
and the first and last seriously wounded. As they 
stood for a few moments on the slope, the Casa 
Mata continued to pour its6re upon them; and, per- 
plexed with the change of commanders consequent 
on the fall of Colonel McTntosh, the brigade fell 
into confusion and withdrew to Duncan's battery. 

The latter branch of service, from the time of its 
being covered by Mcintosh's troops so as to prevent 
a continuance of its fire on the enemy, had been 
arduously engaged in another part of the field, A 
large cavalry force had appeared outside the enemy's 
works on the extreme left of the American line; 
and against this Colonel Duncan moved, supported 
by the voltigeurs of Cadwalader's brigade. Aa 
the cavalry galloped into canister-range, the whole 
battery opened upon them with great effect, driving 
back their heavy squadrons in disorder. At this 
moment Major Sumner, who had been carefully 
watching the enemy all day, moved to the front and 
changed direction in admirable order, under a most 
appalling fire from Casa Mata, of which he was 
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witbin pistol-range. Hia loss was very severe, 
numbering 5 officere, 39 soldiers, and 104 horses. 
The exposure was, however, unavoidahle, in 
consequence of a deep ditch which it was im- 
possible to cross until he had arrived close to 
the Mexican intrenchmeiits. After passing the 
ravine he formed his command in line, facing the 
enemy's cavalry, and prepared to receive their 
charge. At seeing this they suddenly halted, and 
shortly afterwards retired. The major continued to 
hold his command on the left flank until the battle 
was won, changing his position from time to time 
with every movement of the cavalry. During the 
whole time liis men behaved with coolness and 
bravery j and, notwithstanding the number and 
rapidity of their evolutiona, they succeeded, chiefly 
through the indefatigable exertions of Captain Har- 
dee, in avoiding all confusion. The major was 
joined, soon niter 'Hie commencement of the action, 
'by Lieutenant-Colonel Moore, who, although declining 
the command, remained with him during the day. 
Colonel Harney, who was unwell, also earae upon 
the field during the action, and, after observing the 
arrangements, expressed himself satisfied, and left 
Sumner to execute tliem, "for which," archly ob- 
serves the major in his report, "I am deeply obliged 
to him." 

The repulse of the second brigade enabled Colonel 
'uncan to reopen hia battery upon the Casa Mata, 
which the enemy, after a short and well-directed 
fire, abandoned. The Americans rushed into the 
works with loud cheera, seized the cannon, and 
turned them upon thwir former owners. 
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^^K The enemy was now driven from every part of 
^^Bpbe field, leiiving his strong lines iu pouBession of the 
assailants. Tlie quantity of stores within the two 
principiil works fell far short of what had been 
anticipated, thus proving false many of the reports 
previously received upon that subject. In obedience 
to the commands of General Scott, the Caaa Mata 
was blown up, and such of the captured ammuni- 
tion as could not be used, together with the cannon- 
moulds found in Molino del Rey, were destroyed. 

Thus, after several hours' incessant cannonading 
and fighting, the Americans stormed and carried an 
entire line of strong fortresses, defended by 14,000 
men, securing 800 prisoners, all the guns, a large 
quantity of small-arms, ammunition, and other stores. 
Fifty-two commissioned oflicers were among the 
taken. Generals Valdarez and Leon, ibe second 
and third in command, were killed. The total loss 
of the enemy was about 3000, exclusive of 2000 
L|M^o deserted after the rout. 

P^K These great results were not obtained without a 
' ^proportionate loss on the part of the victors. Be- 
sides being numerically great, the list of killed and 
wounded embraced the names of some of the brightest 
ornaments of the service. Of the first were Captains 
Merrill, E. K. Smith, Ayres, and Lieutenants Strong, 
Farry, Burwell, and Burbank. "All of these gal- 
lant men," says General Worth, "fell as, when it 
pleased God, they would have wished to fall, fight- 
ing bravely at the head of their troops, leaving a 
bright example to the service and spotless names to 
the cherished recollections of comrades.' Among 
wounded were Brevet Major Wright, Ca^jtaiua 
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MoBoit, Walker, and Cady, and Lieutenants Sbai,'kl&- 
ford, Daniels, Clarke, Snelling, and Foster, all of 
whom highly distinguished theinselvea. 

The conduct of both cavalry and artillery was 
admirable; and the same meed of praise is due to 
Sumner's drngoona. General Cadwalader rendered 
most efficient service and received the encomiums 
of General Worth. Among the other officei-s simi- 
larly noticed were Colonel Garland, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Duncanj Brevet Colonel Mcintosh, Captains 
Huger and Drum, Lieutenants Kirkham, Nichols, 
and Thorne, (the latter of whom captured a regi- 
mental standard,) and the officers of Cadwalader's 
brigade. Worth withdrew his brigade to Tacubaya. 
The operations of the day had thrown the enemy 
on the defensive, and left no further obstruction to 
an attack upon tlie city, save the castle of Chapul- 
tepec. Knowing the strength of this fortress, 
General Scott wisely refrained from an immediate 
attack, preferring to give his troops the repose which 
they so much needed rather than risk disabling his 
army by over-exertion. The dead were collected 
and buried, the wounded rendered comfortable, and 
each division, with its officers, quartered where they 
Rould be protected from the weather. 




*STOEMING OP CHAPULTEPEC AND 
CAPTURE OF MEXICO. 
The taking of Moliiio del Rey had cut oif the for- 
tress of Chapultepec from all immediate connection 
with any of the surrounding fortifications. The 
assault upon it was the next great event of the war, 
and the first of that brilliant series to which General 
Scott gives the general name " Battle of Mexico." Of 
that momentous action, which continued for more 
than two days, the storming of the castle is the only 
occnrrence which is capable of separate description. 
The diiBculty of conveying an adequate idea of the 
actions of August has Ijeeu formerly mentioned ; but 
the events of Contreras and Churubuseo o.'Sfe « 
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I wlien compared to tiioae attending tlie taking of the 
capital. The plan of attack in the fatter brought 
out the abilities of every oflBcer in the array simul- 
taneously and, with but few exceptions, in inde- 
pendent commands. 

Immediately after the victory of the 8th, General 
Scott commenced a series of strict and daring recon- 
noissnnces of the ground in the vicinity of the capi- 
tal and the principal works of the enemy. These 
were conducted by the able engineers Captain Lee 
and Lieutenants Stephens. Tower, and Beauregard. 
This service was, in point of danger, equal to battle, 
stations being frequently chosen within full range of 
the enemy's batteries and even within musketry' 
range of the works. The observations were directed 
principally to the southern defences, the strongly- 
fortified gates of Piedad, San Antonio, San Angel, or 
Nino Perdido, and Pnseo de la Vega. These pre- 
sented a chain of ditches, intrenchments, gullies, 
breastworks, towers, and mines, appaUing to any 
general save one of the first military genius and ex- 
perience. " This city," says the American com- 
mander, while speaking of these defences, "stands 
on a slight swell of ground, near the centre of an 
irregular basin, and is girdled with a ditch in 
greatest extent, — a navigable canal of great breadth 
and depth, — very difficult to bridge in the presence 
of an enemy, and serving at once for drainage, cus. 
tom-house purposes, and military defence, having 
eight entrances or gates, over arches, each of which 
we found defended by a system of strong works that 
eeemed to require nothing but some men and guns 
to be impregnable. 
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"Outsiie and within the cross-fires of those gates 
we found, to the south, other obstncles but little less 
formidiible. All the approaches near the city are 
over elevated cauReways, cut in many places (to op- 
pose us) and flanked on both sides by ditches, also 
of unusual dimensions. The numerous cross-roada 
are flanked in like manner, having bridges at the 
intersections, recently broken. The meadows thus 
checkered are, moreover, in many spots, under water 
or marshy ; for, it will be remembered, we were in 
the midst of the wet season, though with less rain 
than usual, and we could not wait for the fall of the 
neighboring lakes and the consequent drainage of 
the wet grounds at the edge of the city, — the lowest 
in the whole basin." 

An attack upon the city in this quarter would 
perhaps have been successful; but it would have 
been at a loss greater than has ever yet been expe- 
rienced by an American army. General Scott, there- 
fore, with that regard to the lives of his soldiers 
which has ever formed a prominent feature in hia 
character, and rejecting the vain glory acquired by 
gaining a great battle at any expense, promptly de- 
termined to avoid the network of obstacles on the 
south and seek less unfavorable approaches by a 
sudden inversion towards the west. 

" To economize the lives of our gallant officers and 
men," says the general, " as well as to insure success, 
it became indispensable that this resolution should 
be long masked from the enemy; and, again, that 
the new movement, wlien discovered, should be mis- 
taken ibr a feiut, and tlie old as indicating our true 
and ultimate poiul of attack." This design, tQ\A4W 
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executed only by menns of a well-conducteiJ etrata- 
gem, whose most importmit part would be to pre- 
vent the enemy from removinsj his guns in the 
(MJuthern defences to the new point of attaek. Thi? 

*wa9 executed in a manner which, while securing the 
Kvee of the troopp, threw the balance of advantages 
■in their hands, and afforded one more instance of the 
eminent scientific abilities of the man who, with a 
handful of troops, had fought his way through hos- 
I tile armies to the gates of the enemy's capital. We 

^^1 give the arrangements of , his plan in his own 
^^V Words : — 

^^F "Accordingly, on the spot, the 11th, T ordered 

' Qiiitinan'a division from Coyoacan to join Pillow hy 

daylight before the southern gates, and then that the 

two major-generals, with their divisions, should hy 

\ night proceed (two miles) to join me at Tacubaya, 

I where I was quartered with Worth's division. 

■Twiggs, with Eiley's brigade and Captains Taylor's 

Bid Steptoe'a field-batteries, — the latter of twelve- 

jounders, — was left in front of those gates to man- 

roeuvre, to threaten, or to make false attacks, in order 

r to occupy and deceive the enemy. Twiggs's other 

[ Tsrigade (Smith's) was left at supporting-distance in 

1 the rear, at San Angel, till the morning of the 13th, 

I and also to support our general depQt at Mixcoac. 

rTbe Btratugem against the south was admirably exe- 

r cuted throughout the 12th and down to the ailer- 

rnoon of the 13th, when it was too late for the enemy 

\ to recover from the effects of his delusion. 

' The first step in the new inovemetit was to 

^Chftgultepec, — a natural and isolated mound, 

, strongly Ibrtilietl ut its base, on 
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its acclivities and heights. Besides a nnmeroiia gar- 
rison, here was tlie military college of the republic, 
with n large numher of sub-lieu fen ants and other 
students. Those works were within direct gunshot 
of the village of Tacubaj'a, and, until carried, we 
coiild not approach the city on the west without 
making a circuit too wide and too hazitrdolis. 

" In the course of the same night (that of the 
11th) heavy battoriea within easy ranges were esta- 
blished. No. 1, on our right, under the command of 
Captain Drum, 4th artillery, (relieved the next day 
for some hours by Lieutenant Andrews, of the 3d,) 
and No. 2, commanded by Lieutenant Hagner, ord- 
nance, — both supported by Quitman's division. Nos. 
3 and 4, on the opposite side, supported by Pillow'a 
division, were commanded, the former by Captain 
Brooks and Lieutenant S. S. Anderson, 2d artillery, 
alternately, and the latter by Lieutenant Stone, ord- 
nance. The batteries were traced by Captain Huger 
and Captain Lee, engineer, and constructed by them, 
with the able a.ssistance of the young officers of those 
corps and artillery. 

"To prepare for an assault, it was foreseen that 
the play of the batteries might run into the second 
day; but recent captures had not only trebled our 
siege-pieces, but also our ammunition, and we knew 
,at we should greatly augment both by carrying 
le place. 1 was therefore in no haste in ordering 
assault before the works were well crippled by 
r missiles." 

. The dispisition of forces thus sketched should be 

borne in mind while taking a survey of the aubse- 

lent operations. The whole army wa;* dlv\A'i-^ vcv\a 
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^^V^o great sections, each performing duties distinct 
ipfinm the other yet essential to the success of th" 
final operations. One of these amused the eneniy 
and prevented him from employing to much effect 
Lis strongest forces; the other conducted the ossnutt 
lit numerous points of the western defences. The 
former duty was intrusted to Genertil Twiggs, with 
Riley's brigade and two batteries; while Smith's 
brigade remained as a 8up]Kirting reserve. At the 
same time the divisions of Quitman and Pillow 
marched by night from the neighborhood of the 
southern defences and joined General Scott at Tacu- 
baya, preparatory to the nssault upon Chapultepec. 
This hill lay between Twigga'a station aud the 
western portion of the city, whither General Scott 
designed to make bis attack. To pass between it 
and the city-wall was impossible; and to march 
around on the opposite side would have consumed 
80 much time as to unfold the stratagem to the 
h^k::<enemy and thus defeat one important object of it. 
^HThere remained therefore no alternative but to stonn 
^" the fortress, since, by so doing, the enemy would 
still be in the dark as to the ultimate point of at^ 
tack, and might easily be induced to believe that in 
case of capturing it the Americana would resume 
their station near the southern gates. Subsequent 

disclosures proved that they labored under this de- 

^^yUision. 

^^m The two batteries of Captain Drum and Lieute- 
^B^nant Hagner, supporting Quitman's division, and 
those of Captain Brooks and Lieutenant Stone, sup- 
porting Pillow, opened on the csistle early on the 
i2th- The bombardment :xud cannonaile were super- 
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intended by Captain Huger and continued during 
the whole day. During tlie cuntinumce of thia 
dreary work Twiggs wjis actively plying his guns 
on the southern side, in order to prevent the arrival 
of reinforcemeiitfl at Chapultepec. The bombard- 
ment at length became 8o severe that nil the garri- 



I WWl |iW|IW!I| PW j!""] "^If 



son, excepting a number sufficient to manage, aban- 
doned tlieir works and formed on a secure position 
of the hill, where they could easily return in case 
of an assault. Aa night approiiched, the fire of the 
aBsailantfl necessarily ceased; but it was observed 
that a good impression had been made upon the 
castle and its outworks. 

No chiinges of position were made dutini^ tUa 
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ni^Kht of the 12tb, m tbat eariv cm the fitltowing 
morning the gun» reopen«d npon the ?ft^tle. At 
the same moment tho«e of Twtggs were heard bnt- 
tering the gatee of San Antcmio and Piednd. The 
Moxicatis were apiin observed apon the hill, hold- 
in;.; themselves in readiness fnr nn asotalt. 

Meanwhile the general-in-cfaief was actively pre- 
paring to etorm the woric. The force designed for 
this Krvice consisted of two cotuinns, acting inde- 
pendently and on diflferent sides of the hill. The 
firct wan led by General Pillow, the second by 
Geriernl Quitman, — the commanda of these officers 
, being reinforced by corps from other divisions. On 
the previous evening Worth had received orders to 
I designate a party from bis division to a^^ist Pillow, 
] uid immediately organized a coniinand of 2G0 men, 
rwith ten offiKers, under Captain MeKenzie. He was 
LfttHO wlvised to take position with the remainder of 
Slis division and support Pillow, in cnse that officer 
[rilould request his aid. He iweordingly chose a 
: fevgrable position and reported himself to Pillow. 
At the same time Smith's brigade was ordered to 
proceed towards the hill and support Quitman's 
colunm. These troops arrived on the fiilUiwing 
I muriiing, alter marching over an exposed road two 
r miles in length, Twigga also supplied a reinforce- 
ment fo Quitiniin's storming column, about equal in 
numlier In that from Worth's division and com- 
munded hy ('aptiiiii Casey. 

Tlie signal for the march of the storming parties 

was the momentary ceesatiun of fire from the heavy 

batteries. At aiwut eight o'clock on the morning 

^of the 13tli, tienerw' "^ "'^ despatched an aid to Gene- 
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ml Pillow, and another to Quitman, to inform them 
that this was about to be given. Immediately tlie 
whole field was covered with the troops of the assail- 
ing parties moving into position. At the same mo- 
ment a number of Mexican soldiers outside the fort 
rushed into it and prepared to resist the assault. 

General Pillow, in the morning, had placed two 
field-pieces of Magruder's field-battery inside the 
Molino del Eey, to clear a eand-bag breastwork 
which the enemy had constructed without the main 
wall surrounding Chapultepec, so as to annoy any 
party assailing the principal works. Through the 
houses and walls of the mill she had also placed a 
howitzer-battery, to aid in driving the enemy from 
a strong intrenchment which extended nearly across 
the front of the forest and commanded the only ap- 
proach to Chapultepec on that side. At the same 
time he placed in position four companies of the 
voltigeur regiment, under Lieutenanf^Colonel John- 
stone, with instructions to advance by a rapid move- 
ment on the outside and enter the enclosure after 
it had been gained by the storming parties. Four 
other companies of voltigeurs were placed, under 
Colonel Andrews, at a narrow gateway opening from 
the rear of the mills, with orders to advance in front, 
and, uniting with Colonel Johnstone's command, to 
deploy as skirmishers and drive a body of the enemy 
I'ruru some large trees among which it had taken 
shelter. 

Every thing being now in readiness, the heavy 
batteries were silenced, and immediately the storm- 
ing columns rushed foi-ward to the attack- Know- 
too well the objcL-t of this movemevvt, l^s; Vi^isi- 
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cnna opened all their battericB, the fires from wliicb 
awept every approach and glared in front of the ad- 
vancing troops like a volcano. On they rushed, 
driving the enemy from the woods, and, reaching 
the hill, commenced the aacent. At this moment 
General Pillow was struck from his horse by agrape- 
ehot, and the command devolved on Cadwalader, 
The former general would not leave the field, but 
employed some of his men to carry him up the hill, 
in order that he might be a witness of the result. 
Under command of the intrepid officer from Penn- 
sylvania, the troops entered the enemy's drizzling 
fires and labored over the steep rocks. " The broken 
acclivity," says the general-in-chief, while describing 
Cadwftlader's advance, "was still to be ascended, 
and a strong redoubt midway to be carried, before 
reaching the castle on the heights. The advance of 
our brave officers, though necessarily slow, was un- 
wavering, over rocks, chasms, and mines, and under 
the hottest fire of cannon and musketry. The re- 
doubt now yielded to resistless valor, and the shouts 
that ibllowed announced to the castle the fate that 
impended. The enemy were steadily driven from: 
shelter to shelter. The retreat allowed not time to 
fire a single mine without the certainty of blowing 
up friend and foe. Those who at a distance at- 
tempted to apply matches to the long trains were 
shot down by our men. There was death below aa 
well as above ground. At length the ditch and wall 
of the main work were reached; the scaling-ladders 
were brought up and planted by the storming-parties. 
Some of the daring spirits first in the assault wer« 
^•ast down. ''■'' ' '•r wounded; but a lod lament was 
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fttMrifnroady with this attadc, Gtmnal 
man's tnm(K apfvoecbed the fbrtreSE on the attTmiimp 
aide. At eariv dawn he had opened his faalteiiij 
with nmch effect and ooaunenced prepanitioDS f 
the mesa olt. Ladders, pckases, and craws, wt;w 
plmoad in the buidg of a pioneer stormin^-partv of 
120 men, selected from all corps of the divi^nand 
coaunanded by Major Twiggs. At this time Gene- 
ral Smith arrived with his brigade, and was in^ 
structed to i»K>ve in re^rve on the right flank of 
the assaulting column, to protect it from skirmi^MA 
or more aerioos attacks, and, if possible. crw« tW 
aqueduct leading to the city and cut off the <«m«m-> 
retreat. 

These diepositions being complete^. ^k» v)N)lti 

command, at the preconcerted sign*! ^^^iy^ ft—naaJ 

with confidence and enthusiasm 'juTTST^ 

the hill cooBtUuting part of the doW«. Ti^Ia 
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flanked on the right by equally strong baildin^ 
and by n heavy stone wall, about fifteen feet high, 
wliich extended uruund the ba^ of ihe bill, towanl!i 
the west. The troops were, however, partially 
covered by some dilapidated buildings at about two 
hundred yards* distance. Between Ibe&e and the 
wall extended a low raeiujow, whose long grass con- 
cealed a number of wet ditches, by which it was in- 
tersected ; and to this point the command, partially 
Bcreened, advanced by a flank movement, having tho 
Btorming-parlii's in front., who sustained a heavy 
fire from the enemy's fortress, batteries, and breast- 
works. Here, under partial cover of the ruius, the 
advance wtis hailed, and, upon tlie appearance of 
the New York and South Carolina regimenta, Gene-i 
' ral Shields waa directed to move them obliquely ta; 
the left, across the low ground, to the wall at the 
base of the hill. Encouraged by the presence of the 
man who had lud them to victory at Churubuacc^ 
these tried regiments waded through deep ditches, 
while the water around tliera was foaming with the 
enemy's shot, and, rushing forward together, effected 
a lodgment at the wall. Similar orders were given 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Geary and executed by his 
regiment with equal alacrity and success. Wbile 
. cheering on his men, General Shields waa severely 
' wounded in the arm; but no inducement could per* 
suade him to leave his command or quit the field. 
About the same time the esteemed Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Baxter was mortally wounded, Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Geary disabled, and Captain Van O'Linda killed. 
During this advance, IJriyiidier-General Smith 
was driving back skirmishing-parties of the enemy 
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■ on the left, Lieutenant Benjamin, at the first bat- 
tery, was pouring shot after shot into the fortress 
nnd woods on the slope, while Lieutenant Hunt, 
having obtained a favorable position in the rear, also 
threw shells and shrapnell-shot into the enemy's 
lines with good effect. At this moment General 
Quitman ordered the storming-parties to the assault. 
Led by their gallant officers, they rushed on in one 
unbroken tide, while the batteries from behind con- 
tinued to pour sheila and shot over their heads into 
the enemy's fortress. The Mexican fire was tre- 
mendous; hut, without pausing for a moment, the 
Americans swept on until they reached the outer 
breastworks. Here for a short time the contest 
was terrible. Hand to hand the fierce antagonists 
met each other's strokes, while, as though pausing 
for the result, died away the loud noise of opposing 
batteries. Swords and bayonets were crossed, rifles 
clubbed, and friend and foe mingled in one confused 
struggling mass. Eesistance, however, to the des- 
perate valor of the assailants was vain. The bat- 
teries and strong works were swept, and the ascent 
to Chapultepec laid open on that side. Seven pieces 
of artillery, one thousand muskets, and 550 prisoners, 
were the trophies of victory. Among the prisoners 
were 100 officers, including a general and ten colonels 
Captain Casey, the gallant leader of the storming- 
party of regulars, having received a severe wound 
when directly in front of the batteries, the command 
devolved on Captain Paul, who during the re- 
mainder of the day distinguished himseF lor his 
bravery. The storming-party from the volunteer 

^nrieiou also lost its commander, the lamented Major 
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Twip^, Riid was led, during tlii.' reiiuiinder of the 
attack, by Cnptaiii Jiimes Miller, 

At the same time the volunteer regitnenta on the 
left, nnimated by a generous enthusiasm, were as- 
cending the hill on the south side. Fighting their 
way tlirough every obstacle, these brave men fell in 
with their comrades of General Pillow's division ; 
and side'by side, amid the storm of battle, the colors 
of the two commands were seen struggling together 
Up the steep ascent. At this moment the American 
batteries, which had continued their fire upon the 
Castle over the heads of the assailants, ceased; and 
immediately after the troops gained the summit. 
The short but obstinate struggle has been described. 
The veteran Mexican general Bravo, with a number 
of other officers, was captured by Lieutenant Charles 
Brower, of the New York regiment. In the assault 
upon the works, Lieutenant Steele, with a portion 
of the storraing-party, had advanced in front of the 
batteries, towards the left, scaled the outer wall 
through a breach near the top, ascended a hill iu 
front, and was among the first upon the battlements. 

After giving the necessary directions for the safe- 
keeping of the prisoners, General Quitman ordered 
his troops to form near the aqueduct, and hastily 
ascended the hill for the purpose of i-econnoitring 
the enemy's position in front of the city. There he 
met with Major-General Pillow, who, as formerly 
stated, had been carried by his troops to the castle 
in order to enjoy the triumph of the occasion. 

In speaking of this brilliant affair, General Pillow 

Bays, " We took about SOO prisoners, among whom 

Major-General Bravo, Brigadier-Generals Mon- 
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terde, Monega, DoramentJis, and Saldana; also three 
cololiels, seven lieutenant-colonels, 40 captains, and 
24 first and 27 second lieutenants. 

" That the enemy was in large force I know cer- 
tainly from personal observation. I know it also 
from the fact that there were killed imd taken pri- 
Bonere one major-general and six brigadiers. As 
theie were six brigadier-generals, there could not 
have been less than six brigades. One thousand 
men to each brigade (which is a low estimate, ibr 
we had previously taken eo many general officers 
prisoners that the commands of others must have 
been considerably increased) would make 6000 
troops. But, independent of these evidences of the 
enemy's strength, I have General Bravo's own ac- 
count of the strength of his command, given me 
only a few minutes after he was taken prisoner. 
He communicated to me, through Passed Midship- 
man Rogers, that there were upwards of 6000 men 
in the works and surrounding grounds. The killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, agreeably to the best esti- 
,iuate I can form, were about 1800, and immense 

mbers of the enemy were seen to escape over the 
all on the north and west sides of Chapultepec." 

Many of those who distinguished themselves in 
this assault have been given in connection with the 
narrative ; a mere list of others mentioned with en- 
comiums by the different commanders would alone 
fill a moderate chapter. Where all behaved as did 
the victors of Chapultepec, it is indeed difficult to 
iriniinate in the awarding of praise. The feat 
'ill remain in American history as a proud trophy 

American valor; and tlie fact of being on« of the 
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pnrticipators in it will insure to many a soldier the 
eeteem and admiration of countrymen while he lives, 
and a grateful veneration of his memory after death. 
While the assault was going on, on the west and 
eoutheafit of Chapultepec, and on its heights, two 
companies of infantry, under Colonel Ironsdale and 
Lieutenant Heberf, aided by Captain Magruder's 
field-battery, bad some spirited skirmishes with dif- 
ferent parties of the enemy. In one of these oflS- 
cers and men behaved in a gallant manner: they 
drove the gunners from a battery in the road, and 
captured a piece. Colonel Ironsdale was twice 
wounded, but continued on duty until the heights 
were carried. 

Immediately after the capture of Chapultepec, 
General Scott made active preparations for following 
up his success by an attack upon the capital. There 
are two routes from Chapultepec to the city,— one 
leading to the Belen gate, the other to the gate of 
San Cosme, both of which were strongly fortified. 
Worth advanced along the San Cosme road, and 
Quitman by that of Belen. Both these generals 
were strongly reinforced with troops and heavy siege- 
guns. As the San Cosme gate was judged to be the 
least difficult of entrance, Scott intended that Quit- 
man should merely manceuvre while Worth made the 
main attack. But Quitman pressed on, under flank 
and direct tires, and carried the Belen gate after a 
desperate struggle and severe loss. Worth advanced, 
preceded by skirmishers and pioneers with axes to 
force windows and doors, and by eight o'clock in the 
veniug had carried two batteries and driven the 
into the heart of the city. The American 
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troops in the city were sheltered during the night 
About four o'clock in the morning a deputation 
from the city authorities reached General Scott, re- 
ported that the Mexican army had fled, and de- 
manded terms of capitulation. General Scott, know- 
ing his forces to be already in possession of the city, 
would not hsten to any terms dictated by tlie 




authorities, and, ahout daylight, ordered General 
Quitman to advance and take possession of the 
Grand Plaza and government-buildings. Quitmai 
immediately executed the order, and soon the star- 
spangled banner was floating over the National 
Palace. As the remainder of the army entered 
Mexico, the troops were fired upon by ahout 2000 
Uiberated convicts, posted on t\ie to^a «? \\y\i**ia *i>.^ i 
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at the corners of streets. This unlawful warfare 
lasted twenty-four hourj^, and was not suppressed 
until many officers and men were killed or wounded. 
The convicts were punished. General Quitman was 
appointed military governor of the city. 

Thus, in less than one month, 8000 men fought 
eight important battles, stormed caatles, towns, and 
redoubts, garrisoned with three tiraea the number 
of assailants; defeated 32,000 Mexican veterans, 
killing 7000 and capturing 3700 and 13 generals, 
of whom three were ex-presidents; taking more 
than twenty standards, one hundred and twenty-two 
cannon, twenty thousand small-arras, with an im- 
mense quantity of shot, shells, &c. ; and finally en- 
tered in triumph a capital where every wall was a 
fortification, every house a fort, and which contained 
a population of nearly 200,000 souls. 





SIEGE OF PUEBLA. 
On the march of the American army from Pu 



-■bla 



towards the capital, the command of that city was 
intrusted to Colonel Childs. Hia total force was 
about 400 men, consisting of forty-six cavalry, under 
Captain Ford, two companica of artillery, under 
Captains Kendrick and Miller, and six companies 
of the lat Pennsylvania volunteers, under Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Black. With this small command 
the grand depfit in the city named San Jose, and 
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the posts of Loreto nnd Guadnliipe, were to be gar- 
risoned and held against the combined efforts of the 
military and populace in Puebla. San Jose waa the 
key of the colonel's position, on the safety of which 
that of every other depended. 

In addition to the smallness of the garrison and 
the extent of space to be covered, the Americana 
were encumbered with 1800 sick. The hospitals 
fcr these were situated in isolated positions, while 
the surgeons were provided with but six attendants. 

After the departure of the main army, no acts of 
hostility other than the occasional murdering of a 
straggling soldier occurred until September 13, the 
same day in which the Mexican capital was taken. 
During the night of that date the enemy opened a 
fire upon the Americans from the streets of Puebla. 
Colonel Childs had for some time been expecting 
this, and had removed all the hospitals within the 
protection of San Jose and placed every man of his 
command on duty. The firing of the 1.3th continued 
languidly until after daylight, when every thing 
became quiet. On the night of the l-lth the guns 
were reopened with a violence which convinced the 
colonel that tlie siege had commenced in earnest. A 
storm of bombs and shot was thrown into the forti- 
fications until morning, while numerous bodies of 
troops were heard taking up positions around the 
American statiuns. On the 15th large parties of 
cavalry were observed in the fields, gathering together 
the sheep and cattle and endeavoring to turn the 
Btream of water which supplies San Jose. In the 
iCvening Colonel Childe organized two parties to 
Secure, if possible, some of the live-stock. They 
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Bucceeded in capturing thirty oxen and four hundred 
sheep, — a most seasonable supply at the time. 

During the day the fire of the enemy was un- 
abated, and large reinforcements were observed to 
join them from the interior. Nearly every station 
in the city from which a battery could be discharged 
was now occupied by the Mexicans, and, under a 
most tremendous fire, the Americans labored night 
and day in completing their defences and preparing 
for an assault. 

On the 22d, General Santa Anna arrived with a 
large force from Mexico, His appearance was hailed 
by discharges of cannon, a genei-al ringing of bells, 
and other demonstrations of jay. A battery at 
Loreto was opened by command of Colonel Childs, 
which, throwing shells and round-shot info the heart 
of the city, did considerable execution, besides 
causing a temporary suspension of the rejoicing, 
Santa Anna, with his customary activity, imme- 
diately began preparations for an assault. New 
batteries were planted, storming-parties designated, 
and a more perfect organization of the besiegers 
enforced. 

On the 25th Childs received a summons to sur- 
render, with the assurance that he would be treated 
in a manner worthy of his valor and military rank. 
This was declined. After despatching his answer, 
the colonel rode to the different posts of his garrison, 
announcing the demand, together with the reply. 
This was received by the soldiers in a manner which 
convinced him of their determination to endure 
every hardship and danger rather than disgrace 
lemselves by yielding to lUe Mex.\c^-a, Iw^^a. 
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After receiving tliia answer fi-ora the American 
commander, Santa Anna opened hi» batteries upon 
San Jose, which now became the principal point of 
attack. Its garrison consisted of" Ford's cavalry, 
Miller's artillery, four companies of volunteers, and 
a hospital, with its guard, under Captain Eowe. The 
whole was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Blaclt. 
"The duty required of this command," says Colonel 
Childs, " in consequence of the various points to be 
defended, demanded an untiring effort on the part 
of every officer and soldier. A shower of bullets 
was constantly poured from the streets, the bal- 
conies, the house-tops and churches, upon their 
devoted heads. Never did troops endure more 
fatigue, by watching night after night, nor exhibit 
more patience, spirit, and gallantry. Not a post of 
danger could present itself but tlie gallant fellows 
Were ready to fill it. Not a sentinel could be shot 
but another was anxious and ready to take his place. 
Officers and soldiers vied with each other to be 
honored martyrs in their country's cause. This is 
the general character of the troops I had the honor 
to command; and I was confident the crown of 
victory would perch upon their standard- when the 
last great effort should be made." 

In order as far as possible to secure San Jose 
from the enemy's shot. Childa threw up a traverse on 
the plaza, and withdrew a twelve-pounder from 
Loreto to answer the besieging batteries. On the 
evening of the 30Lh a new battery of Santa Anna 
ceased, and on the following morning was with- 
drawn, together with about 3000 of the supporting 
The object of this movement was to meet 
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some reioforcements daily expected at Pinal. Taking 
advantage of it, Colonel Cbilds determined on a 
Bortie against certain barricades and buildings 
whose fire had become very annoying. 

The sortie was made on the 2d of October, by 
two parties commanded by Captain Wm. ~F. Small, 
of the 1st Pennsylvania volunteers, and Lieutenant 
Morgan, of the 14th regiment. The captain, after 
passing through the walls of an entire square, with 
50 men, gained a position opposite the barricade, 
from which he drove the enemy with great loss, and 
burned one hundred and fifty cotton-bales, of which 
the work was composed. Seventeen Mexicans were 
killed upon the spot. Lieutenant Laidley, of the 
ordnance corps, was then sent to blow up a promi- 
nent bnilding, which he successfully accomplished. 
The whole party were then withdrawn. In this 
affair they had behaved with great gallantry, and 
for twenty-four hours were unceasing in their labors 
to accomplish their object. Their loss was but a few 
wounded. 

At the same time Lieutenants Morgan and Merry- 
field, with detachments from the marines and Kifles, 
attempted to gain possession of some buildings from 
which the depot was receiving a heavy fire. The 
latter ofiicer succeeded in entering; but Lieutenant 
Morgan was not so fortunate. After several despe- 
rate efforts to force a passage through the strong 
detachment opposed to him, he was directed by 
Colonel Childs to fall back. These gallant feats 
were a severe check upon the enemy and produced 
a sensible dimunition of their fire. Other minor 

'.a of bravery were perlormed by oflicors and mea 



i 



BATTLE-FIELDS AND 



at San Jose, while from Guadalupe one or two bug* 
cestiful sorties were made upon the eneraj' while 
engaged in their daily attacks upon San Jose. 

Immediately after this disaster Santa Anna left 
the hesieging forces and hurried to oppose the march 
of General Lane from Vera Cruz. The bombard- 
ment and cannonade continued, however, with 
diminished energy, until October 12, when General 
Lane arrived with reinforcements fur the wearied 
garrison. 





BATTLES OF HUAMANTLA AND ATLIXCO. 



Rumors of the enemy's designs upon PiiebJa, and 
of large parties infesting the road leading to that 
city, reached Vera Cruz in the latter part of Septem- 
ber, In consequence of the inlbrmation, General 
Lane left the latter place with a considerable force 
and marched for the interior. He was not long 
without sight of an enemy. At the hacienda of 
mta Anna, near the San Juan River, he came up 
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l/» »tt»\* I St, i'Ai't.,\M th;j! a« speedily as possible, 
III' I" /<' f >il 1/ \S Ii(^, train \Mii^i-A at Tainariss, under 
I liiM|/* 111 i ol/iiji-l iJioij^irM rc'giment of Ohio volun- 
lf'«fM« riijiiiHii HiiiiiiiMirH battalion, and a battery 
immIim lilMiituiiUfiti i'riitt. With tho remainder of the 
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rommfind, consisting of Colonel Wynkoop's battalion, 
Colonel Gorman's regiment of Indiana volunteers, 
Captain Heintzelman'e battalion of six companies, 
Major Lally's mounted men, under Captain Walker, 
and five pieces of artillery, under Captain Taylor. 
After moving forward as rapidly as the nature of 
the ground admitted, the column came in sight of 
the city at one o'clock of October 9. The troops 
being baited, the advance-guard of horsemen, under 
Captain Walker, was ordered to move forward to the 
entrance of the city, but not to enter, if the enemy 
were in force, until the arrival of the infantry. 
When within about three miles. Walker observed 
parties of horsemen riding over the fields towards 
the city, and, lest he might be anticipated, his men 
were put to a gallop. His progress waa anxiously 
watched by General Lane, until, owing to a hedge 
of thick maguey-bushes on each side of the road, his 
movements were concealed from view. In a few 
minutes firing was heard from the city. About the 
same time a body of 2000 lancers were seen hurry- 
ing over the neighboring hills, and General Lane 
ordered Colonel Gorman to advance with his regi- 
ment and enter Huamantla from the west while 
Colonel Wynkoop moved towards the east. 

Captain Walker, on arriving at the entrance of 
the city, had discovered about 500 of the enemy 
drawn up in the plaza. He immediately onlered a 
charge. Dashing among the Mexicans, his handful 
of men engaged hand to hand with three times their 
Tiumber, and, alter a close and bloody conflict, drove 
th em away and captured three guns. A vigorous 
^Besuit commenced, iu w\uc\i vaau'j le^\a vil i!s»xvM% 



^^^ 






i«»t*<"jr'f*. isvatvtt. v^r 




^<^9i itjiv^utitnfl'j* ti iq eraf - i: hh. ^ iui m h " "u "lair 



• I J • ;,- 



^M^'f'^jeA/tr -irtv v>c^j»3fe A tt>ffiiBai& "nr"^ iwk: nacEi. 

JP 

//Mf/l4M#i W»lk^ 1K;1I ri;«^yrtaIiT woas^ed^ sis ^eca 
i^f^ifi ^Aii^iir ^Xfrtf^, Ttth ertemy were divpsk 

M^M4$wUiUf i\$H mnin column of the 
tfffr4fH Mtiviui hi i\$H inly and opened their fire njMn 
lUHMm^ //f Oii? t^fmny. 0//rrnan^ with the left wing 
ftf Uin rt%Umiii^ \fr(H*At^ti\iA towardB the npper part 
of Ui4i t/;wii, wlM;r#5 th^5 emmy still were, and suo- 
|{M(/M in Mn\mmnf^ them. At the same time 
(!olohi(| Wyrik/>o|/ii r^innmand had assumed position; 
ImiI iMifom thi^y could open their batteries the 

Ill thii bftrd-ibiigbt action the loss of the Ame- 
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ricatiB was 13 killed and 11 wounded. They suc- 
ceeded in capturing one ais-pounder brass gun, a 
mountain-howitzer, numerous wagons, and a large 
quantity of ammunition. The Mexicans loat, ir 
lied and wounded, 150. 




P^P After this battle General Lane marched to the 
relief of Colonel Childs. He remained n.t Puebla 
witii his whole force until the evening of the 18th 
of October, when information was received that the 
Mexican general Rea was at kV\\xco, vVCwV^ -wSssa 
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ordered his troops to be ready for marching on the 
iullowing morning at eleven o'clock. At that time 
he left Puebla with nearly tlie same force that had 
entered it, and, after a forced maich of five hours' 
duration, came in sight of the enemy's advance- 
guard, near Santa Isabella, Here a halt was made 
Until the cavalry could come up from their esamiaa- 
tion of a neighboring hacienda. Meanvphile small 
parties of the enemy came to the foot of the hill 
and opened a straggling fire, which did no execution. 
On the arrival of the cavalry, Lane put his whole 
force in motion ; but, as signs of confusion appeared 

» among the Mexicans, he hurried on the cavalry to 
charge the enemy and keep them engaged until the 
infantry could come up. As the Americans ap- 
proached the Mexicans retired, until, at a, smiitl 
hill, about a mile and a half from their first position, 
they halted and fought severely. The action waa 
continued until, by a forced march, the American 
mfantry arrived, when they again fled, pursued by 

I the cavalry. Another running fight of about four 
piles took place, during which many of the fygitivea 
^ere cut down. When within less than two miles 
E 
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of tbe!r opponents. This continued until the arrival 

of the inf!intr_y, wlio for the last six miles had been 
straining themselves to the utmost to join the 
cavalry, notwithstanding the previous fatiguing 
march of sixteen miles. The road being intersected 
by numerous gullies prevented the artillery from 
advancing faster than at a walk; and so worn out 
were the cavalry, both through exertion and the 
heat of the weather, that they could pursue the 
enemy no farther. The column continued, however, 
to press forward towards the town ; but night had 
already set in when it reached a hill overlooking it. 
But the moon shone with a splendor which afforded 
a fine view of all the surruunding country, and 
enabled the American general to continue his operas 
tions with perfect certainty. 

As the Americans approached, several sliots were 
fired upon them; and, deeming it imprudent to risk 
a street fight in an unknown town at night, General 
Lane ordered the artillery to be posted on a hill 
overlooking the town, and to open upon it. This 
waa speedily put in execution, so that in a very 
short time the terrified inhabitants beheld fiaming 
bails and shells hurled into their town with a pre- 
cision and effect to which their own system of war- 
fare aflTorded no parallel. Every gun was served 
with the utmost rapidity; and, amid the stillness of 
a Mexican night-scene, the discharges of artillery 
pealed for miles around, while at intervals the 
cranhing of walls and roofs afllbrded a strange and 
distressing contrast. This bombardment continued 
for nearly an hour with great effect ; the gunners 
28 
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I In May, 1846, PresiJeiit Pulk was authorized 
Congress to accept the services of 50,0U0 vciluatRfts 
to continue the war w\i\c\i WA Gowv»»wafe?i- 'i'a- 
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Bio Grande. Of this nomber ten compftnies com- 
poaed a Ibrce destined to act agamtit Santa Fe. They 
were fbnned of 6ve companies United States dra> 
goone, two of foot, two light artillerj-, aud one 
volunteer hone. Tiii:^ annj was placed under tlie 
direcliun of Colonel Stephen W. Kearney, who, in a 
confidential letter from Secretnry Marcy, dated June 
3, 1S46, received in subetance the following instruc- 
tiond : — To orgnnixe for the expedition an additional 
force of lOOO men, in order to proceed from Siinta 
Fe against Upper California; to estattlisli a govern- 
ment there nCter taking po^sea^iun ; to receive aa 
volunteers a nnmber of Mormon and other emigrants, 
recently settled in the province; to co-operate with 
the naval force in the Pacific; to open trade with 
the Indians: and to respect the rights of the Cali- 
fbraians. The letter concludes as follows: — *' I am 
directed hy the President to say that the rank of 
brevet brigadier-general will be conferred on you as 
soon as you commence your movement towards Cali- 
fornia, and sent round to you by sea, or over the 
country, or to the care of the commaniJant of our 
squadron in the Pacific. In that way cannon, arras, 
ammunition, and supplies for the land-forces, will be 
sent you." 

The dep6t of Kearney's force was Fort Leaven- 
worth. On the 27th of June his advance commenced 
its march; and by the 1st of August more than 
1600 men were concentrated at Bent's Fort, having 
marched a distance of five hundred and sixty-four 
miles. The march was resumed on the 3d, and, after 
» toilsome journey over frightful prairies, they 
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arrived, August 12, at the mountiihis near the Rio 
Grande. 

Signs of hostility now began to appear; and 
messages arrived from General Armigo, Governor 
of Santa Fe, requesting Kearney to advance no 
farther, or at least to consent to negotiations for 
peace. The tone of these was dignified but earnest. 
The American commander replied that he came to 
take posseesiori ; that the peaceable inhabitants 
should be well treated, but that the vengeance of 
both army and government would be poured upon 
all others. On the march the colonel received a 
despatch from Government constituting -him briga- 
dier-general. 

On the 18th of August General Kearney took 
possession of Santa Fe in the name of the United 
States. The oath of allegiance was administered 
to the alcalde and inhabitants, and a military terri- 
torial government established. No opposition was 
experienced, Governor Armigo and his army having 
fled at the approach of the Americans. General 
Kearney was proclaimed governor, erected a fort, 
(called Port Marcy,) and published a proclamation 
to the inhabitants. 

After seeing every thing in a state of tranquillity, 
General Kearney commenced his march, September 
25, for the distant region of California. 

Before the general bad accomplished this arduous 
undertaking, Colonel Doniplian, with his citizen 
volunteers, commenced one of equal magnitude, and 
pregnant with events of paramount importance. 
When Kearney left Santa Fe he ordered the coluaal. 
to proceed as soon as ptacVvtaXiV 'wXm ^.^^'is^M* 
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ami report to Geneml Wool, who, with the ceiitrp 
diviHion, had been intrusted with the conquering dT 
ibnt province. 

On the ITlh of December, Doniphan, with 924 
men, began his eX|x^dition. On the 24th tbey 
rent'hod the Joninda Lake, into which runs the 
Brazito Rivi-r, more than twenty miles from the 
Pnso del Norte of the eastern mountain-range. 
Here they were informed that the Mexicans, to the 
number of 1000, were collected at the Pass, ready 
ftir an attack. The Americans numbered about 
600, tiie remainder being sick. On the afternoon 
of the following day (Christmas) tlie enemy were 
seen approacliing, and, when within eight hundred 
yiirda, extended themselves so iis to cover the Ame- 
rican flank. An officer approached, carrying a black 
flag, and, after proclaiming no quarters, rejoined his 
ciilunm, wliich immediately charged at a rapid gallop, 
'i'he conflict was but short, — the Mexicans being de- 
feated with the loss of 30 killed, and driven uito 
the mountains. Eight were captured, six of whom 
Huhm-quently died; and tlieir single piece of cannon 
will aUo taken. The Americuns had seven wounded, 
(hi the 27th Doniphun entered the town of El Paso 
withi'mt rt'sistance, where he was reinforced by Major 
Clark'd artillery. 

On the 8th of February, 1847, the whole com- 
imuid (\)'24 men) left the Paso del Norte and 
liinrchud fur Chihuahua. On the 28th was fought 
the great battle of yiicramento. This action, with 
the [WMition itnelf, is thus described by Colonel 
Doniphan : — 

" The Piiss of tlie Sacramento h formed by a 



ft: 



NAVAL EXPLOITS. 439 

point of the mountains on our right (their left) ex- 
tending into the valley or plain, bo as to narrow the 
valley to about one and a half miles. On our left 
was a deep, dry, sandy channel of a creek, and 
between these points the plain rises to sixty feet 
abruptly. This rise is in the form of a crescent, the 
convex part being to the north of our forces. On 
the right from Ihe point of mountains, a narrow- 
part of the plain extends north one and a half miles 
farther than on the left. The main road passes 
down the centre of the valley and across the crescent 
near the left or dry branch. The Sacramento rises 
in the mountains on the right, and the road falls on 
to it about one mile below the battle-field or intrench- 
ment of the enemy. We Jiscertained that the enemy 
had one battery of four guns, two nine and two six- 
pounders, on the point of the mountain (their left) 
at a good elevation to sweep the plain, and at a 
point where the mountain extended farthest into 
the plain. On our left (their right) they had another 
battery on an elevation commanding the road, and 
three intrenchments of two six-pounders; and on the 
brow of the crescent, near the centre, another of two 
six, and two four and six culverins, or rampart- 
pieces, mounted on carriages ; and on the crest of the 
bill, or ascent between the batteries, and the right 
and left, they had twenty-seven redoubts dug and 
throATO up, extending at short intervals across the 
whole ground. In these their infantry were placed 
and were entirely protected. Their cavalry was 
drawn up in front of the redoubts, four deep, and in 
rear of the redoubts two deep, so as to mask them 
far as practicable. 



1 
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. " We now commenced the action by a brisk fire 
from our battery, and the enemy unmasked and 
commenced also. Our fire proved effective at thia 
distance, killing 15 men, wounding and disabling 
one of the enemy's guns. We had two men slightly 
wounded, and several borees and mules killed. The 
enemy then slowly retreated behind their works in 
some confusion, and we resumed our march in our 
former order, still diverging more to the right to 
avoid their battery on our left, and their strongest 
redoubts, which were on the left near where the road 
passes. . . . The howitzers charged at speed, and 
were gallantly sustained by Captain Eeid ; but, by 
some misunderstanding, nny order was not given to 
the other two companies, Parsons's and Hudson's. 
Captain Hudson, anticipating my order, charged in 
time to give ample support to the howitzers. Cap- 
tain Parsons at the same moment came to me and 
asked permission for hia company to charge the 
redoubts immediately to the left of Captain Wright- 
man, which he did very gallantly. 
■. "The remainder of the two battalions of the first 
kegiment were dismounted during the cavalry charge, 
and, following rapidly on foot, and Major Clark ad- 
vancing as rapidly as practicable with the remainder 
of the battery, we charged tbeir redoubts from right 
to left, with a brisk and deadly fire of riflemen, while 
Major Clark opened a rapid and well-directed fire 
on a column of cavalry attempting to pass to our 
lel't so as to attack the wagons and our rear. The 
fire was so well directed as to force tliem to fall back, 
and our riflemen, with their cavalry and howitzers, 

tT"— " —. 
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advanced to the very brink of their redoubts, and 
attacked them with their sabres. When the redoubts 
were cleared and the batteries in the centre and our 

, left were silenced, the main battery on our right still 
continued to pour in a constant and heavy fire, as it 
had done during the heat of the engagement; but, 
as the whole fate of the battle depended upon carry- 
ing the redoubts and centre battery, this one on the 
right remained unattacked, and the enemy had rallied 
there 500 strong. 

"Major Clark was directed to commence a heavy 
fire upon it, while Lieutenant-Colonels Mitchell and 
Jackson, commanding the first battalion, wereordered 
to remount and charge the battery on the left, while 
Major Gilpin was directed to pass the second bat- 
talion on foot up the rough ascent of the mountain 
on the opposite side. The ilre of our battery was 
80 effective as to completely silence theirs, and the 
rapid advance of our column put them to flight over 
the mountains in great confusion. 

"Thus ended the battle of Sacramento. The 
force of the enemy was 1200 cavalry from Durango 
and Chihuahua, 300 artillerists, and 1420 rancheros, 
badly armed with lassoes, lances, and machetes or 
corn-knives, ten pieces of artillery, — two nine, two 
eight, four six, and two Ibur-pounders, — and six 
culverins or rampart-pieces. . . , Our force was 924 
effective men; at least one hundred of whom were 
engaged in holding horses and driving teams. The 
loss of the enemy was his entire artillery, ten wagons, 
masses of beans and pinola, and other Mexican pro- 
visions, about 300 kilted, at>out llie same number 

wounded, many yf i^kom \\ave sYftiie. »i\fe^, ^''w^- "^ 
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prisoncn. The field was literally covered with the 
dead and wounded, from our artillery and the un 
erring fire of our riflemen. Night put a stop to tbe 
carnage, the battle having commenced about three 
o'clock. Our loHS was 1 killed, 1 mortally wonnded, 
and 7 m wounded as to recover without any loss of 
limbe." 

On the let of March Colonel Doniphan took pos- 
eeitffion of Chihuahua, where he remained three 
weeks. At ihe end of this time, hn%-iDg received 
orders from General Wool, he marched, April 25, 
for Sallillo. On the road, Captain Reid defeated 
about 50 Indians near El Paso, May 13, capturing 
one thousand horses. On the 22d of May the com- 
mand reached Wool's encampment, and, on the 27tb, 
f that of General Taylor. 

As the term of service of these gallant men had 
Kpired, they now commenced their return. Early 
In June they marched through Matamoras, and, on 
the IGtIi, arrived at New Orleans. Their reception 
was most enthusiastic, and they set out for their 
homes laden with the honors and congratulations of 
a benefited repubHc. 

]n the mean time important events had been taking 

lace in California. Before the war began, in 1846, 

i territory of Upper California formed the north- 

»tern portion of the Kepublic of Mexico. The 

pief portion of its inhabitants were Indians, on 

sount of whose hostility the interior of the country 

^ras little known. The settlements of the descendants 

of the Spaniards and Mexicans were situated on 

I the coast of the Pacific, or near it. These small 

^|^tora]« had giovvn up aiownA xXw TO.\?.«\aw?.*i%\.tt!i3tt'&3.^ 
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at different places by the Jesuits at an early period. 
Portions of the country situated in the valley of 
San Jose and in the vicinity of Los Angeles were 
very fertile. But the greater part of the territory 
was thought to be only fit for grazing purposes, and 
consequently the population increased very slowly. 
Intelligence of the commencement of the war upon 
the Rio Grande having reached the Pacific Ocean 
on the 2d of July, Commodore Sloat, commander of 
the squadron on that station, arrived at Monterey, 
and, on the 7th, the American flag was hoisted over 
that town amid the cheers of the Americans and a 
salute from the ships in the harbor. Commodore 
Sloat then issued a proclamation to the people of 
California. On the 8th the American flag was 
hoisted at San T'rancisco, by Montgomery, com- 
mander of the sloop-of-war Portsmouth. 

Captain Fremont, who had arrived in California 
by an overland journey, with a party of about 170 
men. took possession of Sonoma, one of the most 
northern posts in the territory, and, leaving a small 
garrison at that place, marched for the mission of 
San Juan, about thirty miles east of Monterey. He 
arrived there and took possession of the mission 
without opposition, A considerable quantity of 
stores was found there. 

The fortification of Monterey was commenced im- 
mediately after raising the United States flag, On 
the 23d, Commodore Sloat sailed in the Levant ibr 
the United States, leaving Commodore Stockton in 
command of the Pacific squadron. Immediately 
after, the Cyane, Commandant Dupont, with G>i.<^U\va. 
Fremont and volunteers on \x>a.td., &?;Aev!i. 'i-w 'fe's». 
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Diego, and the frigate Congress, Commodore Stock- 
ton, sailed for San Pedro, the port of Lob Angeles, 
the capital of California. The frigate Savannah' 
remained at Monterey, and the sloop-of-war Port**: 
mouth at San Francisco. Thus all the porta of thei 
territory were secured. 

On the 17th of Angust Commodore Stockton 
issued a proclamation, declaring California in tha 
full and peaceable possession of the United States^, 
and authorizing the election of civil officers through- 
out the country. Colonel Fremont soon afterwards 
went north with only 40 men, intending to recruit 
and return immediately. Early in September Con** 
modore Stockton withdrew all hia forces and pro* 
ceeded with the squadron to San Francisco. Captain^ 
Gillespie was left in command of Pueblo de lot 
Angeles, with about 30 riflemen ; and Lieutenant 
Talbot in command at Santa Barbara, with only £| 
men. Scarcely had Commodore Stockton arrived ai 
San Francisco, when he received information that 
all the country below Monterey was in arms and 
the Mexican tlag again hoisted. He immediately 
returned, took command of the sailors, and, dragging 
by hand six of the ship's guns, marched towards Lo». 
Angeles. At the ranche Sepulinda the CalifornianS. 
were prepared to meet him ; but in the battle which 
ensued they were routed with great loss. By this- 
victory Commodore Stockton acquired a sufficieni 
number of horses, mounted his men, and organized 
his force for land-operations. 

On the 23d of September the City of the Angelj 
was invested by an army of Californians, whose oveft 
wiielniiug numbers caused Captain Gillespie tusi 
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render that place. He returned with his 30 riflemen 
to San Pedro, and there embarked for Monterey. 
The Califomiaii chief, Mimuel Caspar, then led 200 
of his men againBt Santa Barbara, where they were 
braved by Lieutenant Talbot and hia insignificant 
force for ten days. This youthful commander, who 
had won the esteem of Colonel Fremont in his 
former expeditions, now proved himself worthy of 
holding the post of danger. He held the town until 
he was completely besieged, and then, refusing to 
surrender, forced bis way through the enemy to the 
mountains in the vicinity, where he remained eight 
days, suffering from cold and hunger. The enemy 
made several attempts to induce him to surrender, 
which he rejected. One detachment of 40 men ad- 
vanced to take him, but was driven back. They 
then offered to permit him to retire if he would pro- 
mise neutrality during the war; but he told them 
that he preferred to fight. At length, finding that 
neither force nor persuasion would cause him to 
leave his position, they set fire to the grass and 
brush around him and burned him out. He then 
retreated with his 9 men to Monterey, five hundred 
miles, mostly on foot. The brave fellows were wel- 
comed as from the grave, the fears of their com- 
panions that they were slain having been confirmed 
hy a report of the Californians to that effect. Colonel 
^'remrnt had made an attempt to go from San Fran- 
Bco to the relief of Captain Gillespie ; but, after 
■ing at sea twenty-nine days, he was compelled to 
lut back to Monterey by bad weather. A day or 
after the arrival of Lieutenant Talbot, a party 
27 Americans, under Csy^VKwia ^xw^'cw'sl 
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I W Ik CaU&nuans, 80 in 
id tkree AmencsQS 
««cdanL Tknc «f kW CKwr ^BQ fell, bat tbey 
ke^ iW ABflsicaas aftiHt ap at the mzsian of St. 
JokM mil Hajm Jitmmt mtwd^d to llicir asstst- 
ave. Tbe vliofe pMTT left SL Jofcaa od the 26th 
of XonnfaerT and amTed at Saa Fernando on the 
Utb oCJmxmtij. 

Dorine tike prograB cf tlieae rveate in Californifi, 
G«)enl Kearney vaa «■ kit nuudi thither from 
Sante Fc. Od tfae 6tk of October lie met CarsoD 
with 15 HMD ecNBinf as an expceas firara tbe City of 
the Angela, with an Mcoant of the oooqae»t of that 
couulry by Fremont and S»«vlttcio. With the devo- 
tiua to tbe public senrice for which he has always 
Iwen characterized, be complied with the request uf 
General Keaxney to allow some one else to take his 
despatches to Washington, and, givins ap bis hopes 
(^seeing his family, be turned his face again towards 
the PaciSc as a goide. General Kearney then sent 
back a part of bis forces and continued his march 
with 100 men, well equipped. On the loth of Octo- 
bar they le(t tbe Rio Grande and ctHnmenced the 
march across the mountains. 

Ou tbe 5th of Dec«?mber they were met by a sniull 
body -of volunteers, under Captain Gillespie, wbo 
had come from San Diego for the purpose of giving 
them information cooceroing tbe state of the couulay. 
Captain Gillespie inl'onned them that there was an 
I, armed parly of Calilbniiaus, with a number of extra 
ses, encamped ut San Pasqual, tbr«e leagues dis- 

ni. General Kearuey determined to march upon 
"item, in the double Wpe oi %»;vmu^»,->j\v.\««-i ■(bsA* 
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remount for his poor soldiers, wlio bad completely 
worn out their anininla in tlie miirch from Santa Fe, 
ten hundred and fifty miles. Captain Johnston led 
the advanced guard of 12 dragoons, mounted on the 
best horses in the company; then came 20 vohmteers 
under Captains Gibson and Gillespie, and in the 
rear two mountain-howitzers, with dragoons to 
manage them, mounted on aorry mules. The rest 
of the army were ordei'ed to follow on the trail of 
this detachment with the baggage. At daybreak on 
the 6th of December they encountered the enemy, 
who was already in the saddle. Captain Johnston 
made a furious charge upon them with the advance- 
guard, and was well supported by the dragoons. He 
fell almost in the very beginning of the fight; but 
the action did not flag, and the enemy were forced 
to retreat. Captain Moore led off rapidly in purw 
suit, but the mules of the dragoons could not keep 
up with his horses, and the enemy, seeing the break 

I in the line, renewed the tight and charged with the 
lance. They fought well, and their superiority of 
numbers had wellnigh proved fatal to the little 
band ; but the dragoons came up, and they finally 
fled from the field, carrying oft' most of their dead 
with them. They htid kept up a constant fire in 
the first part of the fightf and used their lances with 
great dexterity at its close, and the American loss 

I was heavy. Captain Johnston, Captain Moore, 
Lieutenant Hammond, two aerjeants, two corporals, 
eleven privates, and a man attached to the topo- 
graphical department, were slain. General Kearney 
^aa wounded in two places, Captain Gillespie bad 
three wounds, Lieutenant WatueXivA "Oo.^. Na^jR*^*' 
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pfiical engineerH, three, and Captain Gibson and 
eleven others were also wounded, most of them 
having from two to ten wounds from lances. The 
howitzers were not brought into action until near 
its close, when the mules attached to one of them 
got alarmed, broke from their drivers, and ran away 
with it directly into the enemy's lines. The severe 
wounds of the soldiers caused a halt in the march 
until the 10th of December, when the march was 
resumed, and on the 12th the array reached San 
Diego. 

The arrival of General Kearney at San Diego was 
opportune; and Commodore Stockton and he now 
laid a plan for putting an end to the war. 

In the battle of Sun Gabriel, (Jan. 3, 1847,) and 
on the plains of the Mesa, they defeated the enemy 
and entered Los Angeles, (Jan. 10,) and signed a 
capitulation (Jan. 13) by which the country passed 
tranquilly under the government of the United 
States, The other incidents which transpired in 
this quarter were unimportant. The treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, which terminated the war, gave 
Upper California to the United States on the pay- 
ment of fifteen millions of dollars to Mexico. 
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